SINN ERS 
 FUSTIFICATION 
OR THE 
Lord FESOUS CHEE 

The LORD our | 
RIGHTEOUSNESSE. 


Delivered in Scyeral 


SERMONS. 


By OB ADIAH GREW, D.D; 
Late Mioiſter of the Goſpel In 
COVENTRY. 


Oe Br wy 


Ie 


TW 5 


Sn OO IIS 
C5 


Phil. 3, 9. And be found in him, not having mine own 
Righteouſneſy,which is of the Law, but that, which is 
through the Faith of Chriſt, the Righteouſneſs which 
is of God ,by Faith. 
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| TO THE 
$SFRIOUS READERS. 


|| Have, for ſome years with- 
ſtood the importunity of many, 
for what I now yield to. The 
weight of the matter to other mens 
Conſciences, as well as my own, 
bath prevailed over my Loth- 
neſs ; andgf your Chriſtian Cha- 
rity may yield an excuſe, for what 
weakneſs is foundin the manner 
of Treaty, it 15 ihe Far avaur I {, 
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#ſed to ſay, Articulus ſtantis, 


aut cadentis Eccleſiz,The Criſis 


of a Churches ſtanding,or fall- 
ing : For, when the Galatians 
 adulterated this DoCtrine, they 
were reputed by the Apoſtle, as 
removed to ' another Goſpel, 
Gal. 2. 6. 

*Andonthis point Luther him- 
ſe -If pitched the field, againſt the 
Pope, and Roman Church ; di- 
vers of whoſe grand Adwocates, 
though they ſtrongly oppoſed this 
Do&trine, in their lives, yet own- 
ed it for the beſt divinity, at their 
death : and before, BelJarmine 
was not alone, in his Tutiflimum 


eſt, 'Tis the ſafeſt way, to reſt 


pon the mercie of God in Chriſt 
alone for ſalvation. 

It may be thought by ſome,that 
that 


To the Reader. | 
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To the Reader. 


that of the Preacher ( 2. Eccleſ. 
12. What can the man do,that 
cometh after the King? even 
that, which hath been already 
done: ) may be applyed to this 
ſmall Treatiſe, after ſo many 
large, by ſo many learned men. 
And ſuch indeed have been my 
own thoughts : yet, in regard, 
* ſome of them are in a ſtrange 
Tongue to common Chriſtians, 0- 
thers incorporated with other 
ſubjeis,and many of themſelves 
too Large for every Readers purſe, 
and time ; and withall, that the 
more Witneſſes, the ſtrongen the 
Cauſe; yea, and that particular 
experiences in the point may add 
ſomething to its evidence, as the 
Widows two mites did als to 

the rich Treaſury, 12. Mar. 4.2. 
Tlet my Pengoen, A4, Now 


To the Reader. 
Now before I cloſe, let me com: 


mend to your notice,and praciice, 


three or four things. 

1. In reading this, and ſuch 
Goſpel-Myſteries, you muſt be- 
liewe, above your Reaſon natural, 
ſo you give God the more honour, 


Rom. 4. 19, 20. The ObjeG of | 


Abrabams Faith, which was ac- 
counted to him for Righteouſneſs, 


Gen. 15. 6. » 18. 12. was of 


that nature, as whereat Sarah 
laughed who therein ws an 1- 
mage of Natural Reaſon. 
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2. In your Reading, and Rea- | 
Fa of this, and ſuch points of | þ 


eternal moment, ever think that | 


part,the ſafeſt, which doth leaſt | 


humour mans pride, and moſt © 


exalt the Glory of God, fence t 6 | 
fe cope af the Goſpel is to ſhut out | 


boaſting, i . 
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To the Reader. 
boaſting, and bring in ſelf-deni- 
al, which none can deny. 

3. In all your thought-debates 
about this Sabjei, ſeriouſly be- 
think your ſelves, what is like 
to be your opinion of it, when you 
come to die;Bellarm. asyou beard, 
profeſſed new Divinity in i, be- 
fore his death. 

4. If you hawvethe opportuni- 
ty, to Converſe with wounded 
ſpirits, and troubled Conſciences, 
withw hom it is,or hath been,as a 
Specimen of the day of Tudgment; 
they will tell you, whether any 
Righteouſneſs but Feſus Chriſt 
made of God unto them Righte- 
ouſneſs, conld ſerve their turn, in 
the preſence of God, or ſatisfte 
their Conſcience, with a holding 


peace, 
| Aud 
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To the Reader. 


And now if you meet in this 
Treatiſe any miſtakes in words, * 
Ile ſuppoſe, the Preſs may take 
the blame off from me; and if f 
any in matter, if you conſider a | 
mans hand is in it, it may bean 
excuſe,remembring that you have 
this heavenly treaſure in an 
earthen weſſel,that the excellency |} 
of the power may be of God, aud | 
not of man: And ſoyou arecom- | 
mended to the good will of him, 


that dwelt inthe Buſh, by 


A Servant of Jeſus Chriſt, 


and of your Faith in him, 


O. G. 
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| LLLELSLSLISSESHSLZRN 
| THE 
| _ Lord FESUS CHRIST 


THE 
LORD oor RIGHTEOUSNESS: 


ES 


| ] £ 8. 23. 6. 


| 
And this 3s his Name whereby be 
"= /ball be called, The Lerd our 
Righteouſneſs. 


Eremiah, by Interpre- 
tation, "He ſhall exalt 
the Lord, And indeed 
in the Text,he high- 
' "ASS lyexalts the free,and ( 

{ rich Graceof Godin 

Chriſt, to Sinners, And it is obſer- 

vable, 


Ia. 5.14. 


(12) 


vable, that,in his Propheſies, he in- *] 


termixes frequent promiſes of the 
Jews bleſſed ſtate to come, under 
the eſſzas ;, asall, or moſt of, the 
other Prophets do, And indeed 
the Firmament of the Old Teſta- 
ment is asthick beſpangled, and be- 
ſet with ſhiniog Promifes of the Meſ- 


fas , and the bleſſed ſtate of the 


Church,under his Government, as 


the Heavens are with gliſtering Stars, 


In a clear night. 

And theſe precious, and glorious 
Promiſes of Chriſt, were the 
Churches Cordials, in thoſe times, 
19 their troubles,and fainting condi- 
tions. Thus we ſee, that, when the 
Lord would give King Ahaz,and his 
People the Jews, an encouraging 
{ign of their ſafety 3 notwithſtand- 
ing the Kings of 1ſrael, and Syria, 
werela a confederacy againſt them, 
this was the ſign z Therefore the Lord 
himſelf ſhall give you a fign 5 Bebold, 
a Virgin ſhall conceive, and bear a 
Son, and ſhall call his Name Im- 
manuel : 


(13) 


 waynel : GCod—with—us, 
This Promiſe of Chriſt to come, 
| (though his coming at a great di- 
ſtance, yet ) was ſign enough to ſa- 
I tisfie themin their preſent preſer- 

| vation. For herein he propounded 
to their view a greater ſalvation to 
come, as a help to their faith, zn a 
leſs ſalvation now. 

And truly this may be a ſtanding 
rule for Gods People, in all ages3 
to make promiſes of future great 
good things, to be Cordials,to keep 
' the heart from fainting under pre- 
ſent evils. And fo the aflurance 
that the Scriptures give us,, of 
Chriſts coming again, fully,and eter- 
nally to ſave us, ſhould help our 
unbelief, and encourage our faith, 
In his care of us,in all our interim 
troubles. 

But to come to the Text. 

In the Text,and Context, we have 
a famous Promiſe of Chriſt : where- 
in the Prophet hints at both his Na- 
tures, and expreſles one of his gra- 
cious 


" Exod. 
15:26. 
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Ge 24» 
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48: 35. 


(14) 


ciousand glorious Titles,or Name 
and therein his Office, betwixt hi 


Father, and us. Behold , the days 
come, ſaith the Lord, that I will raiſe | 
unto David, 4 Righteous Branch : - 


here he hints at Chriſts Humane Na- 
ture; he wes to be the Seed, and 
Son of David, a Branch of: that 
ſtock. And this is his Name where- 


by he ſhall be called, Jehovah; which 


imports his Divine Nature 5 Jeho- 
wah, being the proper Name of 
God. 

And then he expreſles one of his 
gracious,and glorious Titles,as to 
us 3 Jehovah Tſidkenn, the Lord our 
Righteouſnels. 

In: Gez. 22.14. weread of Jeho- 
wah Jireh, The Lord will ſez, or 
provide, 2 And of Jehovah Ropheka, 
The Lord healing thee. Of Jeho- 


v4h Niſſz, * The Lord my-Banner : |} | 
©Of Jehovah Shalom , The Lord | 


fend-peace: And Jehovah Sham- 
z2:ab., * The Lord is there. 1/2. 7. 


14+ he 1s called Imm:anxel, God-with- 


Us, 


| 


| 
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| (15) 
us. And Chap, 9.6. He gives him 
>| five high, and mighty Titles, toge- 
' thers And his Name ſhall be called, 
: | Wonderful, Councelour, The Mighty 
e 
'.; God, the Everlaiting Father, the 
* | Princeof Peace, And in the Text, 
| Jehovah Tſidkenn, The Lord our- 
{—Righteouſneſs. By all which we 


\ 


1 
; 


1 

© | may ſee, and ſhould ſee, how very 
2 | much the Lord Jeſus Chriſt is made 
f 


unto us, 1n his undertaking for us. 
As he, who, of God, is made unto #4, 1 Cor. x; 
Wiſdom , and Righteouſneſs, and 3% 


SanGification 4, and Redemption. 


} 
) 


: Chriſt is made every thing to us, 
wy that we (ſhould be to God. 

{ Now, whereas this Name of 
,. | Chriſtin the Text, is given alſo to 
'r | the Church, inthis Propheſie; And Jere33; 
_ this is the Name, wherewith ſhe ſhall 
1 | becall d, The Lord our Righteouſneſs. 


It's vo wonder, that the Wife, or Note. 

4g | Spouſe ſhould be called by her Huſ- 

wi bands Name. And we find the 

; Church called Chriſt ; ---S0 alſo 75 * Core 18: 
y Chriſt, or, the Church in union with '** 

i Chriſt. i 


2 Cor.s. 
21, 


| Ta.ge.24, 


LY 
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f know, Expoſitors take much 
pains in ſifting out the meaning of 
this Text, and meet not 1n one. But 
we may ſpare our felves this pains, 
if we think it not too mach; to give 
the Church of Chriſt this Honour, 
to call her by her Husbands Name, 
The Lord our Riehteouſneſs. And 
this is the Name, whereby ſhe ſhall 
be called 3 not from her felf, bur 
from him, whois made of God un- 


to her, Righteouſneſs; and as ſhe is | 


made the Righteouſneſs of God in 
him. 


Now the Doctrine from the 


The Righteouſneſs of a Sinner is 
Chriſt 


And ſo we find, ſhe 1s to pro» | 
feſs, that ſhe hath her Righteouſ- | 
neſs from him, and glory init alſo. | 
Surely ſhall one ſay, Inthe Lord bave | 
1 Righteouſneſs, in the Lord ſhall all | 
the ſeed of Iſrael be juſtified, and ſhall | 
_ glory. | | 
—_ (which will be the Subject 
of the enſuing Diſcourſe) 'is this, 
Fhat, A | 
The Lord Jeſws Chriſt is the Lord | 
our Righteouſneſs. 
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(17) -" 
Chriſt-made-Righteouſneſs to him s 3 
or , the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt 
made his,in Gods account, and his 
own; both mult be agreed ia it. 
Forif God do not account it ſo, it _ 
js not ſo: Who is made of God|* Cor, 
unto #5 righteonſneſs. And if we do © 7 
not account it ſo, if we donot ſub- 

mit to this way of being righteous 
before God; this righteouſneſs Is 
nothing to us : which was the dole- 

ful caſe of the Jews: Iſrael, which rom. g. 
followed after the Law of righteonſ- 3": 
neſs, hath not attained tothe Law of 
Kighteouſneſs. Wherefore  Becanſe qc | 
they ſought it not by faith inChriſt, + : 
as St. Paul did, but as it wereby the _ qi 
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works of the Law: they ſought to 
be righteous in a Legal way, not a 
Goſpel. St. Paul charges them with 
the ſame errour, ch. 10.3. For they, 
being ignorant of Gods righteouſneſs, 
and going about to eſtabliſh their own 
righteouſneſs, have not ſubmitted 
themſelves to the righteouſneſs of God. 
| And here was fulfilled that Prophe- 
| B tical 


Vouy 


(18 ) | 

Plal.69. tical Prayer : And let ther not come 
_ unto thy righteouſneſs. 

And here we ſee ſufficiently al- F 

ready, That this righteouſneſs of | 

ours, that 1s, whereby, we are righ- Þ 

teous, or made righteous before | 

. God; is not Legal, but Evangeli- 

cal, Mans firſt righteouſneſs was | 

Legal, but. that is a Noxz-exs nows | . 

there is no ſuch thing in being now, || 

betwixt God,and us, as Legal Righ- Þ 

., teouſneſs :- once 1t was, but now 'tis | 

:. caſt out, in. the Bond-woman,and |. 

her Son, Gal, 4. * 

_ __TheLaw is notable to juſtifie a # 

 finner ; therefore the Apoſtle ſaith, | 

If there had been a Law,which could |, 

Gal. 3.21+ have gives life, 1. e. Juſtification un- 7, 

to life (as Roy. 5, 18.) verily righ- | 

teouſneſs ſhould have-been by Law: | 

but the Scripture, 7. e. the Law hath ©. 

concluded all under ſin, that the pro- by 

miſe by faith of Jeſus Chrift,might be ' 

given to themthat believe. *Tis true, | 

Chriſts Righteouſneſs, as in himſelf, } 

was legal, being the ſatisfaction of | 

the | 


by 


7 (19) 
| 7 the Law, and Juſtice of God, in our, . 

# behalf. But, as this Righteouſneſs 5 Is. 

Z is imputed to us, ſoit is Evangeli- Rom-8. 
Z cal Righteouſneſs; becauſe it is not ” © 

| Rightcouſneſs in us, but Righte- 

= ouſneſs accounted to us : þs.. od Rom, 4.4 
© believed, and it was accounted to 

i him for righteouſneſs. So that there 

is now another way to Juſtification, 

© and ſo to life,and glory, than once 

| there was, which the Epiſtle to the 

1 | Hebrews calls a New way 3 and this oak 


; ours, or Chriſt, the Lol our Righ- 
| teoulneſs. 
! Now inorder to the opening, and 
handling this great,and grand Do- 
Ctrine of the Goſpel, we are, as a 
*Prolegomenon, or by way of Preface, 
|to confider, What it was, that made 
"way for Chriſt to be made,and _— 
ted, The Lord our Righteouſneſs ; 
jus, to be made Righteouſneſs by 
| im. And it was this, the holy A 
poſtle tells us, that made the way ; 
*Chriſt was made fin for us, that he 
e | 
f> B 32 might 


: f 


(20) 
might be made Righteouſneſs to / ; 

Os. 5 us. For he hath made him,to be ſin | 
"for us, who knew no fin, that wel! 
might be made the Righteouſneſs of: 
God in bin. : 

zeſt. But if Chriſt knew no ſin," 

z.e. _ po fin, how could he bel; 

made fin for us ? Its certsin,he had|: 

not the leaſt taint of fin in himſelf; 1 

and therefore challenged his mali-[ 

John 3.45 clous Enemie _ this > Which of: 
you convinceth me of ſin ? "And deh-F 
£th the Devil himſclt,in this point? 

alſo, as wellasthe Jews 3 The Prince| 

' of this World '\cometh, and hath no-: 

John 14. ;hing in me , 00 fin to lay to my. 
| charge of my owu. The Devil} 
miſs'd of finding that fin ia Job, ſe,; 
Hypocrifte , which he thought to; 
have done - I, but he could Fod nv. 
fin at all in Chriſt, though reputed-? 
1.53.12. 1y, he was numbred with the tranl4 
__ greſlors5 and, by imputation, the} 

| greateſt (i acer in the World ; The 
Ia.53. Lord laying on him the iniquities 
of us all. So that here is ey 

well 


$ (21) 
2 ſwerto this Queſtion 3 If Chriſt had 

7 nofia, how was he, or how could 

Z he bemade ſin for us? 

Z Anſw. He was ſo, not by having 

” any fin in him, but by having all 

! ſin imputed to him. As Chriſts 

: Righteouſneſs, by which we are 
made righteous, is in himſelf; Ir is 

not In us, but imputed to us ſo 

our {ins are in our ſelves, and were 

not in Ghriſt, but imputed to him, 

and laid upon him 3 as the errours,,,, ,6, 
of the Offendours, upon the Sacri- a1. 
fices in the Law. Thus the Apoſtle 

St. Peter ſpeaks expreſly; Who his! ©: 
own ſelf bare our ſins,in his own body, 

on the tree; that is, he carried all 

our fins upon himjo his Croſs. He matth, 29; 
could not bear his Crofs, therefore 32: 
they compelled a man of Cyrene ta 

carry it, It was a Cuſtom of the 
Romans, as Plutarcb obſerves, that,,. . 
” the condemned perſon ſhould bear wunizis 
4 that Croſs, which anon ſhould bear vin4i#4. 
{ him. Now, though Chriſt could 

pot bear his Croſs himſelf, Nature 

| B 3 . - =o 


Lſa.53.6, 


(22) 


was ſo ſpent in him, yet he could 
bear all our fins : the Lord would 
not eaſe him of this, though the 
Jews did of his Croſs; the Lord 
hath laid on him the 1niquities of us 
all. 

Neſt. But how did Chriſt bear 
our t1ns in his own body ; 3 or how 
did the Lord lay the iniquities of us 


all on him ? 


Anſw. There are three things to 
be confider'd in finz the Pollution, 
the Guile, and the Puniſhment. 

For the firſt; The Pollution and 
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filth of ſin, Chriſt meddled not | 


with it ; he could not meddle with 
fin this way, ſo thar this way he 
knew nofin ; he could not be an [- 
dolater, oran Adult:rer, or a Bla(- 
phemer, or an Unbelitever, or what- 
ever you can call a ſinner, as ſuch. 
Neither practically, nor ſeminally, 
he neither was ſuch, neither was he 
enclindto be ſuch « he was not, as 
the High-Prieſt under the Law, a 


fjaner as well as other men 3 ſubject 


fo 


ws omn ed cen 
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(23) 
to the like paſſrons as we are, as St. 

ames (aith Elias was. The Hig b- / 
Prieſt himſelf, in the Law, was . th, 


paſſed with infirmities, and ſo of- 


fered for his own ſins as well as the 
Peoples. But of Chriſt, the ſame 


Apoltle ſaith, He was ſuch an High- _ 


eb. 5. 


Prieſt as was 'boly, harmleſs, undeff- Ch, 1.26. 


led, ſeparate from ſinners. 

For the ſecond, the Guilt of fins 
there are two things to be conlider'd 
1nN It. 

1. The Merit and Deſert of it 5 
And, 

2. AnObligation to puniſhment 
for it. Theformer of theſe, Chriſt 
took not on him, neither was he ca- 
pable of it, 2. e. the Merit and De- 
ſert that is in ſin. Chriſt, as to him- 
(elf, did not deſerve the puniſhment 
of fin which he ſuffered. There- 
fore St. Peter ſaith, He was juſt when , 
he ſuffered ; * the juſt for the un- \ 
Juſt. 
M 2. An Obligation to puniſh- 
ment for the fins of others; this 
B 4 he 


af. "0 Zo : 


(24) 
be voluntarily took upon him, and 
this, with his own conſent,the Lord 
laid upon him; and in this ſenſe on- 
ly was he made fin for us. He was 
willing to have our fins imputed to 


him; to be tranſmitted from us to 


Gal.3.13, 


” 


v.18, 19. 


Mark 15, 
28. 


& 


him, ſo as to be obliged to bear the 
puniſhment of them; even that 
Wrath and Curſe which otherwiſe 
we ſhould have born. 

The linfulneſs of our Natures, 
the ſins of our Lives, our ſins paſt, 
preſent, and to come; the fins of 
all that have, or do, or ſhall be- 
lieve1n him watch a ſu flicjent Falth 3 
Chriſt was willivg to have all this 
fio imputed to him, and pur upon 
his account, to fatisfie for us: Ag 
Paul would have Oneſimnsis wrongs 
to Philemon. And in this ſence Chriſt 
was the greateſt ſinner that eyer 
was 3 ſe. by Impuration, of God ; 
and Reputation, of menz For he 
was mumbred with the Tranſgreſ- 


ſors. 


And thopgh he was but a Fe: 
re 


=, # 


(25) 
ted fianer, yet he was a real ſuffers 
{ er for ſin : For he ſuffered penal hel], 
though not local z and the death he 
| died for our (jos who believe in him, 
{ was in nature, and proportion, the 
fame which was due to us for our 
{ fins, and for the ſatisfaCtion of djvine 
# Juſtice. 
{ Yetwe muſt diſtinguiſh betwixt 
! the Eſſential,or Subſtantial; and the 
© Circumſtantial,. or Accidental parts 
# of punjſhment for fin. The Ef- 
| ſcntial, or Subſtantial puniſhment 
” for (into fatisfie the Juſtice of God, 
+ liethin Pena Senſus, &* Darmni; 1n 
| the puniſhment of Senſe and Loſs : 
| And Chriſt ſuffered both theſe. He mar. 25.41 
| ſyffered the puniſhment of Senſe 3 
| this made him ſay,21y Soul is exceed- Mar.26.38 
ing ſorrowful, even unto death : He 
| ſuffered the puniſhment of Loſs; 
| this made him cry out, My God, my Mar.27.46 
God, why haſt thou forſaken me? 
'The Circumſtantial or Acciden- 
tal parts of the puniſhment of fin, 
areſyuch as theſe; Total and Final 
R112 lepa- 


(26) | 
ſeparation from God 3 which the A- # 

2 Thel. 1..poſtle calls everlaſting deſtruFion || 
9% from the preſence of God : So total} tt 
Mark 9. 4. and final deſpair, the worm that ne. tl 
ver dieth: the place of Hell, and F h 

Pſal. 9.175. duration there for ever. The wicked t 
Mar. 25. ſhall be turned into Hell, &c. Theſe 
4%» 45. ſhall gointo everlaſting puniſhment. P F 
Now theſe are or are not, accor- | 

ding to the diſpoſition of the pati- | ? 

ents under the. puniſhment for fin. # : 


(YL 
"OW. 


As in the impriſonment-of Debtors, 
Impriſonment is of the Eſſence of 3 
the puniſhment 3 but duration in © 
Priſon is after the diſpoſition of the | 
debtour, according to his ability to | 
pay, or not to pay 1n time. o 
He that is able to pay the debt, 
may be quickly releas'd, he that is 3 
not abides by 1t in Priſon : ſo is the : 
difference between Chriſts ſuffering | 
for fin, and the damneds, as to du- ” 
ration under puniſhment. Chriſt 
was under the pains of Hell, as well 
as they; but he being able quickly 
to pay the debt, for which he was 
In, 
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Jin, by reaſon of the tranſcendent 
» & and infinite worth of his perſon, 
Z therefore he had quick releaſe ; but 


the damned not being able to make 


E ſuch ſpeedy pay and fatisfaQtion, 
| therefore do they abide for ever 
| under the wrath of God ; ever till, 

| they have paid the uttermoſt farthing. 5.26. 


The fame may be faid of all other 


# accidental and circumſtantial parts 
# of puniſhment for fin « they are or 
| © are not neceſſary, according tothe 
! diſpoſition of the patients ſuffering: 


Chriſt was not capable of blaſphe- 
ming, or of total and final deſpe- 
ration in his Hell, as the damned are 
in theirs : nor was it needful that 
he ſhould abide there for ever, as 
they ſhall, being a perſon of ſuch 
worth, as that he was able to make 
quick payment of the debt he took 
upon him. 


Now theſe things ſhew us, what V/ r. 


great Myſtery there is, both 1n the 
juſtice and mercy of God. In the 
Juſtice of God, that he would and 
could 


Wts] 


(28) 
eould puniſh the Lord Jeſus Chriſt ? 
for our ſfios. In the mercy of God, Þ 
that he would transfer our fias, and F 
ſufferings for ſin to Chriſt , who | 
could bear that which we could T 
not, and could fſatisfie for that 1n a | 
little time, which we could not | 
without Eternity. And alſo what Þ 
great Myſtery there is in the Love | 
of Chriſt to us, that he would die | 
for us, and be damned for us, in | 
the ſence we have mention'd; bear | 
the ſubſtance of our Hell. S 
2. And further, this ſhould teach | 
us togo to Chriſt in the terrours of | 
our Souls and Gonſciences, He has % 
had experience of Hell, what it is | 
to be under the wrath of God, and |: 
Curſe of the Law, for all our fins * 4 
and he made a preſent eſcape out of ' 
the ſame; and ſurely he 1s able to | 
pull our Conſciences from under | 
wrath, as well as his own: Asthe - 
Apoſtle ſaith of his being tempted, | 
Heb. 2.18. For in that he himſelf + 
bath ſu feed, being tempted , Tg 
able 


_— 01 
able to ſuccour them that are tenpt- 
ed. 


And now having ſhewed what 
was previouſly requiſite, to bring 
it about, that Chriſt ſhould be, 7he 
Lord our Righteouſneſs 3 ſc. that he 
was made ſin for us, that we might be 
made the Righteouſneſs of God in 
him; | ſhall open the Dodqrine, 
That, :he Righteouſneſs of a ſinner, is 
Chriſt made Righteouſneſs to him. 

lo the handling this DoQtine,two 
things muſt be opened and demon- 
ſtrated. 

1, That Chriſt is our Righteouſ- 
neſs. | 

2. How the Righteouſneſs of 
Chriſt becomes ours, and that we 
may comfortably ſo call it, and 
uſe it. 

1. That the Lord Jeſus Chriſt is 
the Righteouſneſs of a ſinner, and 
that for which God reputes and ac- 
counts a ſinner a righteous man. And 


as this Text is moſt clear for it 5 And 


this 


AR 13. 
39. 


Rom.10.4 
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this #s his Name whereby he ſhall be 
called, the Lord our Righteouſneſs ; 


ſo many other places of holy Scri- 
ptureſay the ſame 3 And by hin,.e. 
by Chriſt, all that believe are juſti- 
fied from all things, from which they 


could not be juſtified by the Law of 


Moſes, The Reaſon of a mans juſti- 
fication 198 now fixed in Chriſt; 
Chriſt is the end of the Law for Righ- 
teonſneſs to every one that believ- 
th. 

The primary end of the Law, 
was, to juſtifie thoſe that keep it: 


kom, 8. 37 Now we our ſelves cannot fulfil the 


Law; and therefore the Law cannot 
juſtifie us : What the Law conld not 
do, in that it was weak through the 


fleſh; that is, through us, or by our 


means. But now Chriſt he doth that 
which we could not do ; that is, ful- 
fil the Law for us ; and he alſo doth 
thar which the Law could not do, 
2, e.jultifieus 3 and ſo by Chriſt the 
Righteouſneſs of the Law 1s fulfil- 
ted in us; as it follows, v. 4. X 
ST O 


"1 $I 
Of this there is further proof y& Our: r; 
But of him are ye in Chriſt Jeſus, who*”” 
of God is made unto ws Righteouſneſs. ; 
And, That we might be made the righ- 2 Cor. 5; 
teouſneſs of God in him, And, even ſo _ 
, | by the righteouſneſs of one, the free ;8. NM 
e Þ gift came upon all men unto juſtifica- 
tion of life. No man ever tound a- 
py other wayof juſtification, but by 
the righteouſneſs of One, Z. e. of 
Chriſt, the ſecond Adam. Chriſt is? Tech, 13s 
that Fountain ſet open for ſin and for ” 
wncleanneſs 3 and Chriſt 1s that Hy- Plal.51.7- 
ſop that David would be purged 
with; and Chriſt is the ſubſtance 
| of all the Sacrifices in the Law, 
| which were for expiation of mens 
Legal fins, and for their acceptation 

E with God ; asthe Apoſtle excellent- 

Ely and ſirenuouſly proves in his E- Chap 8.5] 
piſtle to the Hebrews, in feveral*2*- 1- 4 
places in that Book. 4 

S But it may be objected, That the 

x Scripture ſaith, 1t 7s God that juſti- 
Lfies3 3 to declare, I ſay, at this time, his 
j ieoreonnegy, that he might be Juſt, 

and 


Rom.3.25 
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and the juſtifier of hin which belitu- | 
eth in fejuws : So, Who ſhall lay any} 


Rom, 8, 


= thing to the charge of Gods eleFs It 
is God that juſtifies. 
Anſw. This is true 3 but its true 


withal, that Chriſt finds that righ-E# 


feouſne(s for which we are juſtified: 


The matter of a ſinners Righteoul- F 


*God neſs is in him* + As in Debts and ; 


finds 


Chriſt, & diſcharges from Debts among men 3} 
Chriſt though 'ris the Creditor that frees|| 


andsrieh- he Debtor, by acquitting him;Þ 


for 4 fin- Yet It is the Surety that diſcharges 
-a him by disburſmg the money tors 


2 Cor. 5. him. So it is God that ruſtifies af 
wc finner, not imputing his (tos to him;| 
but it is Chriſt's Righteouſneſs thatÞ 

is laid down for the finner, and is, 

as it were disburs'd to God, to gainſ 

Foul 

Guilt and Damnation; therefore| 

the Scripture ſaith, There 75 m0 con! 

Rom. 3, 3, demmation tothern which are in Chriſty * 


his Acquittance and Diſcharge 


Jeſus. 


It is Chriſt that pays the Debt ; | 
he lays down his own'Righteouſacls? 
to 


RY T7 
to ſatisfie it - as it is written, #ho rom: 5: 
was delivered for our offences, and _ 
was raiſed again for our juſtification. 

God acquits from no fin, but upon 
Chriſts diſcharging it, both by do- 

ing and ſuffering for us. He fulfilled, .: 
all Righteouſnefi; and the Lord laid if. 53. 


Mi him the iniquities of ws all : that 240-9-24: 
| 1s,to make fatisfaCtion, and ſo recon- 


ciliation for iniquity. 
neſt. But how then doth God 
pardon fin freely ? and juſtifie the 


| fioner freely 2 of which St. Paul 
= ſpeaks much; and indeed being a 
+ point that runs through the veins af 
= the Goſpel, 


_ Anſw. It'scertain, that notwith- 
ſtanding Chriſt paid our debts, yet 
God pardons freely, and juſtifies us 


# freely. You find them united; 

of Being juitifled freely by his grace, pom, 324 
F; through the redemption that is in 

” Chriit Jeſia : welce, that theſetwo 

' are not dovirre, inconſiltent,but well 

| agreed, For, 


i, To wpit's free vardon,and free 
C juſtifi- 


OT 


(34) ; 
juſtification; we paid nothing for it; / 
Come , buy Wine and Milk, Sithon | | 
money, and without price. ; 


Weour 3 
ſelves neither did, nor ſuffered for # 
it 3 for Chriſt did both. The a- | 
tisfaQion that is given to God, is | 
by the ſurety, and not the principal, Þ 
2. This ſurety and this ſatisfacti- 7 
on given by him, is of Gods finding | 
and of his own procurement & up-# ; 
on the matter, the money paid him 
was his own : asif I ſhould pay my! 
debt to another man with his own| 
money. 
\ And therefore this righteouſneſs 
of Chriſt, by which we are juſtified, , 
and made righteous, 1s called, the 
Righteouſneſs of God: But now the; - 
Righteouſneſs of God without the Law} , 
7s manifeſted ; even the righteouſneſs | 
of God, that is by faith of Jeſws Chriſt, Þ 
unto all, and upon all them that be-\ 7 
heve, And Rom. 10. 3. For they. Þ 
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being ignorant of God's righteouſneſs, |, | 


and going about to eſtabliſh their own: Þ 
righteouſneſs, have not ſubmitted\! x 
them-| x 


Yi 


1 (35) 
; themſelves to the righteouſneſs of God. 


8 eſs of God and of our Saviour Jeſus © 
2 Chriſt - Sothat though it be Chriſts 
| Righteouſneſs that juſtifies us, yet 
 thisis a Righteouſneſs of Gods own 
| finding and providing 5 who there- 
| fore doth, as it were, pay himſelf 
our debt with his own mony. Oh 
| theMyltery that is in the pardon of 
- fin, and juſtifying of rhe ſinner 7 


Z And its called both the Righteonſ- 2 Petu1.te 


* There is height, and depth, and Eph: 3. 


f leonth, and breadth 1n theſe things. 
| Thereis as much mercy as juſtice, 
1 : and as much wiſdom, and power, 
F aseither. 
*© lIt'sa depth admired, and pored 
if intonot only by Saints, 'bur Angels; 


© Which things the Angels deſire to look yper.r.12 


' imo. And Ephef. 3. 10. to the in- 
»# tent, that unto Principalities, and 

” Powers i in neavenly places, mzght 
' be known by the Church, the ma- 
"| nifold wiſdom of God. A Myſtery 
il admired, and will be admired in 

Prorur as well as on Earth, Rev. 5. 


II, 12, 13: C 2 But 
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But for the further clearing up of 
this Dofrine, theſe things mult be # 
made out. £ 

1. .What neceſſity there is thata | 
ſinner ſhould be made a Righteous | 


INAN. 


. That the Righteouſneſs of if 
F es 1S not In, nor of himſelf. #® 
3- Thatit is 1 Chriſt ; and what 
It is in Chriſt that makes a Sinner \ 
righteous. ' 
4. There cannot be any other” 
way of making a man righteous, 
but this, as the caſe ſtands now be-|. 
twixt God and him. 4 
1, What neceſlity there is that as 
finner ſhould be made a righteous 
man. 
Anſ. The neceſſity lies in this, that. | 
God ſaves none but juſtify'd per-” 
Rom.8.30 Tons; Whom be juſtified, them he alſit- 
1 Cor.6.9. glorified : And, know ye not that the. 
unrichteous ſhall not inherit the King-: 
dom of God : and becauſe there are” 
zone righteous by nature,z0, not one;. 
there: 


Rom.3« I'O 
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therefore men muſt be righteous, of 
orace & fayour, before God can fave 
them, if he follow his own rule, 
which moſt ſurely he muſt 5; whom: 
he juſtified, them he alſe glorified, and 
none elſe, 

0bj. But the Apoſtle faith, Godg, _ 

juſtifieth the ungodly. ----To hin that © ”y 
> morketh not, but believeth in bim 
” that juſtifieth the ungodly. 
t> Anſw. God dothnot juſtifie them 
t* for their ungodlineſs, or in it; but 

» fromit. Though he find norigh- 
r' teouſneſsin them when he juſtifieth 
them, yet he puts righteouſneſs up- 
on them 3 neither doth this way of 
juſtification leave any man ungod- 
ly, though it find him ſo. For what 
ſaith the Scripture in the caſe;Kzow , cor.z g. 

 genotthat the unrighteom (hall not in- 
it; herit the Kingdom of God? And, 
r-" there ſhall in ng wiſe enter into it, 1. e. 
3%, into heaven, any thing that defileth, 
e: Ec. call'd Heavenly Jeruſalem, Gal, 
- 4 Jeruſalem which is above. 
ef The Ark may have clean and vn- 
38 C3 clean 


JMI 
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2 Chron. clean Creatures in it, but not ſothe 
23: 15 Temple. There were Porters ap- 
pointed to keep out all that were 
unclean. So the Church here 1s a 
Field which hath Corn and Chafte 
rogether;z but the Church in Hea- 
ven hath only Corn, no Chafle,not 
an ungodly perſon, not one Hypo- 
crite, all are made righteous that 
are there; according to that of the 

Tit.z.7, Apoltle, That being juſtified by his 

' grace we ſhould be made heirs accord- | 

ing to the hope of eternal life. And, { 

Rom.5.17 They are they that receive abun- | 
dance of Grace, and of the gift of | 
righteouſneſs, which ſhall reign 1n | 
life, by one Jeſus Chriſt. But this 3. 
needs no further proof, 

2. The Righteouſneſs that juſtt- 7. 
fietha ſinner, 1s not in, nor ef him- © | 
{e}t; it is neither In any gracious dif- | , 
poſitions 1n him, nor by any righte- | 
ous acts done by him. Wherethere | 1 
is inherent ſin, there cannot be inhe- © | 
rent righteouſneſs, able to juſtifies 
becauſe 1 ts evident, thatit 1s imper- 
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fe. righteouſneſs; and what good 
is 10 him, and what goods done by - 


him, is now but in part, and #hat , cor. 13; 


which is perfe} is not yet come. 
That righteouſneſs then for which 
a f1oner 1s juſtified, is a righteouſe 
neſs without him ; it is the righte- 
ouſnelſs of another, yet by Grace 
and Favour reputed and accounted_ 
his. So that it is by a forreignrigh- 


© teouſneſsthat a manis now juſtified; 
; yet is it made his own when it juſti- 
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fies bim : But hows not by 1nhefion, 


as a perſonal righteouſneſs, but by 


Imputation, asa publick righteoul- 
neſs, or the righteouſneſs of a pub- 
lick perſon, another Adam; and fo 
ſerves to juſtifie many, even as ma- 


' NY as believe in this new Adam, or | 
| as many as believe in Jeſus, For as Rom, 3,26 


Adams wnrighteouſneſs brought. 
many under condemnation, ſo the _ 


righteouſneſs of Chriſt brings many rom:$.18, 


under juſtification of life. 
When therefore the Queſtion 1 is, 
How God makes a man righteous 3 
C 4 why 


(40) 


why it is not by putting inherent // 


righteouſneſs into him ; for ſo men ; 
 Popiſhly confound Juſtification and / 


Santification 3 but God dothit by * 


putting a ſinner intoa new ſtate of 


righteouſneſs, not of his own, but | 


that of Chriſt's And this Point | ! 


; 4 


St. Paul underſtood well, when he 7 


Phil. 3. 9 wiſhed thus--»- And be found in him, 
not having mine own righteouſueſs, 
which is of the Law, but that which 
is through the Faith of Chriſt, the 
ry Tronjmeſ which is of God by 
F art 


' Yet this muſt be granted and un- | 


derſtood in this caſe; that as there 


was fin, and (till is imputedto men | 


ids {a ot 
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from Adam ; ſo there is alſo fin pro- | 
Pagated from him to us; and wedo |: 
* vibil «4 2Ot (in obly by imitation of Adam, 


predican- and our immediate Parents, as the 


cum 11114 pelagiaris hold 5s but we have fin 


nihil ad in- 


religen- from him by communication of Na- | 
dum ſeve- tyres: A Truth, but a * Myſtety. | 


TIus, Whis 
tak. de o- Why ſoit is betwixt Chriſt and usz 


The. peecat. as WE have an Imputed righteouſneſs 


from 


(41) 
t 7 from him, for which God doth ju- 
n if ſtifieusz ſo with this we have a de- 
d 7 rived and communicated righteouſ- 
y 7 nefs, which is within us by communi- 
f > cation of the divine nature to us : 
| 7 for that the Children of the Promiſe 
Z are made partakers of the Divine 


© But this is our Sandification, not 
, 2 our Juſtificationz neither can bez 
p | becauſe at preſent it is imperfe@ 3 
» > and comes up to perfection and ful- 
' 7 neſs by degrees: asthe water of E- 
* zekjel'sSanftuary, Chap. 47. 3. &c. 
which roſe firſt but tothe Ankles, 
then to the knees, then to the loins, 
then to a full River. But we ſhall 
more 11luſtrate this ſecond Point by 
ſome Particulars : ſc. that the righ- 
teouſneſs which juſtifies a man, 1s 
neither in, nor of himſelf. 
T.. The beſt Works of Nature 
cannot juſtifie, becauſe they are noc 
ſpiritually good, Ir is ſaid indeed, 
that, the Gertiles do by nature the 
things contained inthe Law ; do ma- 


uF 


2 © Nature, is affirm'd by St. Peter., pe, 1-4; 


Rom,2.14. 


(42) ; 
ay things which the Law requires, | 
and forbear many things that the Þ 
Law forbids. As Cato was ſaid to * 
be Homo virtati ſimillimus ; a man Þ 
very freefrom Humane Vices. Mo- | 
ral Virtues ariſe from the Soyl of | 
Nature. There have been eminent 
Moralifts among the Heathen. Some | 
parts of the earth bring forth not I \ 
only Weeds, but Veins and Mines; | 
and fo the nature of man may bring 
forth, with Vices, Virtues too, | 
There are ſome Sparkles, ſince A- i 
dam, of the Law inthe Conſcience | 
ofnatural men about A#quam e& Bo- | 

NoM2.12 #2: they have a Natural Divini- 
ty: And moral virtues are good, | 
and very good in their kind 5 but | 
not ſogood, as to have any placein | : 
the reaſon of a mans juſtification 
before God, | 

Neitheris this a diſparagement to 
Morality, to fay it cannot juſtifie z ' 
no more than it 1s. to Braſs, to ſay, - 
it is not current Coin, and can pay 
no Debts: for though it be not _ 
god 


0 (43) 
Foood for this, yet it 1s good inits 
Ekind : Moral Virtues are lovely in 


#lov'd that young man for his Inge- 
- Fnuity. But yet Juſtification 1s not | 
the Orb where Moral Virtues 
move. 

| And therefore know, that good 
E Works done by the Light of Na- 
Eture, or Common Grace, though 
' good 1n their matter, they may be 
. & very bad intheir manner and ends. 
- # So were the beſt of the Heathens 
E moral virtues. For, 

{ 1, They did not their good 
 Þ works in Faith, or through Faith in 
{ Chriſt ; and ſo did not pleaſe God - 
& they had not that teſtimony in their 
= aRions, as Eroch had in his : That 


! do without Faith in Chriſt, it is im- 


Ztheir Sphere. Our Bleſſed Saviour Mar.1o.21 


g he pleaſed God, Whatever men —_ 


;! poſlibleit ſhould pleaſe God 3 Chriſt ar. z. I7. 


* being the perſon in whom God is 

.. wellpleaſed ; and with noneelſe but 

- Upon his account. 

- * And further, 2, They didnot 4 
cr 


(44) 
fer the good they did to Gods glo-» 
ry, but their own. As Chriſt told. | 
John the Jews; They ſought honour one t 
1544 of another - and the Scribes and 9 
Math. 6s. Phariſees ſought the praiſe of men, 1 

What they did was meerly theatrj-. 
{a uh cal,and hiſtrionicalz like the Nigh-j/ 1 
_ tingale, which, as Pliny ſays, fiogeth? * 
| the longer and better when men” 
3 ſtand by to ſee and hear. 4 
P. 19. But now when mens ations that 
are eminently good materially, do:. 
not terminate in God as their ſu-/ 
preme end ; he values them not. 
As the Jews Faſts in the fifth and” 
ſeventh month for ſeventy years; 
"OR —_ ye at all faſt unto me, even unt(\ 
And moreover, Thirdly, Their 
conſciences were not waſhed with 
the blood of Chriſt, and therefore. 
were themſelves defiled ; as the A-: 
| Tit.rs, Poſtle to Titws faithz and fo all. 
things they did were defiled. Their 
Heb.9.14. works were but dead works, becaule | 
their conſciences were not purged | 


by 


UM 


by blood. 
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Now 


2, Mens repentings and ſorrow- 


| togs for ſin, make them not righte- 


ous before God. Eſans tears waſhs 
ed not off one ſpot of his prophane- 
neſs; he was prophane Fſaz for all 
his repenting tears. Oh take heed 
of ſetting forrow for fin in Chriſts 
room 3 you may this way cheat your 
ſelves, as Laban did Jacob, with Le- 


_ ah for Rachel. 


Sorrow and repentance for fin 
hath a place in mens converſion, but 
none 1n their juſtification. Nor 
doth that of the Publican break 
thisrule « where Chriſt ſaid, upon 
his penitent deportment in the ſenſe 
of fins This tan went away juſtified 
rather than the other : for there is 
neither 


The Levitical Law 
| taught us this, wherein all things 
' and perſons were unclean,that were 
| not ſprinkled with blood. 
-. dead works can no more juſtifie a 
- man before God, than a Will writ 
- witha dead mans hand, can holdin 
- Law. 


Hed.1 2 
16,17» 


Luke 28, 
14+ 


Rom.7.12 God, as St.Parl calls it,then it would | 


Pan, x. 
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neither more nor leſs in juſtificati-! { 
on : but our Saviour uſeth a popu- - 
lar kind of expreſſion, which im- 7 
porteth only this, that the humble 7 
Publicans eſtate was better than the 
proud Phariſees : The Phariſces po- 7 
{tures were not taking with God, as 
the Publicans. ; 

The Phariſee and Publican put : 
into the ballance together, the Pub- : 
Iican was the more weighty 1n righ- 
teouſnefs of the two; yet if the 
Publican had been put into the bal- 
lance with the juſt and holy Law of fy 


Fr 2” Q tHe 


__ 
a 


ee 


— © a+ oy a wk wt ROY 


have been faid to him , As 10 the | 
hand-writing -to Belſhazzar, Tekel, © 
Thou art weighed in the ballances and © 
art found wanting, You ſhall ob- 
{erve, that, 

Under the Law. ſorrow for fin did © 
not ſerve the ſinners turn , though he | 
was never ſo ſorrowful for his of | 
fence; but he muſt alſo bring his OE | 
fering, bis Sin-offering, and lay his 
hand on it, and by that ceremony 

he 
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| | helaid his fin on it, and ſo was clear - 
= ed; z.e. by transferring his ſin from 
* * hinſae to the Sacrifice for ſin. 


* And without blood of that Offer- 


© ing, which was a figure and Type 


* of Chriſt, his fin was not expiated ; Heb. 9. 
* without blood there was no roubli; 22. 
= fion. Indeed ſorrow for fin may 


_ : helptobring a ſinner toChriſts righ- 
2 teouſneſs, but you muſt lay your 
= hands on Chriſt your Sacrifice, for 


; there 1s your expiation of Sin, and 


2 there is your righteouſneſs, 


2. The inherent graces which are 


© In the regenerate, do not acquiz 


them of their tos and guilt before 


» God ; no, nor their gracious works, 
2 nor their humbleſt prayers, nor 
' their holieſt lives: Abraham was 
; not juſtified by any of his holy 
( woika before God, but by his faith : 


| his faith in the Promiſe: : which Pro- 


- miſe as all other, was in Chri 


” But what faith the Scripture, Abra- © 
q | hambelieved God, and it was connted% 43 
1 unto hire for righteonſmeſs. 


And 


{, - Cor.1 


s Cor, 
I 2. IH, 


Us) 3 
And the Apoſtle tells us, v; 2, 
that if Abrahaws had, or could beſt 
juſtified by his beſt works that ever # 
he did, and he did many, then he 
had whereof to glory, even in his}. 
juſtification - but he could not glo- 
ry before God, he might before 
man, as Job, and David, and Pail | * 
lawfully did , being neceſlitated to : 
it as they were : Te have compelled ® *© 
ee to glory of my ſelf. But before i © 
God, Abraham himſelf muſt ſay, as | © 
the oodly amongſt the Jews: AllF* 
our righteonfueſs are as filthy rage, 
Ie.Ba. 6. . *. K 
As for that juſtification of Abra- | 
hams by works, in. St. James, It was 
the juſtification of his taith, and nor, if t 
of his perſon - It beipg the ſcope of 38 
vhe Apoſtle in that .place, and dif, ® h 
courſe, to diſtinguiſh of faith, and þ © 
togive the CharaGeriſtical note of $ 
the faith that is ſaving: ſo that it bh 
j 


was Abrahams faith that was juſti- 


fied by works5 but his perſon by 


faith : "is you ſce the Apoſtle Foul | 
ſaith, 
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| fit, that Abraham in his beſt works: 
| had not wherein to glory — 
| God. 


—_ O 


Yea, and if our beſt works were © © 7 


| perfe& they could but ſtand for | 
themſelves, they could not expiate 
the infirmities and evils that are in 
| the reſt of our works, which are 
| imperfect. Abraham had his ſpots 
| as well as beauty 1 in bis life; .after 
_ called by God his faith was ſome- 
© times weak, though #he Fatber of all ROW. 4.11 
| rom that believe. As when he 
went down into Egyp#. becauſe 'of 
the Famine : And ſo-his difſemb- 6en- 12: 
| ling with Abimelech., _ 9 
E And he drew Sarah alſo toſinat #7 
+ the ſame time, even fo as to endan- 
= ger her chaſtity. And beſides, he 
Z had two Wives; and whether a fin 
l | of knowledge or ignorance, yet it 
| | wasa fin. As the Prophet Malachi, , is, 
© ſhews; Did not he: maks one? he 
| had the refidue, or excellency of 
; pe, and he could have made A-. 
| 2m more Wives; yet he made but. 
A ONE, 
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one. Upon which our Saviour doth 4 
admirably comment , Matth. 19. | 

39 6. | va 
* Now if Abrahams good works ” 
had been perfet, yet their perfe- * 
ion could not have expiated thoſe © 
that were imperfect and evil. And 7 
upon all the premiſes, it muſt be 7 
concluded, therefore, As Chriſt © 
was made ſl 7 z, by the Lords laying our þ 
zniquities on him, ſo we are made Þ 
righteous, by Godr laying his righte- | 
onſneſs upon us 5 according to thar, + 
Thy beauty was perfe&t through 21) þ 


Ezck, 16, comlineſ put apon thee , ſaith the} 


Lord God. 

4. Faith it ſelf, as an inhereae| K 
quality, juſtifieth not. A man is; 
not juſtified for faith, but by it: 
not for it, as a Cauſe of, but by it, 
as an Inſtrument In juſtification, | 
Wherever faith is ſpoken of in re-|. 
ference fo juſtification 3 it is ſaid} 
we are juſtified 75 mice 8 Hd vis niczas, © 
by. faith, or through faith 3 never | | 
Fo 7h» mis1v, for faith. | 

F aith | ' 
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. Faith doth not juſtifie as it is a 
prace, but as it hath an office which 
no other grace hath 3. ſcil. to appre- 
hend and apply that righteouſneſs 


which does juſtifie us: And there- 


fore, whereas it is ſaid, That Abra- 


ham believed, and. it was counted 


to hint for righteouſneſs; you muſt 
underſtand it relatively, 2. e. 1n re- 
ſpect of the objec . of his believing 
the promiſe in Chriſt 3 or elſe exclu- 
ſively, as that faith only is that in us, 
that God makes uſe of in our Ju- 
ſtification, not as meritorious of it, 
but as inſtrumental in it. And this 
alſo is to be underſtood, not of the 
habit of faith, but the aft, as it acts 
on Chriſt, | 

And indeed, if the 73 credere of 
faith it ſelf, were our righteouſneſs, 
as ſome think, but miſtakiogly, then 
we ſhould be juſtified by an imper- 
fe& righteouſneſs3 for faith is im- 
perfect id us, as well as other graces? 
we may often cry, and fay with the. 
Father of that Child, with tears 3, 
D 2 1 
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Mark, 9. T believe, help thon mine unbelief. 


Chriſt's own domeſtick Diſciples 
5 were but of little faith : Why are ye 
fearful, ob ye of little faith? and they 


Luke 27.5 'prayed to Chriſt, Lord, encreaſe our 
Rom 1.17 F;th : And the Apoſtle ſaith, The 


righteouſneſs of God is revealed from 
faith to faith, So that, though we 
are juſtified by faith, yet we can- 
not be juſtified for it. Thus much 
for the ſecond thing to be proved, : 
ſeil. That the righteouſneſs of a ſin- # 
ner 15not in, norof himfelf. The 
3. Point tobe cleared, is, What ! 
this Righteouſneſs 1s, that makesa ' 
ſinner righteous before. God, and * 


for which God diſcharges a finner © 


from the guilt of fi, and damna- 
tion for it. Py 
And certainly, this muſt needs 
be ſome rare and admirable thing, - 
a thing of infinite value and worth, 
thata poor ſinner, yea, a great ſin- 
ner, may with boldneſs and conhi- * 
dence bring to Gods Bap, and Judg- ;- 
ment-Seat, and there oppoſe to ' 
Gods - 


(53) | 
Gods ſentence of death and damna- 
tion for bis ſins, and upon the ac- 
count whereof, the ſinner can de- 
mand a diſcharge, and releaſe from 
a juſt and holy God. 

According to that high challenge 
of St. Paul; Who ſhall lay any thing 
tothe charge of Gods eleFs It 3s God 
that juſtifieth, who is be that con- 
demneth © it 3s Chriſt that dyed; not 
the ſinner, but Chriſt for him - yes 


Rom,8.33 


* rather, that is riſen again, and here- 


in ſhewing forth a full diſcharge,and 
full ſatisfaction given , fo that the 
Law could demand no more, nor 
yet the Juſtice of God. 

And truly nothing but this ſatis- 
faction of Chriſt himſelf could poſ- 
fibly have been of this value and 
efficacy. Adam's righteouſneſs in 
innocency was ſwallowed up by his 
fall, fo that henceforth it had no 
beings God will not ſo much as Ez<*15- 
mention it. And the Angelsrigh-** 
teouſneſs will but ſerve their own 

turns ſo that the righteouſneſs that 
D 3 ſatis- 


Heb. 1,4. 


Rom.s, 
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ſatisfies God for finers,muſt needs be 
a greater and a more excellent righ- 
teouſneſs than that of the holy and 
elet Angels. And therefore the 
Author to the Hebrews ſpeaks of 
Chriſt, Being made ſo much better 
thanthe Angels, as he hath by inhe- 
ritance obtained a more excelent 
name than they; and ſo a more ex- 
cellent office, -2.e. to interpoſe and 
mediate between God and fioners. 
Now this ſatisfaction whichChriſt 
oaveto God for us ; and which 1s 
Þy God imputed to us, unto juſtift- 
cation, becauſe given for us, was 
his obedience, which ſwalloweth 
up into victory our diſobedience 1n 
Adam, and in our perſons : For as 
by one mans diſobedience many were 
made ſinners, ſo by the obedience of 
one, (hall many be made righte- 
EO 
nd this ſatisfyiog Obedience of 
Chriſt for us, and our juſtification, 


Phil.2.8.7 was aCtive and paſhve: It began in 


i » 


his lite, but did not end till his death; 
37 Aud 


£* 
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And became obedient unto death. 

” And this diſtin&ion of Chriſts ative 

- and paſſive obedience, need not be 
quarrelled with; though it is by 
ſome: for we muſt look unto Chritfts 
ſufferings not in abſtraFo, meerly as 
ſufferings, but as ſuffering or paſſt- 
on 1n obedience - and became obe- 
dient to death. | 

Now there are two things, ſay 
Divines in juſtification. 1. Remil- 
fion of fin ; and this is from Chriſts | 
paſſive obedience : Rezziſſron of ſons vc. es 
through his blood : and much more. 
then, being now juſtified by his 
blood, 2. e. from our ſins, we ſhall be 
ſaved from wrath. 

The other is, the imputatian of 
Righteouſneſs;z and this is from 
Chriſts ative obedience : and here 

 heigcall'd, The Lord our Righteonſ- 
. meſs, and we, the Righteouſneſs of 
God in him. | 

And again, Chriſts aQive obe- 
dience was neceſſary to qualifie him 
for his paſſive, For had be not been 

D 4 holy 
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holy and obedient in his life; he 
muſt in his death have offered for 
his own fins, as well as the peoples, 
_ which muſt not be imagined. - For 
0-5-3, the Apoſtle makes this one of the 
©7170 greatdiſparitics between Chriſt and 
the High-Prieſts in the Law, his 

Shadows. 
And one reaſon may be, becauſe 
Heb. 9.14. Chriſt was to be our Sacrihce as 
well as our Prieſt. And the Sacri- 
fice which was offered for fins un- 
Lev, 1.3, der the Law, was to be clean and 
& 4- 3- Without blemiſh - ſo Chriſt, as our 
_ Sacrifice, as well as our Prieſt, was 
._ _ to be without blemiſh 1n his Na- 
ture, and in his life : and fo he was, 
1 Pet. 2, heknewno ſin. He was to be holy, 
22. harmleſs, undefiled, and ſeparate 
acb.n.26, from ſinners. So that his obedience 


in his life for us, which was his 


active obedience , had great influ- 
ence on his death for us, which wag 
his paſſive. And ſoour righteouſl- 
nels whereby we are both reputed 
8nd made rightequs before God, 

reſults 
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reſults from both - from his Obedi- 


. ence, tothe Preceptive part of the 
- Law, which was his fulfilling the 
© Righteouſneſs of the Law and to 


{ the Vindictive part of the Law, 
& which was, bearing the Curſe of it. 


And this tranſcendent Righteoul- 


© neſs by which we become Righte- 


” ous, We that believe, thus, as it 


n ; Dan. 9 24, 
were, conſtituted of this double O- Rom. x5; 


- bedienoe of Chriſt, Adive and Pal- 325-10 3- 
- five; 15, for the infinite and eternal 3. 


x3 Cor. 1 


" virtueof i it, called Everlaſting Righ-2 2 Cor, 6- 


teanſneſs : And frequently the Righ= pp 
teonſneſs of God, in the New Telta- 
ment. And it's call'd the Righte- 


ouſneſs of God , not as though it *0ander 
condemns 


3. 9» 


. were Chriſt's eſſential Righteoul- oq for this 
- nefs, asheis God; as ſome, though ſharply by 


JMI 


* Beza, Ep. 
few, have thought ror, 1. That, By 


Is intommunicable to us. And, 2. It Catvin,tp. 
that had been a Righteouſneſs cam 743%. 2 
on, 
yenient to our Juſtification, Chriſt & 29.254. 
needed. not to have been incarnate, contra Ofi- 
And,z, The Holy Ghoſt calls it the ang _ 
fghteonſneſy of one warn z and lo its 
called 


(59). 
| called both , the righteouſneſs of , If 
Grande! God and of wan 3 becauſe it is the | b 
or righteouſnels of Chriſt our Media- - 
un come tour, 1n both natures, God-man. + F 
= Eviſt. Now from this third point thus” t 


x. ByLa-(tated, there flow theſe inferen- | 


tim, Ep. 
Tal. Me- Ces. - | 
Lanfhon. t. That abſolution from ſin, Ron, |: 


& EP.355- 3. 25. and exemption from con- | 
fiandrum. demnation, Rom. 8. 1. 1s not the 
. whale righteouſneſs of a finger, that | 
Chriſt is made to him, or that he 
has by the righteouſneſs of Chrilt | 
reputed his 3 though ſome have had ': 
ſuch thoughts. 

But doubtleſs, all things pertain- 
ing to ſpiritual and eternal life, : 
come in to us by the righteouſneſs : 
of Chriſt ; Therefore the Apoſtle 

ROW-5-19 calls it, Righteouſneſs to life. To 
life to God here, and with God here- ' 
after. It's impoſſible a man ſhou}d 
be diſcharged of condemnation,and | 
pot entitled to ſalvation, For | 
Chriſts Righteouſneſs leaves no | 
man out of Heaven, which he de- | 

livers \ 
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. them that are ſan@Gified, are joyned 
| together. | 


' livers out of Hell: Whom be juSti- Rom.8.30 


- pears, that there is nothing of that 
' infinite value and merit, ito intereſt 


neſs which he imparteth to us; and 


(59) 


fies, ther he glorifies : and remiſſion | 
of firs, and an inheritance among} a&.26.18 


2. Hence it moſt certainly aps 


us 1n' both theſe, a diſcharge from 
Condemoation, and a ticle to a new | 
Salvation, but this Righteouſneſs of ,.,, +,.. 
Chriſt imputed, and paſled over to 6 
us : For that interent righteoul- 


which his Spirit worketh in us, can- 
not poſſibly doit. 

1. Thata regenerate man hath 
inherent righteouſneſs, 1s confeſied ; 
the Scripture calls ſuch men righte- 
ous: Thee have IT ſeen righteous be- 
ore me in this generation, (aid God | 
ro Noah. And, God 3s in the gene-v.ca.s. 
ration of the righteous. And tht 
Scripture calls theſe ſo in reſpect of 

their inherent righteouſneſs. And, 


2, It s not to be doubted, -but 
that 


Gen.7.1; 


(60) 
that this righteouſneſs 1 In the Saints þ Pp 
pleafeth God. It's ſaid of Enoch, | 
Heb. 11, Dat in his walking with God, ". 0 
R-IIs" pad this teitimony, that he pleaſed | ['Y 
God. And St. Paul prayed for the þ n 
Coloſſians, that they might walk wor- ] 
- combs thy of the Lord, to Gy pleafeng, The 
word ia; tranſlated, worthy , means | 
not, merit; but conveniency and | | 
decency 3 5 That ye walk ſutably to the |. | 
holy calling, to which the Lord bath | | 
Math.2. 8. called you, as Epheſ. 4. 1. and ſo the {-. 
word is tranſlated ſometimes, But | 
now, I ſay, this is a ſecondary plex: |. 
Wah. 3- ling of God : he is firſt wel pledfel 
my with us in Chriſt, as we are found in | 
him and his righteouſneſs 3 3 and then | 
Fhil.z.9. he 1s pleaſcd with the righteonſack 
that is in us. The Lord hath firſt / 
Gen.4.4- reſpect to the perſon, and then to | 
his works: as we ſee in Abels caſe, -: 
Sothat though the inherent righ- | 
teouſneſs of the Saints pleaſ: God, 
yet it doth not juſtifie them before 
God 3 this1s done by a more perfect | 
righteouſneſs, not in us, but upon us, | 
And | 
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* his Father Iſaac was good, and 
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And indeed as to the point of juſti- 


- fication, our inherent righteouſneſs 
* muſt be deny'd and rejected, as 
1 © well as our fins: All our righteouſ- 
 neſſes are as filthy rags : and this ho- 
. © ly Paul knew well, when he fought 
| tobe found in Chriſt, not having his *-3-5: 
, | own righteouſneſs. 


Iſa. 64.6, 


The meat that Jacob provided for _ __ 


pleaſed him well; yet he got not 


'; the bleſſing by this, but by being, 2, 
found in his elder Brothers Gar- 
'” ment; He ſmeled the ſmell of bis 
garment, and bleſſed him. So,though 
| the precious graces, and holy dutys, 
: andholy lives of believers and ho- 


ly men, are well pleaſiog to Gode 


; yet itisnot for theſe that God doth **-322- 


bleſs them with forgiveneſs of fin; 
but becauſe they are in their elder 
Brothers Garment , in the righte- 
ouſneſs of Chriſt put upon them - 
Thou waſt perfet through my comli- Ezek, 1, 
neſs which I had put upon thee, ſaith ® 
the Lord God, 

| 


- (62) 
T ſhi! add,to what hath been ſaid} 
ih this ſecond Branch of the Do-f 
Ctrine, ſome Guides, or Aſteriſques, 
| tolead you direCtly to that Righte-Þ 
Ke ouſneſs which muſt needs juſtifie aſt 
| ſinner before God. Men are Seek- | 
| ers in this Point; but few there be Þþ 
. that find it : Zſrael ſought it, but Þ 
Rom. 9.31 found it not, becauſe they miſs'd 
= their way 3 Jſrael, which followed þ 
after the Law of Righteouſneſs, hath | 

not attained to the Law of Righte- þ 
ouſneſs ; Wherefore ? Becauſe they | 

ſought it not by Faith,z. e.in Chriſt ; þ 

_ but as it wereby the works of the F 
Judg, 14 Law, The ,Philiſtines could not | 
find out Serſons Riddle, if they | 

had not plowed . with his Helter. 3 
And truly as Elzhs (aid to Job, there 7: 
v.23, muſt be an Interpreter, one of 4| 
thouſand, to ſhew man his Upright- | 

eſs; ſo doubtleſs, it's the Spirit of |. 

Chriſt that muſt belpa Sinner to find | 

_-- .-.- Ole his Juſtifyiog Righteoutfneſs,and - 
Joh.15.14 ſhew him where it is : So our Bleſ- | 
ſed Saviour faith, He will _— 
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| the world of Righteouſneſs, as well as jy, ic 
| of Sin 3 yet he does it by means. 8. 
"| The Hebrews. ſay, the Jews had 
"8 hands ſet up 1n the way, to point 
| the offendors to the Cities of Re- 


Godwin 
our of 


% { fuge, that they might not miſs in Maimen, 
: | their haſty flight from the Revenger 


+ | of blood : So to this famous City of 
1 | Refuge, theſe Conſiderations, under 
| | the command and power of the Spi- 
\ | ritof Chriſt, may be the poor guilty 
© finners guides. 
© 1. Conſider what that is which 
'E God hath affigned to be Righteoul- 
'& neſs to a Sinner; and this we ſhall 
'© find tobe the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who r cor. x, 
© 3 made of God unto us Kighteouſneſs, 3% 
 Nothingelſe hath Gods Supericnp- 
+ tion on it for currant Juſtitying 
' Righteouſneſs in his eyes. There- 
# foremen are much out of their way 
© tothe City of Refuge, when they 
'> think to find their Righteouſnels in 
E any good in them, or done by 
them. | 
A piece of Silver uncoyn'd, may 
c 


Iſa. 63.3: 


_ ple there was none with me. 


Exod. 29. Gyer his offence before he could be 


IO 


. Lev. 4.24, diſcharged. And this leads us to ; 
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be good Silver, but not current in 
pay3z becauſe it has notthe Kings | 
Com : ſo a man may have much | 
good in him, and doneby him , and | 
yet God will not takeit for pay and | 
ſatisfaction, becauſe not aſſigned a 
him.,for that uſe ; and this will guide | 
us tothe Obedience of Chriſt, which Þ 
hath this aſſignment on it, | 

2. Conſider what that Righteouf: | 1 
neſs is wherein God ſhews both his | 
Juſtice and Mercy. Now wherein | 
do theſe meet, but in Chriſt's obe- | 
diential Life and Death? Who Þþ 
ever fulfilled all Righteouſneſs, bur 
he? And who was ever madea | 
Curſe for us but he? Thave trodden Þ 
the Winepreſs alone, and of the peo- q 


The travſlation of our fins to,and | 
vpon Chriſt, was held out evident- | 
ly in the Sacrifices in the Laws | 
where by laying on of hands on the, | 
Sacrifices head, the offendor paſſed þ 


_— 
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Chtiſt for our juſtification 3 be- WY" 
cauſe our fins are tranſlated from 2Cor.z.z. 


us to him, before we can be righ- 
tEOUS: ' ; : | 1 

3. Conſider, that all that are 
juſtified and made righteous before 
God, are fo madeby one common 
righteouſneſs, not every man by his 
own; but by a common ſtock of 
Righteouſneſs, that lies in one pub- 


lick perſon; As #any were made - - 
” ſinners by the offence of one Adam, 7 _ v 


many are made righteous by another ; 
and this leads us uhto Chrift for 
righteouſtefs, | 


'* 4, Let 4 man work his thoughts 


Z ypon the infinite juſtice and holl>, _ 
| neſs in God - thar he is a holy God, yy, 5,55; 
} and of purer eyes thart to behold | 
* iniquity, but hates its and that heHeb.r2. 
# 13a confaining fire. - = 


And now -let hiai thidk ſeriouſly 


and rationally; who it 1s that can 
| bear the hand of this infioite Ju- 
| ſtice, and the eye of this infinite 
| Holineſs, andthere muſt be # fioters 


E Righ- 


Job. 4.18. 


& 15, 


cal g' 


we 
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Righteouſneſs; and certainly he 
will find no ſuch perſon, but Chriſt, 
nor any ſuch righteouſneſs, but his. 
He put no truſt 2n his ſervants, nor in 
his Saints; And his Angels he charg- 
ed with folly, and the Heavens are 
not clean in his fight ; the Heavens 


where the Saints and Angels are; - 


ſo that Saints and Angels in Heaven 
cannot be the righteouſneſs of a 
finner - they have but for them- 


felves, and borrowed too; as much 


as the Moon her light from the 
Suns ſo is their righteouſneſs from 
Chriſt,confirming their eſtate there. 
And this ſtill leads us to Chriſt for 


righteouſneſs. 


I ſhall make ſome brief Applica- | 


tion of that accountT have given of 
the firſt of the two Branches, tobe 


.opened in clearing the Doctrine, ſc. 


That Chriſt is the Righteouſneſs of a 
fenner. Now, 


- - I, This informs us of what ex- 


-ceeding great weight this Doctrine 


is: It isa great a ns ſo it. is of . 


great 


J 23> yo Ys LES 0 Eo bat io > DIEM AF IRGED SIP. ot» ns VE ALY F EI © 0 COSI f2, Oe SING 5 NO OL RO te) <a ES ad adds 1; _ _—_ 
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great moment, Imayſay of it, as 

Moſes to Iſrael, of the word of the ** 
Lord in his days: It #4. wot a vainDeut.zs; 
' thing, for it 3s our life, There is: 

no point in Religion of greater Cone 

| cernment than thisz The way. of a 

| finners juſtification, and ſtanding 

| righteous before God « for David 

| lays, 12 #by ſight ſhall no man living yc,," ,. 
| be juſtified 3. e. by the Law, as St. Rom.3.20 
| Paul eExpounds it. And ſo David. 


. þ prays; David,a man after Gods own 


| heart, yet he prays, Lord go not to*143: 2: 
| Law with ze; fo the word may be 
| read, 
So that this point of our being 
righteous by the righteouſneſs of 
Chriſt, is the great vein of the Go- 
| ſpel, and here lieth the vein of life, 
| The Law cannot give life : If the fin- Gal.'3, 21; 
| ber had but the guilt of ons fin up- 
| on him, yet the Law could not ju- 
I\tifie from this one ſia : 1, but the 
Þ righteouſneſs of Chriſt made ours, 
 Pjuſtifies from all fins; ſins from 
"Ewhich the Law of Azoſes could 
= . E a _ not 


1 1RAL 


AR.1339 teouſneſs 


Rom. 4.5. 


Rom.9.31, 
32.&K1043» 
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Yea, and this righ- 
is provided only for fin- 
ners. The Angels have not the uſe 
of it, he was not made fin for them, 
nor are they made tbe righteoul- 
neſs of God in him, as we are. 
Except therefore that we will 
mingle Law and Goſpel ; Grace and 
Works; and bring confufton into 
our ttate now with God ; we muſt 
keep up,and keep in view this righ- 
tecuſneſs of Chriſt made ours; and 
both in the doctrine and: experience | 
of it. The Jews ignorance, willtul 
ignorance, of this righteouſneſs (for | 
fuch was theirs) undid them, and | 
damned many of them. F: 
Ion the experience of this righte- | 
ouſhneſs ſtands, 1. The comfort of | 
perplexed conſciences. As 13 our | 
righteouſneſs we truſt to, fuch 1s, or | 
will be our peace of conſcience; | 
when fin grates there, it's this righ- | 
teouſneſs of Chriſt made over to us, | 
that is the Mother whoſe womb | 
concelves and bears that true __ ; 
OL F 


not juſtifie us, 
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of conſcience that finners haves; 
Being juſtified by faith,we have peace Rom. g.1; 
with God , through our Lord Jeſus 
Chrift; ther-fore was Chriſt firſt | 
King of Righteouſneſs, and then*©7: 
King of Peace, = 
' Again, Secondly, As this righ- 
teouſneſs conduceth to the comfort . 
of our eonſciencesz fo alſo very 
much to the exalting and glorify- 
ing of Gods free grace. As the A- 
poſtle faith, ever to the praife of thegy,. 5. 
glory of his grace , wherein he hath 
made us accepted in thebeloved. 
It's by this Doctrive by which 
God has defign'd to hide pridefrom 
man3: from the beſt' and holieſt of _ 
men, even from Abraham, the friend Nh Ihe 
of God, and the Father of many Na- Rom.4.1x 
tions, even of us all who believe : yet *%11+0-2 
he had not whereof to glory before 
—_ EE RY | 
| Yea, and Paul challenges all other 
men in this point; when he had ſpo- 
ken of this righteouſneſs; Where is,  ,. 
boating then © it is excluded: by 4.16, 
"Ts E 3 what 
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what Law? of Works? nay, but by 

..; the Lawof Faith; 3.e. by faith in 

the Righteouſneſs of Chrilt : there- 

fore it is of faith that it might he 

 -.by, grace. We. muſt: cry ,Grace, 

Grace to our righteouſneſs of juſti- 

fication, ,or for. which we, are ju- 

zach.z, ftified 3 as the Jews were to do at 

7, the laying of the head ſtone of the 

ſecond Temple. 

. . And, Thirdly, Beſides what bath 

_ ,_. been faid , This Doctrine of the 

n Righteouſneſs of Chriſt made ours, 

is the greateſt quickner of. love and 

obedience to God, as can be. Alive 

pon % to, God ( faith the holy . Apoſtle) 

x Cor, rs. through Jeſus Chriſt. It's. the ſecond 
45" Adar that is. a quickning Spirit. . 

gab 7 Fourthly, By this Doctrine 

.... the whole or. main Fabrick . and 

Building of Popery and Popiſh An- 

tichriſtianifm fails down. It was 

on this ground that Lathey pitched 

the field agaioſt the Pope, , A fin- 

ner made righteous by the, righte- 

puleſs of wank, is, as that. bleſſed 

{ervant 


IRS 
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ſervant of God uſed to ſay, Arti- 


culus ſtantis aut cadentis Eccleſie , 


The crifis of a Churches ſtanding 


and falling. It's the foundation 


_ point of the glorious Goſpel. When 


the Galatians wmpured this Do- 


ctrine, St.. Paul told them, they 64,,.£ 


were removed to another Goſpel; 
and ſo to another Chriſt, and ano- 


ther Faith, and another Salvation. 
So that certainly, a ſweet ſtate 


-of peace in our conſciences, the 


promotion of the free Grace of 


God, a life of godlineſs in the 
Saints, and the death -of the man 
- of ſin, doall hang upon this hinge 3 


Chriſt the Lord our Righteouſneſs. 


+ 2. This DoEtrine thus ſtated and 
aſſerted, may ſerve for exhortation, 


to. get greater acquaintance in it, 


and to make a fuller uſe of tt. Oh 
oet into the clefts of this Rock, 
while God paſſeth by thee with his 


holy and pure eyes. Here it 1s 


that thou may'ſt behold God 3 and 


hk 


hear his voice, without that fear of Gen-3.10.” 


E 4 Adam, 
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Adam, and that terrour of the 
Children of Iſrael, and that quaking 


Her: 5-24 exceedingly in Moſes, mentioned by 


St.Pau!, Heb. 12. 21. 
Oh fly bither for ſanctuary when 


conſcience complains in thee, and 


1.54.6, charges thee with imperfeQions, yea 


_ filthineſs in thine own righteouſ- 
neſs. And when Satan- charges 
thee with thy filthy rags; as he did 


Fackg. 13 Joſhng the Jews High-Prieſt ; yea, 
when the holy Law- of God: char- | 


ges thee, anſwer the Law with this 
righteouſneſs; Qh fly into the bo- 
ſom of this righteouſneſs, as into 
the Philoſophers gid the Poor hunt- 
ed þird: 

Remember, thee there is no 
riatrenuwck will ſerve- a ſinners 
ſtate now, but this of Chriſt; no 
ſuch obedience as his, of men or 


= els; nor 1s there any righteouſ-. | 


s but this pow communicable: 
yy communicates ſjn to us, but 
nat righteouſneſs - Chriſt doth. It's 
pac that God i is 5 pleaſed to take 

| pleaſure 


PP? th - : 
- kr 


” 

"= 
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| ſucha thing in them, as grace and 14. | 


'- We are come to the ſecond main 
Oe me Rr” 


 [n) 


| pleafurein his peoples inherent gra- 2 Cor.r; 


ces3 and ſo may they that there is 22: Fey 
inherent holineſs, without which mo 
wan ſhall ſee the Lord. : 

I, but if this ſhould be offered 
God for ſatisfaction for ſin, he would _ 
refuſe it, and'us, and make usa © 
terrour to our ſelves in the midſt of 
all our own goodneſs. 

As Levi had Father, and Mother, 
and Children, and affe@Qions for 
themz yer Levi knew them not, Deut.z3, 
when in competition with God: fo 2... 
though the people of God have 28. 
righteouſneſs and holineſs in them, 
yet they may not know it, neither 
will God, in the point of juſtifica- 
tion. * Here Paul diſclaim'd his own 
righteouſneſs. Therefore let us ſe- Phil.z.g; 
riouſly give our ſelves to the ſtudy, 
knowledge, and experience of this 
point, which is as much as our life, 
and that for ever, Chrii# the Lord 
our Righteouſneſs, 7 


Caſe 


«as FNepr 0) 


EX0d, 32, 


| (74) | 
Caſe to be opened in the DoGrine, | £ 
ſcil. How the Righteouſneſs off { h 
Chriſt becomes a ſinners. And here 4 
\ 

c 

g 


are two things to be explained. {| 
i. The motus ad rem, or the|: : 
grand impulſive Cauſe, why this is} ® 
fo. And, : 
2. The Modus rei, or the way} | 
how this is done : and this will ad- 
wit of ſome particular branches, | 
I. Thegreat motive to this way; 
of juſtifying a ſinner, and making 
him righteous by the righteouſnc, 1 
of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt : It's the 
free grace and favour of God, i} 4 
is an ad of Grace and a famow q 
One. F l 
And the truth is, the Scripture}! ® 
doth not only hold it forth, that! t 
there 1s ſuch a thing, but alſo ac- h 
quaints us with the riſe and: reaſon! ; 
of it, and leads us to the fountain)” Cc 
and ſpring of this pleaſant ſtream. | P 
And: ſurely, as: there is nothing| 
that more endears.us to God, thaiÞ? * 
the motives of our love and obedi| tl 
ence] ; 
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" ence; z.e. when we love him for 
il | himſelf; and for whathe1s, as well 
as for what Þe1s to us: And when 
: ye obey him upon choice, as David | 
; Yds I have choſen the way of truth:* apeR 
| py when God himſelf is our mo- 
* tive in our obedience to him: Why: 
= ſo nothing does more indear God 
| tous, than when we think of his 
; motives in juſtifying us, and ſaving, 
y. us, In ſuch wonderful ways as he 
1. by for theſe motives are his 
x, meer love aud free grace and good 
«| pleaſure. As it's ſaid, 1» his lover, 5... 
1, and in his pity be redeemed them. _ 9. 
zÞ And, the Lord loved you, becauſe he 7, © 
| loved you, ſays Moſes to Iſrael. And, 
| Behold, what manner of love the Fa-, x... 
” ther hath ſhewed upon us, that we: 
| "Þ Gould be called the Sons of God. 
a} We ſhall ſeldom read of Gods 
1} cbuſing his people and juſtifying his 
'Þ people i in holy Scripture, but the 
of * riſe..and ſpring of them is alſo ſpo- 
iþ ken of ; ſc. his free grace, his ivdofiz, 
.| the good pleaſure of his will. 


of : Being 
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Being juſtified freely by his grace, 


Rom. 3. 24. Having predeſtinated 
us according to the good pleaſure of 


 hiewill, Epheſ. 1. 5. But after the | 
kindneſs and love of God our Saviow | 


W- .ordgs towards man, Tit. 3. 4. 


ence we ſee, not only the hand of | 
God open to beſtow ſuch rich pri- | 
viledges on us, but his boſom alſo | 
opened, to ſhew us that they come | 


from that placez and there they 
have their reaſon. And doubtleſ; 
this doth much endear God to an in- 
genuous heart, when he ſees, he 
hath leave to drink not only at the | 


ſtreams, but fountain alſo : How | 
that as he is juſtified by the righte- | 
ouſneſs of Chriſt, ſo freely by grace, | 


- 
" 
s 


? 


f 


Rom.3-24 as the motive of this way of juſtifi- | 


|cation. | 
God is not moved, by any thing | 
out of himſelf, in our juſtification : 


As Moſes faid to the Children of IF | 
Deut. 7 Yael, The Lord ſet his love wpon you, | 
becauſe he loved yon : And as our | 
bleſſed Saviour ſaid to his Father, | 


. 


; 
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| 1thank thee ob Pather, Lord of Hea- 
| ven and Earth, becanſe thou haſt hid #1 
* theſe things from the wiſe and pru- 
| dent, and haſt revealed them unto 
' babes; even ſo, Father, for ſoit ſeemr- 


' ed good in thy fight. Why fo God 


juſtifies a ſinner by the righteouſ- 
neſs of another, and yet made ours, 


| becauſe it is his good pleaſure ſo to 


do. We mult cry, Grace, grace, 
to our Juſtification, as they did at 


| the head ſtone of the Temple. 
| For we were juſtified when ungodly, 


Rom. 4. 5. aud reconciled when we 
were ſinners, Rom. 5. 10. and loved 


| mhen we were in our blood, Ezck. 16. 


and Chriſt dyed for us when we were 
without ſtrength, Rom. 5. 8. 

Grace in the ſtream flows from 
grace in the fountain : our juſtifi- 
cation, adoption, calling, and glo- 
ry, all flow from the good will and 
pleaſure of God : of his own good 


will hath he begotten ns. Predeſti- James x. 


nated according io the purpoſe of bim, 
who worketh all things after the conn- 


fel 
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Eph.1.11- fel of js own will. And St. Paul [gr 
'  ,. faith, ovr juſtification is reckon'd of 
favour, and not of debt. And he | 
calls it a freegittz The free gift ;s | 
of many offences unto juſtification :. || 
Rom.c.17 And, they which receive abundance 

of grace, and of the gift of righte- © 


Rom. 4. 


onſneſs. 


Yet for a right underſtanding of | 
this point, we muſt know; That © 
this motive of our juſtification, ſcil. | 
The free grace of God, doth nor ex- | 
clude, but take in the ranſom of Þ! 
Chriſt - Being juſtified freely by his | 
grace, through the redemption that is | 
in Chriſt Jeſus, And though it be | 
never ſaid, that by our own obe- ' 
dience weare made righteous, yet. | 
it's{aid, that by Chriſts obedience + 
we are - By the obedience of one ſhall | 


Rom. 3, 24 


Rom.5.19 72any be made righteous. 


There is 2 ſweet 2ccord between: | 
theſe two; God's free grace, and | 


Chriſts ranſom, inthe juſtification 


of a finner. The Socinians yield | 


the one, 2. e. Free grace, but un- 


graciouilly | 


(79) 


{ [graciouſly exclude the other, 3. e. pja. 6roc: 


'Chriſts ranſom :+ making Jeſus 
, Chriſt in his life and death, only an 


Fexemplary good man, and Martyr, getde He- 


7h ® # - 
but not a Propitiator or a Meritor 
for us. 

© - Bur if this be ſo, how much of 


*the Scripture muſt we blot out. 


* | Nay, it ſubverts the whole fabrick 
"and deſign of God in mans recove- 
"ry from his loſt eſtate - and as the 

' Apoſtle ſaid 1n the caſe of the Re- 


35 our preaching in vain , and your 
| faith in vain. 

| 2. If any think that God's free 
grace is eclipſed by receiving a price 
© for us in our juſtification 3 I anſwer 
.no, Inno wile, but rather the free 
grace ofGod more abundantly ſhines 
forth in Chriſts ranſom: As the A- 


| Law through faiths God forbid, yea, 
| we eſtabliſh the Law © ſo we ſay, do 
; we make void the free grace of 


God, through Chriſt's Ranſom ? 


ſatisfaiq- 


| ſurreftion, we may ſay in this, #her , cor. x5; 


 Poſtle ſaid, Do we then make void the iem-9-20 


DO, : 


wpthan, * .* 


Joh 3-1. ;Þat he gave his only begotten Son, | 


(9 J | 
no, but wwe rather eſtabliſfiic. _ 

1. In his ſetting Chriſt apart fot} 
as, (as the Paſcal Lamb) ro be a $- 
crifice for our fins, to make him cx ) 
pabte of being the Lord our Righ-| 
teoufneſs, this was of Gods freef} 
grace, Nothing doth more ſet out 
God's Jove to us to be wonderfu|, 


than our juftification and. falvation| 
by Chriſt :. God ſo loved the world, 


er pn nates 34 
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Ourranſom by Chriſt was of Gods | 


ficb.1o.e, ©ONtriving : 4 body baſs thow prepa- | 


red 42. . So that upon the matter, | 
God ſatisfies God for the fianer, and 
19 our juſtificatton pays bimſelf, as | 
It were, with his qwn money. { 
2. What Chriſt did for our Juſt 
fieation, comes, to..us. through free 
grace 5 for how elfe have we.to do 
with it? There is the free graced} 
God in giving Jeſus Chriff to us þ 
as well as for. us : In giving us the } 
fruit of Chriſt's death, as well as is | 
giving Chriſt to dye; The neceſſity | 
of both is in vs 3 but he motive of | 
gether. Out] 


.. 


bunt an SHR IF 
. <> KP GRE - 


LIMP ai 
na 


| ' gives; To as t#any, as received him, 


' juſtice and free graces in this way 


dy (831) 
Our being in Chriſt is only of Cot F 
Gods grace £ But of hins are-ye in. - 
Chriit Jeſus. And whatever Chriſt 
i5sto us, he i1$1t of God, .or through 
his grace; Who of God is made un- 
tons, Wiſdom, and Righteouſneſs, «nd 
Sandification, and Redemption. And 
indeed there is as much free grace 
diſcovered in our juſtification by 
Chriſt, as if God had juſtified us 
without him: yea, the diſcovery of 
free grace is greater the former way 
than the latter. RE © 
. It is true, there is a paying of a 
price tranſaQted betwixt God and 
Chriſt; but betwixt God, and. us, 
and Chrilt,and us, all is free.? It 3s 
a free gift. All,that we doinour. 
juſtification, is, to receive,what he fgem.s.: 


s 


zo them gave he power to become the Joh. 1.12: 
Jons of God, Our pardon is bought 
by Chriſt, but comes freely to 
. | | | 

There is a ſweet conſort betwixt 


O 


— | 
of a ſinners juſtification. The ju- * 
ſtice of God is fully ſatisfy'd, and | 
yet we are freely juſtify d. And 
that Chriſt ſhed blood for our par- 
don, this advances free graces in 
that our pardon is ſealed with ſuch 
precious blood. Herein did God 
commend. his love. to us, In that, 


Rom.s. 8, While we were yet ſenners Chriſt died 
Heb.6.17-for us. God's Oath doth not more 


confirm his promiſe to us, than the 
blood of Chriſt advances his free 
grace In our pardon. i 

2. As this advances the grace of | 
God, ſo his juſtice, which had and 
muſt have fatisfaCtion by fuch blood | 
as Chriſts. -The active obedience þ 
_ of Chriſt was not enough to expiate # 
' our fins without his paflive alſo: | 
his death as well as his life muſt go | 
for our price. 


So that when the whole ſum is | 


caſt up, what doth the ſinner con- | 
tribute unto his juſiification ? no- þ 


thing but receiving it, which. is | . 


Joh.1. 15, called fairth + (And that's not his | - 


own | 


+, 7 
own neither, but a gift too.) Our,,. 
faith hath no more todo io it, but 
to recelve:what is given, And our 
works, even our beſt works, have 
nothing to-do at all: Who bath ſao _ 
ved uy, and called ns with an holy :Tin.1.g 
calling, not according to our works, 
but according to his own purpoſe and 
grace, mwhich was given us in Chriſt 
Jeſus. And Titns 3. 5..Not by works 
of Righteonſneſi which we have done, 
but according to his mercy he ſaved 
#5, ES | 
- Though Chriſt's works, and 
God's free. grace will well confift 
together, yet our works and Gods 
free grace will not. If it be of 
grace, then is it not of works, faith - 
St. Pawl, otherwiſe grace is mo more Rom. 11,9 
grace, They can no more mingle 
together, than that Iron and Clay Pn. 2. 
In that great Image. 
EF Tlre's true, we muſt have works, 
* holy. works, and yet we muſt be' E 
| Juſtified without them :. we con- $971-3-28 
. | elnde therefore, that a man is juſti-. 

| FS - fied 


1.29, 
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fied by faith, without the deeds of 
the Law. Though juſtifying faith 
be not without works, yet it juſti- 
fies without them : Works before 


Heb.11.6. faith cannot juftifie, for without faith 


it's impoſſuble to pleaſe God. And 
works atter faith do not juſtifie, but 
proceed from a man already juſti- 
ned. © | 

So that turnevery ſtone you can, 
and you'l find, that the juſtificati- 
On of afinner is of free grace; and 
muſt be ſo; if we conſider, 

1. That all other lioks of that 
golden Chain in Rome. 8. 30. are 
alts of free grace 5 our predeſtina- 
tion, our adoption, our calling, our 
glory, and why not then our juſti- 


Eph. 1. $. fication 2 The Apoſtle to the Ephe- | 
* fans ſays, Eletion, and Adoption | 


have their original in the good plea- 
ſire of his will. ln ſanctification 
God gives us both to will and to 


do, and that of bis good pleaſure; | 
and why ſhould not his own good. | 
pleaſure have as much to do in our | 


juſtifyiog | 
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juſtifying righteouſneſs? certainly 
this is to the praiſe of the glory of 


his grace in Chriſt Jeſus Chriſt, as _—_— 


well as the other. 

2. If we confider upon what 
terms poor finners are invited ta 
Chriſt for rightepuſneſs and reſt; 
this ſhews all freeneſs in God and in 
Chriſt, in the Cafe. We muſt come 
to Chriſt for righteouſneſs and life, 


weary and oppreſſed with the ſenſe math.rx. 
of fin; and we muſt come poor and ?*: 
empty-handed, without price and1fa.ss. 1. 


Pithout money : and this ſhews that 
we have all of free grace. 

3. If we conſider, how that God 
has'purpoſely and carefully exclu- 
ded all boaſting on our part in ovr 
juſtification ; he hath left no place 
for ſelf-glorying - Where is boaſting 


ther ? itis excluded, Andtherea- = 
why the Jew miſſed of righteoul- ;. 


neſs, was becauſe he went about to 
eſtabliſh his own righteouſneſs. God 
hath ſo laid his plot and deſign, in 


* Makiog ſinners righteous, as that he 


E 3 that 


Rom.3.27 


M, 10, 


1 Cor, I, 
Ts. 


x Pet. 3, F- 


Phil. 3. . 
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that glorieth ſhould glory inthe Lord. 
Alla man's own, even the belt of 


- all, muſt in this point be as Cy- 


phers : - Though graceand holineſs, 
and holy dutys, and ' holy 'works, 
are of great price jn the ſjght of 
God, it their dye place ; as St: 
Pax ſaith of a meck 2nd quiet Spirit 
' in Chriſtian Women; yet in' this 
place, ſcil. in the point of juſtifica« 
tion before God, they are but as 
Cyphers; here'we muſt deny our 
belt ſelf, as well as our worſt. 
Now the Ules of this particular, 
The great motive of a finners be- 
ing made righteous by the Rizghte- 
ouſneſs of Chrilt 3; ſcil. The free grace 
of God 1 ſay, the Ules hereof may 
be theſe, | 
+ Tt. This maybe perſiwaſive to us; 
to get in timely acquaintahce with 
this righteouſnels of Chriſt made 
ours, in its fountain and great'mo- 
tive, The free grace of God. Let's 
remember that here is its orignati- 
qa, Chriſtians a are ſtrange ſpirired 
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Chriſtians, ell they be knowing jn 
this. And acquaint - your ſelves 
well with free grace upon this ac- 
count. 

' You'l never fic faſt , nor be in a 
ſertled ſtate till then. It S true,there 
is comfort and rejoycing comes in 
upon the view of your inherent 


rejoycing, the teſtimony of our con- 2 Cor.x, 


ſciences, that in ſimplicity and godly © 
ſincerity we have had our converſa- 
tion in this world : And you may 


not only refreſh your ſelves by your 


fincere and holy walking, but, to 
ſpeak with reverence,” you refreſh 


God himſelf : as 1ts faid by Moſes, 
God reſted on the ſeventh day, and 17 
was refreſhed : the phraſes fitted to 
our condition, as that in the next 
verſe is, and many more of the like 
kind. Now as God is refreſhed 
with his own holy day, ſo is he with 
the holy converſations of his own 
people. Their humble and fincere 
62 cl cheareth both God and 

F 4 man, 


_ 3I. 


Pſ.125, 
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man, both him and their own con- 


Judg.9+ ſejences 7 as the Vine ſaid in that 
feb.11.5. Parabolical diſcourſe. Enoch plea- 
. . ſed God, in walking with hins , and 


knew he did fo, 

' I but though you may pleaſe 
God with thisz' yet you may not 
think to ſatisfie God with all thisz 
he muſt have a bigger price for you 
than you your ſelves cat! give : He 
could abate nothing of the life and 
death of Jeſus Chriſt,” | 

And then further, there are 


ſuch imperfeftions in your ' own 


race, and holineſs, that you know 
you are put by the comfort of them 
many times, by a temptation or 
two. I, but were you well ac+ 
uainted with, and 'verſt in this 
righteouſneſs of Chriſt © reputed 
yours by favour and free grace 5 
you'l now fee] your ſelves upon a 
ſtone that lies faft, and upon a fir- 
mer Rock than Mount: Sion, which 
cannot be moved. Mpved you may 
be, but hot removed : your depen- 
'- - fence 
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| dence is on an everlaſting Righte- P4394 


| ouſnels, Whereas, while your eyes 
| fix on your ſelves, and your own 
| Righteouſneſs within doors , you'l 
be, as i0aleaking Veſſel, at Sea, or 

; as in thoſe Diſciples Ship, who 


- muſt havethe honour of jug 
© you, as well as of ſaving them? a 
© therefore you myſt count all your 


did. 
' Oh give me that to juſtifie me 
before God, that can boaſt of , and 
With which I may out-brave Death 
and Hell), as blefled Pax!did. And 
| oh, do you ſpend your deep Medi- 
tations on What is written, 1ſazab 45. 
#lt. In the Lord ſhall all the ſeed of 
Ijrael be juitified, and ſhallglory. 
- © St, Paxldurſt not ſettle upon his 
. . own Righteouſneſs, when at beſt : 
I know nothing of my ſelf, yet am 
I not hereby ;uffified. God can fee 
that in you, which you cannot ſee 
1n your ſelves, David owned this 
| | when 


| 9 : . ” M .s. P 
cry d, Lord ſave As, we periſh, Chriſt -_ 2s 


own bur loſs for him, as St. P axlPhil, $9 - 


x Cor, 164 


| Cor.g.4 


Pl. 139. 
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when he put himſelf upon the ſearch 


of God; and beg'd that God would | 


cleanſe wha Stk. ſecret fins. 
What is the 'reaſon that many 


Chriſtians are fo unfixed in their |: 
thoughts of themſelves and their | 
own conditions 3 and are at ſuch | 


ebbs-and flows in their opinion of | 
their eſtates - but becauſe their eye | 
_ .. is more upon whart is in them, and | 
_ * what 1s done by them; then what K 
is in Chriſt, and what he did for 
them? It's good to look at home, | 
Many men | 


but not to reſt here. 
would be in Commiſſion with 


Chriſts Righteouſneſs , and Gods 


free-grace, for their peace and com- 


fort - but this is to have one foot on | 
the firm ground, and another in a * 


- #5 
* 


boat - but here's bad ſtanding. 
' This ſpiric is too much like that 
mungre] Righteouſneſs of the Gala- 
tians, which they learnt of falſe A- 
poltles. There is a natural tendency 
In us all to ſelf Righteouſneſs 3 but 


- CW a $0 WA 


its prejudicial to ſolid comfort. | 
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J Chriſts Righteouſneſs founded on 


free-grace, is the Rock where- 
on we muſt build that peace which 
the Rajn aud the Winds cannot over- 
turn. ree-grace is the Primum Mobile 
that carries about all the" degrees of 
oureternalSalvation from firſt toJaſt 
\ Some of the Papiſts themſelves 


will own this when they come to 


die. Witneſs Bel/arzines , Twtiſſt- 
mum eſt, ec, It is the ſafeſt way to, 


truſt only to the merits of Chriſt for T armne, Be 


life and Salvation. And that * 'urinter | 
' clauſe in his Will. ' And ſo Cardi- _—_ £ 


nal Pooles rigorous contending, in oe,nn efti- 


the Councel of Trext, though in!"'97 me- 
ritl ſed ve. 
vains for Juſtification to be deter- ,;s largi- 


mined by faith alone. Divinity in 20r,aqmir- 


tat. Fulga- 
theſe mens Conſciences, was purer |"; 2 


then that in their Heads, Bellar. 
2, Be well vers'd in Chriſts Righ- 
teopſueſs as founded on gh 
and you'l find. it a good nurſe to 
Obedience, and a godly life. The 


2 Cor.e, 


| taſt of free-grace, makes a man of a 53, 14. 
free Spiric in ſerving Chriſt and faf- =nd1Per, 
; kering-for him, Lis 2+ 2 þ- 
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If you would enlarge a ſtreight- 
ned heart, get a taſt of free-grace. | 
This brings all into tune ia a Chri- 
1 Sam. 14, ſtians ſpiritual motion ; As Jona- | 
' © #hans taſtingof that hony, quick- | 
ned his fights ſo quickning willthe | 
eaſt of the free-grace of God in | 
Chriſt, be to your minds in duties | 
incumbent an you. 7 
3- This giyes great Sinners an |. 
Invitation go come to Chriſt for | 
his Righteouſneſs, There 1s no | 
_ . Price or mony to þe payed forit; | 
"IR It's of free-grace. It's a free-gitt. | 
$ Row. 5. And when ſuch Sinners 
have entertained itz the greater Þþ 
Sioners they once were, the greater | 
Salnts now they'll be, as St. Pars | 
was: And where Sin hath abounded, | 
grace will much more< as it hatha: |Þ 
bounded to them 3 fo it will a- | 
bound io them. | ; 
4- Thistells us what generation þ 
| of men they are, that driok in this | 
> Divinity the worſt. Thoſe men that 
areſcl (depending, and (elf ee” 
; like ; 
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| tike him Math. 19. All theſe have 1 


| enough in the fenſe of fin. To 


| kept from 2y youth; and whoſe 


queſtion to Chriſt was., What good 


| thing ſhall I do, that T may have e- 
| ternal life. Like thoſe Theologi glo- 
| ris, thoſe ſelif-boaſting Preachers 
| inthe Church of Corinth, as Luther 
* uſually calls them. And like him 
} that thus anſwered St. Pauls Queſti- 
*- On, I Cor .4. 7. Who maketh thee 19 
| differ from another : 1 my (ſclfmake 
| my (ſelf to differ. 


This Do&rine of Chriſt's Righ- 


teouſneſs laid on free grace, is a 
.Dodrine that galls proud Chriſti- 
| ans, and well parted men, to the 
| heart; ſuch as trade for their own 
{ reputation, with their parts. and 
{ Cuties. To count all loſs for Chriſt 
| 18 as hard tothem, as it was to that 
* rich man, to loſe all for him. | 
Bur till a man can be content to + 


be juſtified by a righteouſneſs that 
Is of Free-grace, he isnot humbled 


cloſe 


47> 


Gen. 22» 


"= 


cloſe this particular, Remember, 
when you are to treat with God i in 
the point of righteoſneſs & juſtifica- 


tionz thou muſt leaveall thine own | 
righteouſneſs and duties, and works, | 


and worth, at the foor of the mount, 


as tbrabew did his fervants when he ; 


went up to offer his Son Iſaac. 


Thus we have ſeen the great mo- | 
ving caufe in Chriſt's Righteouſneſs | 
made ours , The free grace of God, | 
And indeed we. may "ay, oh what | 
Were our F 
juſtification put to ſale upon our do- |þ 
Ing, then ſhould we be in the tune | 
of thoſe defperate Jews, whoſe cry Þ 
Happy are þ 
we, that Free-grace is the Alpha | 
and Omega of all ſteps we take to | 
eternal life. EleCtion, Redemption, F 
juſtification, ©. are all pure do- | 


glorious grace 1s this. , 


was, There is wo hope. 


natives. 


2. The Modus rei, how or in | 
what manner, the righteouſneſs of | 
Chriſt becomesour s, Which we fee. | 


I9 


A mma. > tM6@-- 


Dk O00. Go OE. 2: -. OO OO. 0; OY 


Dy bleſſ, 
3 
Ks! 


| cufled. 


* +. b 
4 


(95) 
i; anothers righteouſneſs; how then 


anothers can be ours: This is the 
great Caſe that remains to be difſ- 


had? 


'Now the #7: of the thiog is plain 


| enough : By the righteouſneſs of one Rom. 6: 
| thefree-gift came upon all to juſtifica- 18,15, 


4 0n of life. 


| ſhall many be made righteons. 


By the obedience of one 


This righteouſneſs 1s not a fianers 


| own, ab origine, it is firſt the righte- 
| ouſneſs of another, and then made 
* his; and muſt be fo, before it can 
' purge him before God, 


As the 
arments which made Jacob of fo 


| ſweeta favour to his old Father 1- 


| ſear, were not his own, they were. 
| his elder Brothers, yet he had them Gen.27. 
on him; and this made his Father 
Fon See, the ſmell of my ſon is as the 
Þ fwilo If a field which the Lord hath 


= ed then for the 1671, how this 
| comes about, is the great enquiry. 
| And here three things muſt be de- 
{ Wonltrated. 


x. The 
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. 1. The capacity of a ſinner tg 
have this Righteouſneſs of Chriſt 
made his. 

2. What God does in makipg it 
urs. 

3. What the finger muſt do, that 
this righteouſneſs of Chriſt mw be 
his, 

1. Amahs capacity for ſuch pro- | 
Priety 1n-Chriſts righteouſneſs, is 
this1inion with him. Chriſt's taking 
our Nature into union, was his ca- 
pacity to take our fins and condem-, 
nation on him 5 and his taking our 
perſons Into union, is our capacity 
to have that intereſt in his righte- 
ouſnels, as to be made the rights 
ouſneſs of God in him. | 

The firſt Union was for the ſe- 
cond, and the ſecond is for our ca- | 
pacity td receive the vertues and be- 
nefits of the firſt, Chriſt firſt & 
ſpouſed our Natures, and thenour 
Perſons - and hence comes in the 
wonderful ſympathys that are bc- 
twixt Chriſt and us. That he ſuffers 
wit 
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with us, AT. 9. 4. Math. 25. 45. and 


that he cannot but be touched with web; 4 TA 


the feeling of our infirmities. 


So we this way ſuffer with him, 
and are juſtified in:him ; and are Rom.8 17 
raiſed up together, and made to fir mip" 
ph.2.6, 
together in heavenly places in him. | 
Union is the ground of all our 
comfort, and priviledge. we have 
by the Lord Jefus Chriſt - Our 
communion ſprings from our Union 
withhim. Had we not been in the 
firſt Adam, we had not fin'd with 


. him,nor derived ſinfulneſsfrom him; Rom. 5; 


(the Apoſtle ſpeaks of this as an evi- 
dent caſe) ſo if we be not in the ſe- 
cond Adam, his righteouſneſs and 
life canont be communicated to us. 

As by marriage-union the Wite is 
honourable by her Husbands ho- 
nour 3. her debts become his, and 
his eſtate and qualities hers - Thus 


comes it to paſs by our union of 


eſpouſals to Chriſt 5 My beloved 3s Catit, 2, 

mine, and I am his: that we have an **: 

intereſt & propriety in his merit and 
ſpirit, 
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ſpirit,in his righteouſneſs and life.By 

the formereſpouſals, viz. of our na- 

tures, he took our fins upon him 

by theſe eſpouſals of our perſons, 

we take his righteouſneſs upon us, 

we have it io marriage jointJre in 

i Cor, 3; Our eſpouſals to him, AU are yours, 
22. and you, are Chriſt s. | 

So that Chriſt is to us not only a 

head of eminency, as he 1s to the 

Angels, but a head of influence and | 

communication, as the Bridegroom 

15 to the Bride. It's by this union 


; __ . of eſpouſals, that we are his love, | 
Cant. 4- 


Cant: 4 and his undefiled. And here is the | 
reaſon why the Father loves Believ- | 
ers as he does Chriſt : That the love | 


pa wherewith thou haſt loved me, may 


be in them, and 1 in them. 

2. The manner how this righte- Þ 
ouſneſs of Chriſt is made ours on | 
Gods part - and ſurely it is done by | 
imputation: God doth count it | 
unto us for righteouſneſs, and it 1s þ 
ſo; as the Scripture faith, Abraham | 
believed, and it was connied to hit | 


for righteouſneſs, The | 


ſhould raiſe this duſt in. their own 
faces,and maintain argument w here 


' 0 - 

The Roman Catholicks have 
made a great diſturbance and inſur- 
xeCtion againſt this bleſſed and ſweet 
Evangelical -Doftrine, by as vio- 
lent as ſubtile reaſoniogs for an in- 
fuſed and an inherent righteouſneſs 
in us, and not-an-imputed righteouſ- 
neſs to us, in the poiat of _ 
fication, 

Burt: it's a ends that they 


their own conſciences oftentimes. 
give thema rebuke, eſpecially when 
they are upon the borders of the 
next world. I fay they might be 
wonder'dat, wereit not that they 
are blinded, as well as the Jews in 
this caſe, and that the ſmoke from 1 
the bottomleſs pit diſturbs their _ TT, 
light, and were it not that thar judg- ?Thcc ry 
ment is upon them, Becanſe they re- 10, 11. 
cezved not the love of the truth, that 
they might be ſaved ; for this cauſe 
God ſhall ſend them ſtrong deluſions, 
that they ſhould believe.a hye. Yea, x 
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and no marvel that they ſo niuch 
contend for ſelf exalting Divinity, 
whoſe Head exalts himſelf above all 
that is called God. 

Bar let us conſider, and weigh the 
"caſe rationally ; and then look how 
Chrift was made fin for us, the ſame 
way are we made righteouſneſs by 
him. Now Chriſt was made fin for 
us by imputation, and not by inheft- : 
on of finin him; Chriſt had no fin ' 
Joh.14.30 10 Þ1 3 nor did he fin; theſe ways 
x Pet. 2, heknewno fin, as ſaith the Apoſtle 
»Cor.s .- tothe Corinthians : But our ſins were 

laid upon him, Ila. 53.6. 

Why thus, The righteouſneſs of | 
Chriſt that juſtifies us before God, |. 
1s not a righteouſneſs of his in us, | 
but a righteouſneſs put upon us; | 
Thy beauty was perfe through my + 

Ezek. 16. comlineſs put upon thee, faith the | 
Lord. And ſarely, as the one part p 
of our juſtification, ſcz/. diſcharge * 
from condemnation, 1s done, by | 
Gods not imputing fin to us: Bleſſ- | 

i 22% ed is the man to whom the Lord im- 
putcth ? 


V, FO 
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puteth not ſin ; not by having no fin 

in him, but by having no fin im- 

uted to him. So the other part 

of juſtification, ſcil. A mans being 

made righteous in the ſight of God, 
is not by putting righteouſneſs in rom. 4.5! 
him, but imputing righteouſneſs to ; 

him : even as David deſcribeth the 

- bleſſedneſs of the man unto whom 
4 the Lord imputeth Righteoul- 


neſs. 
| The Papiſts will not deny all im- 
puted righteouſneſs; but then they 


ſay, the righteouſneſs which God 
Imputeth to us 1s inherent righte- 
ouſneſs, grace within us. But how 
then doth he juſtifie the ungodly? gu, 
the ſinner who hathno grace? ſoas 
[| have before proved : Juſtifica- 
tion finds men ungodly , though it 
do not leave them fo. 

- -- And beſides herein they con- 
p found juſtification and ſanctificati- 
on; faith and works, the Law and 
Goſpel, the firſt and fecond Cove- 


rant ; as bad, if not worſe than thoſe 
: G3 Gala- 


dl 2, + _— <0 * 


JMI 


. Gal. 1. 


 - Math.16. 
12. 

* Rom.9. 
30,& 10, 


3. 


i 


G69). 


Galatians whom the Apoſtle charges 
for that very reaſon, ts have turn- 
ed afide to another Goſpel, 

 Doubtleſs:: therefore , this Dos» 
&rine, that makes our juſtification 
before God, to conſiſt in 1oberent 
grace, deſerves to be exploded and 
blotted out for ever from the 
Church of God; as one- of thoſe 
Da@rines of men, Col. 2.22. Of that 
Leaven and Doftrine of the Pharis 
ſees, our bleſſed Saviour caution'd 
his Diſciples to beware of; and as 
the ſame with the Dodrine of thoſe 
periſhing Jews; who ſtumbled at 
that ſtumbling ſione, ;ſcil. a feeking 
after righteouſneſs by ſomething in 
themſelves - which St. Paxl calls, 
Goirg about to Rath their 0w7 
righteouſneſs. 

And this Leaven, or Doctrine of 
the Papiſts deſerves to be exploded 
the Church of God for ever, ups 
on theſe, amonglt many more, rea* 
L908, 
: 7, Becauſe it derogates much 

: from 


Ls 

* 

EE 
obs 


| (og7 - 
from the glory of Chriſt ; for it 
' makes not his righteouſneſs, bur 
our own, the immediate reaſon of 
our juſtification. Chriſt, ſay they, 
merited that grace for us, that is 1n 
us3 and then this grace in us merits 
our juſtification, and for this. doth 
God juſtifie us. 

 Butis Itnot a wonder, how that 
in us, ſhould merit of God, which 
is imperfe@ in us, and needs for- 
giveneſs ? ſo do our imperfections 
10 grace, as well as our fins: Why 
elſe hath God ordain'd an Office, 
even an Hipgh-Prieſt, and ſuch an 
one as Jeſus Chriſt, to bear the ini- 
quities of our holy things « as is evi- 


dent in bis Type in this very caſe. pxoq, 28, 


Why now if we have ſuch grace 3% 
and Parma” within us, as may 
juſtifie us, and make us ſtand upon 
our own account 1n the pure fight 
of God; what needs this Office of 
Chriſt £ This Generation of men 
"oy to give much to Chriſt, bur 
ikt the matter , and they take | in- 
G 4 finitely 


(104) 
finitely more from him, as other- 
ways, ſo this. They take from 
Chriſt, to give to grace 1n man, 

We have owned, and do, That 
inherent grace in the Saints'1s a'pre- 
cious' 'thing z one grain of it is 
worth a worlds and is of great 
power and efficacy, as our Saviour | 

Math, 1+, {ald of a grain of Faith, But yet | 

20, grace 1s ſet too high, when we | 
make a Chriſt of it, which we do, * 
when we make it our righteouſneſs. | 
It's grace that is our righteouſeſs /: 
before God, according to their Do- | 
ctrine, and not Chriſt ; he loſes this 
name , The Lord our righteouſneſs, | 
if God juſtifie us for inherent grace, | 
and fo the order and platform of the | 
whole Goſpel is ſpoil'd and invert- | 
ed. For as a natural man may be | 
ſaid to be, Inverſas Decalogus, the 
Decalogue turri d upſide down - fo |} 
this point of the Papiſts juſtificati- } 
on by inherent grace, may as well 
be called, Inverſum Evangelinm, of : 
another Goſpe], Gal. 1. y 
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- © .__ Foritis molt certato, that as we 
n | have imputed finfrom the firſt 4- 
 |F\ dams, as well as inherent, and it was 
t | the imputed fin that firſt brought all 
- | wenunder condemnation - ſo have 
s # we imputed righteouſneſs from the 
t ſecond Adams as well as inherent; 

r | anditis the imputed righteouſneſs 

t © of the ſecond Adar's that bring usRom.s.1 8 
e | under juſtification of life: So er + 
to take away Chriſt's imputed righ- 


, | teouſnefſs, is to take away much of 
5 | hisglory, as Mediator. 

| 2. As it derogates much from the 
| glory of Chriſt, ſo it takes much 


© from the comforr of a Chriſtian, 

who is often as much troubled and 

| perplexed for the weakneſs of his 

grace, as the ſtrength of his ſin, 

'and ſo is fain to fly to Chrilt for 

{ fanctuary; not only from his {ios, 

| but from the imperfe&tion of his 

4 graces: ſodid Gods people in the 

- Old Teſtament: and ſo did they 1.54.6. 
in the New 3 Not having mine own il. 3.5: 

"P 4 righte= 
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riobteouſneſs , but that which i; F 
through the faith of ChriS?. | 
' Andtruly for all the duſt the Pa- 
piſts make to make our juſtification } 
to lye in inherent grace, as the |. 
matter of it, yet their conſciences 
confute their Doctrine, when they 
come into trouble there : you ſhall 
fiod purer divinity in mens conlci- 
ences,” when under the rebuke of | 
God, than in tHeir heads. When F 
their Champion Bellarmine came to þ;, 
his #ltimas nature conatus, to the 
point of death, then in a few words | 
he refuted and unſfaid all that he Þ 
had ſaid and writ in his life, io this |, 
point of mans juſtification before |, 
God by his inherent grace; as you | 
ſaw before in his T#tiſſemmum effec. | 
and his Precor, ut me, &c; And ſhew |, 
us the trembling conſcience that e- |; 
ver fled to any other City of Re- |, 
fuge than Chriſts Righteouſneſs. }; 
It was Chriſt only that ſaid, and |; 
Math.9.2. Could ſay, Sor, be of good cheer, thy | 
ſins areforgiven theez and, Woman, © 


& 
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jo in peace, thy faith,thy faith in me, 
bath ſaved thee. 


Such a man as St. Paul, for all his 


poherent grace, called himſelf a Rom.7.24 
rctched man : and here was his 


timum refugium, 1 thank, God "25 


phroughJeſnsChriſt our Lord:& there- gn. g x 
ore there js now no condemnation to 
Whem that are in Chriſt Jeſus. You 


ſee tie glorys not in his own grace, 
but in Chriſts, 


0bj. But did not St. Part glory in 


Ehis inherent grace, and the influ- 
ence of it 10 his life, as the ground 
zof rejoycing ® But our rejoycing is 2 Cor. r. 
bis, The teſtimony of our conſciences, *** © 
[bat in ſimplicity and godly ſincerity, 
ve have had our converſation in the 
world. 
\ Anſw, This ts of St. Paul: 


I2, 


concerns his juſtification againſt the 


y 


[reproach of men, and not before 
God. Falſe ' Apoſtles, and falſe 
Brethren aſpers'd and diſparag'd 
*bim much, and charg'd him with 
4hiogst that he knew ivr, as Davids*35 11. 


adver- 


 UMI 
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adverſaries did .by him : why noy 


Pan's good conſcience he had liyed 


in, did wipe off all this, their dirf | 
would not ſtick on Paxl; their foi 
breath ſlided -off him, as a manj. 
from the Blade of a new Knife 
Sword. | This 3s our rejoycing, thy 
teſtimony of our conſcience. * Thi 
was his comfort, though they - 
mouths reproached him,yet his ow 
heart did nor. q 
But now, though the conſciency 
of a gedly man's ſincerity, will jug 
ſtife him to himſelf, againſt th 
charg2 of man, yet he muſt hal 
ſomething elſe to ſatisfie his ow 
conſcience, and to juſtifie him be# 
fore God. Obſerve therefore ths 
reaſon of that famous cha!lenge dy 
Paul's, Who ſhall lay any thing t thy 
charge of Gods ele@ ? It is God. thit 
Juſtiffeth ; who is he that condemntll'y 
zt is Chrift that dyed, ec, Hee fait} 


| not, that they have inherent grace} 


and gracious lives to anſwer for} 
thems but they have Chriſt hat} 


gel 
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dyed, and Chriſt that roſe 2p5i0, 


and Chriſt who maketh interceſſion 
for us, to anſwer the charge : This 
is their bar agaioſt any charge to 
condemnation, and a ſcreen betwixt 


them and the wrath to come. 


3. The Doctrine of the Papiſts in 
this caſe, deſerves expunging, be- 
cauſe it makes ſuch a confuſion in 
the Scripture,and in the priviledges 
of the Saints. It confounds juſtifica-' 
tion and ſanification, which the 
Scriptures make diſtin and diffe- 


of God is made unto ns righteouſneſs 30. 
and ſandification: and 1 Cor. 6. 
11. Brut ye are ſanGified, but ye are 


[ juitified. And ſanQtification is a 


thing that 1s inherent 1n us, but ju- 
ſtification a thing that 1s counted to 
us. Abraham believed, and it was 
counted to him for righteouſneſs, 
Rom, 4. 


And moreover, they that are ju- 


ſtified, are equally ſo; not ſo they 


that 
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che are ſanctified. Adaw's imp 
ted fin was alike to all,and the guiltf 
alike toall, Roze.5, but not ſo hisde-| 
rived and propagated {in 5. for thii} 
admits of 22agis and minus in men, 
ſome have more fin than others, az} 

ſome have moregrace than others, . þ 
| For ſanRification is an inherent} 
quality, and admits of degrees, af 
heatin Water doesz but juſtifica-| 
tion is an act of relation, and ad- | 
mitteth not .of degrees: For 2| 
Child is no. more a Child at ſeven, 
or ſeventeen years of age, than he 
was the firſt day he was born. So | 
that all theſe -things laid together, | 
the opinion of the Papilts, for juſti- | 
fication by inherent grace, muſt | 
needs be rejected, as ſpurious and | 
exotique, or forreign from Scri-: | 
pturez and Juſtification by imputed | 
righteouſneſs is the Truth to bere- | 
ceived and adhered to. .. | 
N- But what is this imputing | 
of righteouſneſs'to us ?. .. , j 
A. As 1s God's not imputing fo to | 
ns, | 
f 
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«| us, ſuch is his imputing of righte- 
| ouſneſs. Now God's not imputing ſin 
F tous; which 1s ſpoken of by Da-y, 
*| vid and Pazl; is not becauſe —_— g 
* baveno fin; for that is not fo, faith a_ wt 
* St. John, 1 Joh. 2.8. butbecauſe he ©* 
charges us withnone. According 
'& to that, The iniquities of Iſrael ſhall Jer. $0.29 

| be ſought for, and there ſhall be none ; 


none laid to their charge 3 and the 


| = ns of Judah, and they ſhall not be 
' found: for Twill pardon them whom 


I reſerve. And this may be the 


ſenſe of thoſe ſo much wreſted 
words, He hath not beheld iniquit 


in Jacob, neither hath he ſeen per- _— 23s 


verſeneſs in Iſrael, 1.e. he will im- 
pute none, but cover and pardon 
all: and ſo there 1s no hope that 
they ſhould be curſed: The Lord 
bleſſed them in covering and not 
imputing their ſins, and ſo Balaew 
could not curſe them. | 

Thus God is ſaid in Scripture, to 
impute righteouſneſs to them that 
believe, not becauſe they bavethis 
righte- 


1. Pet. 2. 
24. 


ride) 


righteouſneſs i in them, but becauſs 
he reckons it as theirs, and reckons 


' them righteous by it « that we might 


be made the righteouſneſs of God in 
him: Hefin for us by imputation, not 
inhefion 5 we righteouſneſs through 


him, not by inhefion but imputa- | 


tion. 


on Chriſt by God, z.e. ina juridi- 


cal interpretation, as a debt ts ona þ 


Surety, though be had none of the 
money: ſo in the ſame way is his 
righteouſneſs laid oh us, ſo as truly 
made ours, 

The Scripture faith, that God i is 
the juſtifier of him that belicveth in 
Jeſus, and that to him that worketh 
not, but believeth on him that ju- 
ſtifieth the ungodly, his faith is 
counted for righteouſneſs. 


So then, we ſee, that it 1s not to | 


mens grace that he glves the rea- 
ſon of their juſtification , but to 
2 


Nor is this a phancy or fiction, but | 
a real thing, For as our 10s which : 
deſerv'd damnation were really laid | 


FR ca wm ac 


ISS. , % oo a. i OO ans 


v . - wF 


J 
. 


(113) 


a tighteouſneſs in Chriſt that is be- Phil.3.5; © 
lieved on. Put caſe, that God co- A 
vers thy fins as he did Davids,Pſc32. 
with what does he this? with thy 
inherent graces? no, in no wife : this 
istoo narrow to do it, thine own 
righteouſneſs will not cover thy ' 
nakedneſs, no better than Adam's 
Leaves did his: Adam and Eve's na- 
kedneſs was covered with a covering - .., 
of God's providing; And faith the $.3-21: 
Lord to his people the Jews,T ſpread 

my tkirt over thee, and covered. thy 
nakedneſs, Ezeck. 16.8. Asthe Law 

in the Ark was covered over by the. | 
Mercy-ſeat :. This was a Figure of Exod. 45: 
Chriſt, for ſo our fins againſt the*® **' 


Law are covered by Chriſt from the 
| judging eye of God. 


But hzre we are to confider by 


| way of caution, 


1. Thatthough we are to diſtin- 


| guiſh between juſtification and ſan- 
| Ctification, yet do we not, nor may 


_ EE TE PE 
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| we ſeparate or diſ-join them 


but they go together inthe ſame 
Bo perſan; 


x1 Cor. 


il, 
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perſon, as heat and light do in the 
Sun. None are juſtihed but they 


; are alſo ſanctified 3 Bat ye are ſan- 


ified, but ye are juſtified z and, who: 


_— he called, them be juſtified. There 


1s a conjunttion of them, but no 
confuſion. | 

2. Neither do we deny, but that 
ſanctification is called righteouſneſs 
in Scripture. It's ſaid of Zachary 


Luke 3. 6, a0d Elizabeth, That they were both 


righteous before God, But how- 
with a righteouſneſs of well-plea- 
ſing, ſuch as Emoch's was, Heb. 11.5. 
not with a meritorious righteout- 
neſs, which that muſt be which ju- 
ſtifies adianer 5 becauſe none but 
{uch a righteouſneſs can ſtop the 
mouth of the Law, and expiate the 
curſe of it: which no righteouſnets 
can do, but that righteouſneſs of 
Chriſt, which by 1mpuration is F 
made ours. [ ſhall adde three con- þ 
firmations of 1r, that this righte- Þ 
outaeſs of Chriſt is made ours by þ 
:mputations | F 
x. From | 


(II5) _ 


1, From the Figures and Types 
that were of this thing in the Cere- 
monial Law. For conſider how 
the fin of the Offendour of that 
Law was transferred to the Sacrt- 
fice or lin-offering ; and how the 
fins of all 1ſrael were paſſed over to 
the Goat :; were thoſt legal oftences 
put into the Goat? and were they 
inherent in him ? it's an abſurd thiog 
tothink ſo. But the Offences of 
the people were lajd upon the Sa- 
crifice: Aaron ſhall lay both his 


hands upon the bead of the live Goat, Lev. 16, 


and confeſs over him all the iniqui- 
ties of the Children of Iſrael, and all 
their tranſgreſſions in all heir ſins, 
putting them upon the head of the 
Goat, and ſo ſend him away into the 
wilderneſs. The ſame we find of 
the Bullock, Levit. 4.14, 15, Ob- 
ſerve, That the iniquities of the 
people were put upon the Sacrifice, 
not 1n it - which was, io a Figure, 
this imputation,and fo was a juridi- 
cal act, whereby the Offendors were 
diſcharged, m 4 Now 


(116) 
Now this is exaHy anſwered in 
Chriſt - Our ſins are transferred to 
him 3 how? notinto bim, but up- 
on him - The Lord hath laid on 
him the iniquities of us all. And fo is 
his righteouſneſs transferred to us; 
how # not by inhefion but 1imputa- 
27% p, £100 3 and fo by a juridical at : It 
piſts im- 1s not put into us,but upon us. And 
=—_— ſurely it would amount to blaſphe- 
zatinn my to ſay otherwiſe: That ether 
=> $4 4 Our fins, for which he was con- 
"ther demned were in him, or his righte- 
man, ard ouſneſs for which we are juſtified, 
30g Isin us, The Scripture ſpeaks ex- 
imputati- prefly upon both, as to the Type 
Etrifh and Antirype. * 

2. From the Parallel between 


the two Adams. The firſt Adam's fin 


Ifa, 83. 


was ours, but how ? not 1nherent-. 


ly, - but 1mputedly : Now, as the 
firſt Adam's fin is ours, after the like 
manner is the ſecond Adam's righte- 
ouſneſs. Imputed fin is taken away 
by imparted righteouſneſs. 

6bj. But we have inherent fin, 


both ©: 
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both from Adam, and of our own 

alſo 3 and by what righteouſneſs are 

theſe done away ? | 
Axſw. By the ſame righteouſneſs, 


for ſothe Apoſtle ſays plainly : The Rom. 5. 


free gift , that is, of righteouſneſs, ** 
as 10 V. 17. #s of many offences unto 
juſtification, 
. 3. If we conſider, that noother 
grace 1s ſaid 1D Scripture to juſtifie 
us, but only Faith- not Repen- 
tance, nor Patience, nor any grace 
elſe - yet theſe are inherent graces 
in us. Butis not Faith an inherent 
grace alſo? Yes, but Faith doth not 
juſtifie as it 1s a grace in us, but 
asSIt goes out of us, and carries us 
out of our ſelves, and as it lays 
hold on another righteouſneſs than 
our own within us ; ſcil. Chriſt's 0- 
bedience and blood in their merit. 
It's this way that Faith juſtifies, 
which is not ſaid of any other 
grace. | 
. Bat if the blood and obedience 
of Chriſt juſtifie , how doth Faith 
Wa Juſtific ? 


(I18) 
juſtifie * Why, Faith 1s ſaid to ju- 


ſtifie, becauſe of all graces, it alone 
is uſed 10 our juſtification « Faith 
applys that which juſtifies, z. e. the 
righteouſneſs of Chriſt. | 
The eye of an Tjrae/zte did not 
heal the place ſtung with Serpents, 
as 1t was one of the five lenſes, but 
Numb.21, 35 it lookd up to the Brazet Ser- 
| pent. So Faith, it juſtifies a man, 
I not as itis one of the graces of the 
Spiric in him, but as it looks on 
Chrilt tor juſtification, who 1s the 
Antitype of that healing Serpent : 
Joh. 3.14, 4s the Serpent in the wilderneſs, ever 
I 5» ſo the Son of man, &c. 
| Thus we ſee, That the righte- 
oulnels which juſtittes us, is nor our 
own, and yet 1s made ours, not Þ}, 
inhefion 10 ws, but imputation to 
us» Ic 1s counted ours by our uni- 
on with Chriſt ; our ſpouſals to him, 
give us a title to hisrighteouſneis : 
and as Sarah called Abraham Lord, 
to may we Chriſt, the Lord cnr 
Fighteorſneſs, God was not in our 
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teous as God would have him c and 
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graces, but in Chriif, reconciling 2 Cor. s, 
us to himpeif, wot inputing our treſ- 19: 
paſſes to us. | herefore did holy ppit. 2 
Paul abaſe his own righteouſneſs e= 

ven as dung, as to any juſtifying 
power. And oF ren, did the 
Scripture debaſe Abraham's works 

of grace in this point 3 though o- 
therwiſe it wakes them of high va- 

lue, The Holy Ghoſt did thus by 

both thoſe eminent Saints, to eX- 
clude boaliing from both : and if 
from them, then from us much 
more. The Papiſts object againſt 
this, thus, That if I am righteous 
by the righteouſneſs of. Chriſt mad 
mine, then am I as righteous as 
Chriſt himſelf. 

To thisI anſwer, That I and you 
are as righteous hereby, as the righ- 
teouſnels of Chriſt need to make us 
before God - The righte oſneſs of 
Thrift makes a Believer as righ- 


this may ſuffice, and be enough to. 
him , without querying whe- 
H 4 ther 
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ther he be as _—_— as Chriſt 
himſelf. 

Thus we have then how Chriſt's 
righteouſneſs becomes ours on Gods 
part : it's by his 1 imputing 1t to us 
that believe: it's by imputed righ- 
reouſneſs that we are juſtified. Now 
before Iſhew what we do that this 
righteouſneſs may be ours, I (hall 
make ſome Application of the tor- 
mer. 


our baſjs and foundation of comfort 
and ——_ 11 God lies; even 
out of our ſelves, and inwhat Chriſt 


And here we are informed where | 


1s made unto us. When a poor ſoul | 


is amazed by the charge of the 


E:1 

HY 
EN 
tan 


Law of God, and by the charge Gf | 


his own conſcience againſt him; | 


and that not only for fin, but for 


weakneſs of grace, and jmperfeCti- 


ons iN his moſt gracious works : 


what Is 1t now that brings bym out \ 


of this maze? what ſettles his di- 
{turbed conſcience, and quiegs bis 


$roybled Spirie within big ? doth 


his | 
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his inherent grace? no- he com- 
plains of his graces as well as his (ins, 
therefore this cannot do it. 

Ir muſt be ſomething elſe that is 
better than his own grace, and 
righteouſneſs in him: and what can 
that be, but the obedience and righ- 
reouſneſs of Chriſt imputed to h1m1? 

Sr. Paul had as little fin , and as 
much grace asany man, when in a 
ſtate of graces and yet he com- go, 7; 
plains 1n both caſes, of the ſtrength 

of fin, and weakneſs of grace : he 
bewails it, that he did the evil which. 19. 
he would not do, and that he did 
pot the good he would. And not- 
withſtanding all his grace, he crys 
out of himſelf, O wretched man that 
TI am who ſhall deliver me? my 
grace® no: but, 1 thank God through 
Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. Here was 
his Sanctuary and City of refuge; 
_ his conſcjence had peace and 
re 
_ Remember this then 1n your 
perplexities within, and when you 
cannot 


V, 2T. 
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cannot but eſteem your own righte- | 


ouſneſs as filthy rags, that Chriſt 


hath righteouſneſs enough, and | 


that he hath it for you 3 as he ſaid F 
Joh. 14.9. to his Diſciples, Becauſe I live, ye Þ 


Shall live alſo: fo, Recauſe I have 4 


righteouſneſs, ye ſhal | have righte- 


45-24. — alſo, Surely ſhall one ſay, 


the-Lord bave T righteouſneſs and | 


bra oth. 


And it is ſuch righteouſneſs as ſa- | 


tisnes all the demands of God's ju- 
{tice , and puts a ſufficient bar be- 
twixt you and wrath, and Hell: 
"OI There is now no condemnation to them 
r Theſ.1, Fat are in Chriſt ' x wah : Even Teſ 


alt, which detzwuered us from the wrath © 


C0739, is 


Here is a righteouſneſs too hard + 
Rom.5.20 for th LY [10s : Where fer abounded | 
grace did Re" more abound. Forij 

by the offence of one many be dead, 

v.15: much more the grace of God, and the 
gift by erace, which is by one man 


Jeſus Christ, hath abounded unio | 
many, Oh then let the troubled 
Con” * 


pancyoadss— hag. HS —O (n_—_ _ 
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E ſve it, to this ſecuring righteoul- 
E nels. Y ea, and if thou art an cx- 
E perimental Chriſtian , thy experi- 
# ence tells thee often that thou ar 
| fain to fly from thy grace, becs uſe 
" Fof its imperfeCtion , for ſanctuary 
» Þ hither. It's only this iohtcontil 
| | made thine, that can (catter Ty 
© fears, and anſwer thy ſc ruples 3 
| here, thy own experience tc ; thee, 


Tz CC bai fol ys 


JEW.” - 
Gt 


repoſe. - 
And, my Brethren, tak<this ad- 
vicez carry this cv real about you 


—-— > oa 
, OI NS PAL G ry SANE Eu ] 


= .Chriſt, The Lord our Aeon 
be When the Lord would give Judah - 
* aſipnot their reſcue in the Ir great 
| ſtraits, this was the lign ; Behold, 

4 Virein ſhall conceive and bear a Son, 
= and ſhall call zs name Emannel, 1; &e 
1 God with vs, 

| And this was tobe a bleſlcd lipn 
| totheſame people ia after r troubles, 
i of their coming outs as in the 
7 Text 


| conſcience fly from the fins that pur-. 


| is thy ſafeſt and ſweeteſt place of 


'E in weariſlome times, this Name of 


*IL 7. Ife 


Exod. 15. 
26 


26, 
Ezek.48, 


35: 
Exod. I 7o 


I5., 
Gen, 22, 


I 4 
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Fext and context< In bis days Judah | 
ſhall be ſaved, and Iſrael ſhall dwell 
ſafely ; And, or for, this is his Name | 
whereby he ſhall be called, The Lord 
our righteouſneſs. Therefore, behold, 
the days come, ſaith the Lord, that | 
they ſhall no more ſay, The Lord liveth | 
which brought up the Children of Iſ- | 
rael out of #gypt ; but, The Lord || 
liveth which brought up the Houſe of | 
Iſrael out of the North-Country. The | 
meaning is, that the latter delive- | 
rance ſhould be more fignal and fas | 
mous than the former. ' : 

_ So when we cancall the Lord Je- | 
ſus, Jehovah Tſidkenn, The Lord our Þ 
Righteouſneſs 3 we may alſo call | 
him, Jehovah Ropheka, The Lord | 
that healeth thee; and Jehovah | 
Shammah, The Lord is there; and | 
Jehovah Nifſt, The Lord is my Ban- F 
ner; and Jehovah Jireh, The Lord | 
w1ll provide, or, i» the mount of the | 
Lord it ſhall be ſeew. The moun- } 
tain of ſlaughter , ſhall curn the 
raountaia of deliverance z where |: 
fs Jas þ 
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| Jagc ſhould have been ſacrificed, 
4h Þ there Iſaat was miraculouſly ſaved. 


me} 'You muſt know, That the righ- 
14 || teouſbefs that Chriſt is to us was 
d, | from the merit and value of his 
'4 * blood. By this he overcame our 
th | fins, and death and wrath due to. 
=} them. Andit is by this blood that £PÞ-2-13- 
'd Z the Saints ſhall overcome the wrath Rev. 12. 
of | of the Devil. And by this the 191": 
i # Church ſhall be ſecured from all her 
-* = fleſh and blood Enemies. That 
* | which hath born the wrath of God, 

” and overcome the wrath of the De- 
* | vil, will overcome with eaſe the 

wrath of man. b 
"© That Righteouſneſs that Chriſt is 
| tous, is a Breaſt-plate indeed *; ay, | 
'E thewords are quoted from If. 59.14 ' 
” 16, t7. And he ſaw that there was no 
"| man, and wondered that there was 
: no interceſſour, therefore his arm 
| brought ſalvation unto him, and his 
: righteouſneſs it ſuſtained him for 
: he put on righteouſneſs as a breait- 
plate, 


Joh.14.1. 


plate, 
he breaſt, 
plate can ſecure the heart from 
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trouble. 
troubled, ye belizve in God, believe 
alſo if Me. 
them w hen tney V, 
{fines of ſuf tering 


[a4 "2h ( Ari ſr. 
f\ nd oret 


bleſs, faith i to Cariit, 23 


? fe 
the Lora our righteouſneſs, 1s a re* | 


tuge and ploy of retreat from any | 
ſtorms. And obſerve this, _ that'Þ* 
Faith in Chrift then, when he wasF 
at loweſt, and ready to be cut off, þ 


and deſc ol 


" ” + | $ / j 4 *% Y 0, 4 x , - % #\ ; 
todo this: how wuch more way þ 
* ' F: I . . : - } . -a þ 
fa! th In Ch ITHNIC G O! OW. nov eng þ 
in Heaven, and now all pr in F 


You know the heart js 1n | 
therefore this Breaſt. | 


Lene HY on. Hh.» 


Let not your heart bef 


T his was ſpoken tof 
* upon the COn- þ 


a wit abs Vo © OO 


1G1Ng INto Bell , Was able s 


Ca 1 


————=—_P m 


Hcoaven and Earth is 1n his hands; Þþ - 
vell may we receive this charge Þ 
now ; Let 0x7 6c Sas be bled ; 
believe in ”_ And, j 
Laſtly, Here is place for glorying Þ 


when we come to die, T here are 


rectal fouk ONS wherein this name of J 
Chrilt the 


two 


Lord our righteouſneſs will 


be 


CJ - >, 
| be of great value to us, In trouble of 


7. | Conſcience, and on our Death-bed, 
| In trouble of Conſcience , this if 


} 

2 improved, will bid us be of e009 Math. 9.2; 
v2 | cheer our fins are forgiven us. Up- 

© | ona Death-bed this righteouſneſs 

1. | will make a Believer able to make 


thoſe two brave challenges; that 
F in Rowe. 8.31, Who ſhall lay any thing 
| to the charge of Gods eleF? it is 
| God that juſtifirth s who. ſhall con- 
| demn © it is Chriſt, that dazed , yea 
rather that is riſen again, who is e- 
* þ ven at the right hand of God, who 
| alſo maketh interceſſion for us. And 
that, O Death, wher? is thy ſlings * ©. 15, 
. | 0h Grave, where is thy victory 2 
| the ſting of Death is ſin, and the 
k ſirength of ſin is the Law; but thanks 
| be to God, which" giveth us the wvi- 
tory,through oar Lord Jeſas Chriſt. 
3. I am. to ſhew, what the poor 
(inner mult do, that this righteoul- 
nels of. Chril t may be made his, and 
that he may call it his own; and ' 
tle it as a bar againſt wrath and 
COn- 


Fi #. 


Act. 2 
30. 
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condemnation for ſin, and as his ti- þ 
tletolife and glory. | 

We find when Goners have been p 
ſmitten in conſcience, and had | 
wounds or pricks there, they have Þ 
asked the queſtion, and this hath þ 
been their great ory Abo and bre- | 


AR. 16. thren what ſhall we do? and, Sir, | 


what mut T do tc bt ſaved? And F 
the anſwer hath been this, Belierz | 
inthe Lord Jeſus: 2 

So that it's believing 1n Chriſt Þ 


that makes a ſinner righteous, To Þ« 
Rom, 4.5. h1m that believeth, his faith it Þ 


counted for righteouſneſs. Faith is F 
the great and only inſtrument in | 
man, that God 1s pleafed to ufe in Þ 
tranſlating Chriſt's righteonſneſs to Þ 
him, Rom, 4. v.11. it is called the | 
righteouſneſs of Faith, And Phil. 
3.9. Righteouſneſs which is through | 
the faith of Chriſt , and righteouſ- | 
neſs which is of God by faith. 1 

Obſerve, its called the faith of | 
Chriſt, and the faith of God, Fhe | 
Faich of Chriſt, becaufke Chriſt _-_ ; 
Is 


_ bw (>) mon, 


<Fz 
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his righteouſneſs is the object of it. 
The Faith of God, becauſe he and 
his power only is the Author of it 5 
ho power but that of God, yea, 
that exceeding great and mighty 
power of God which raiſed Chriſt 
trom the dead; can work faith in 
us, Eph. 1; 19, 20. : | 
©, Byt we find different An- 


ſwers given in Scripture to the Math.r9. 
| Queſtion, What ſhall 1 do to be ſa-"* "7: 
| ved? For when that rich man ask- 


ed Jeſus the queſtion, he ſent him 
to the Law 3 If thou wilt enter into 
life, keep the Commandments : And 
the Apoſtle Peter anſwered to this, 
queſtion put by the Jews prieked in 


their hearts: Repent. And Sr. Pal bids % 55 


the Jaylor, upon the queſtion, Be- 
lieve in the Lord Jeſus. 
A. You muſt know ,, that thefe 


| difierent Anſwers to this ſelf ſame 
| Queſtion, were ſuited to the diffe- 
| rent tempers of the Queſtioniſts. 


1. Jeſus ſent the rich manto the 


| Law, becauſe his heart was high 


I and 


Ag. 2.34, 


; Gal, 3.24. 
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and proud ; he was an unhumbled 
man, and ſo fit to be lent to the 
Law, there to be ſchonled firit, 
The Law is a Scboolmaſter to lead 
men to Chriſt: The Moral Law as 
weil as Ceremonial : This points 
mento Chriſt, as the ſhadow to the 
ſubſtance - and that drives men to 


Chriſt by the perfe& obedience it F 


requires, and the great curſe it de- 
nounces upon default. A man mult 
come out of himſelf, before he can 
come to Chriſt ; and the Law hath 
a hand in this, | 

2. St. Peter bids the Jews upon 
the Queſtion, Kepent 3 becauſe they 


had bad their hands ſo lately in- | 


Chriſt's blood, and fo their fin need- 
ed very deep humiliation before 
they could believe in Chriſt for par- 


don : and he does not bid them relt | 
in Repentance, but then ſends them | 


to Faith in Chriſt. 


2. And S: Paxl and S;las ſend the | 
poor trembling Jaylour, they ſend | 
this convert immediately to Chriſt : F 


Believe 
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Believe on the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and ag 16, 
thou ſhalt be ſaved, And they did 39, 3t-. 


thus, becauſe they ſaw, that he was 
indeed a melted and a kindly hum- 
bled ſfioner. The two former are 
ſent to Chriſt mediately, but this 
immediately. The queſtion being 
anſwer'd, I proceed to the point 
under conſideration 5 ſcil. That 'tis 
faith on the ſinners part, which 
brings home , Chriſt's righteouſneſs 
tohim, as hisown. C'riſt himic It 
faught this point implicitly in his 
conſtant calling for faith of them 
whom he healed of bodily di- 
ſtempers. 


For if faith in Chriſt be necefla- 


| fy in the healiog of the body,much 


more in the cure of the foul. It's 


aſeful to note, how that all thoſe 
| various phraſes in Scripture; as of 
| mens looking upon Chriſt, receiving 
| of Chriſt, coming to Chrilt, eating 
{ and drinking of Chriſt, do all 
| mean and intend their b<lieving 1n 


| him; 


f 2 And 
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Andit is further to be noted, that 

x Joh. 3-l the Goſpel command is, To believe 
23, 3x Chriſt : And this is his Command- 
ment, that we ſhould believs on the 

Gal. 3-14. Name of his Son Jeſus Chriſt. And 
moreover the promiſes of the Go- 
ſpel are to believing : Therefore it 
zs of Faith, that the promiſe might 
be ſure to all the ſeed : even that that 
3s of the faith of Abraham. And 
then your comforts of the Goſpet 
come into the ſoul by believing ; 
z Pct. 1.8, In whom, though you ſee him not, yet 


Rom.4.16 


believing, ye rejoyce with Joy nn- | 


ſpeakable and full of glory. 
And yet further ; lo our juſtifi- 


cation the Scripture cryes down 
works, and ſets up believing - To 
Rom. 4.c, #21 that workgth not, but believeth, 
zs righteouſneſs counted. Yea, this 
believing in Chriſt, filences all 0- 


ther graces in this point of our ju- | 
{tifyiog righteouſneſs, It 1s not Re- Þ 
pentance, nor Patience, nor Love, # 
nor Prayer, nor Obedience, that þ 
juſtifies us, but Faith in Chriſt, 
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And as the Ordinances of the 
Ceremonial Law, when compared 
with their Goſpel ſubſtances, are 
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called by the Apoſtle, but beggar- Gai, 4.9; 


ly thiags - Weak and beggarly Ele- 


ments', and carnal Ordinances : ficb, g.to, 


though they were the holy Ordi- 
nances of God in their time : So are 
the beſt works and higheſt actings 
of grace, when compar'd with the 
righteouſneſs of Chriſt : Thus com- 
paratively, did Paul count the beſt 


of his own righteouſneſs but 


droſs, 


Phil. 2: 


It's for certain , that in ſanfi- 


fication, though not juſtification, 
the Saints other graces and good 
works bear their part, and keep 
their place, and are of great price 


in the fight of God: as Peter faith i per. 3.4; 


of a meek and quiet ſpirit. 
indeed the lowelt gracious aCtion is 
pf greater value, than the moſt 
ſpecious works 


clous men in the world. Even 
2 cup of cold water given to a Dil- 
ciple, 


of all 


I 3 


And 


ungra- 


(134) 
Kath, xo, Ciple, in the name of a Diſciple, is 
42+ more than a mans giving all his 
; oods to the poor, that hath nor 
charity. We know how that ]ctus 
Chriſt ſet a higher rate on the Wi. 
dows two mites, than on all the o- 
ther Treaſure which was caſt in, 
Mark 12.42. 

And yet though our graces and 
gracious works be of ſogreat price 
11 the ftpht of God, io their ſtation 
and ſphere 3 5 as we are ſanctified 
bf, 4. 3s perſons. ſer apart for God himſelt, 
to be a kind of firſt-fruirs of his 
creatures, tO be holineſs tothe Lord, 
and the fir it- -fruits of his excreaſe 
yet in the watter of our Juſtifica» 
tion, they are all cyphers: Faith is 
the only thiog | in us, and of ours, 
that juſtifies, Not that Faith 1; 
better grace than © ther graces, but 
becauſe it hath a better Office. Az 
a Conſtablein a Town, or Juſtice 
of Peace 10 a County, may do that 
which another man,though a« good 
x hi. {c1h, ſaving his Office, cannot 


AQ, 


A Cor. 13. 


Jam. 1.1%. 


Jer. 2 3» 
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do. It's the Office that makes the 
difference in this particular caſe, 

_ Soisit with Faith and other gra- 
ces* Look on Faith only as a grace, 
and fo other graces equallize it, yea, 
the grace of Love exceeds it in a 
double reſpe& - firſt in Bredth, and 
ſecondly Length. 

1. [a Bredrhs for Faith isa per- 
ſonal grace, it's for a man's own uſe : 
a man cannot believe to life for a- 
nother - Bur Love 182 publick grace 
and communicative. The Love of 
one Chriſtian may extend to a 
thouſand more, and upon this rea- 
ſon it hath the preheminency given 2 
It of Faith. \ 

2. In Length; the grace of Love 
exceeds thegrace of Faith, in that 
Love abides for ever; it is the 
prace of the Saints 1n Heaven: 

' Now abideth Faith, Hope, and Cha- , oo, 14 
rity, theſe three, but the greateſt of 13. 
| theſe is Charity, Faith and Hope 

end with this life, as to their em- 
ployment ; but Loveis the working 

-- Il 4 grace 


1 Cor, 12, 
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| grace in the lifeto come. Faith and 
Hope will be ſwallowed up there 
of glorified ſenſe, whereas' Love, 
which did ſhine but as a Star here, 
willbeasa$unin Heaven. 

| But then confider Faith in its Of- 
fice, betwixt Chriſt and a poor fin- 
ner, in his reconciliation to God, 
and. juſtification before him, . avd fo 
Faith hath the preheminency of all 
other graces, and nope haye an of- 
fice here but fajth. 

Now to ſhew the office and worth 
of Faith, in bringing home the 
righteouſneſs of Chriſt to us, for 
our righteouſneſs before God; theſe 
two —_ muſt be opened. 

I. What Obje@ it is that Faith 
atts on in our juſtification. 

' 2. What aG of Faith it 1s that 
doth juſtifie ps. 

1. The Object of Faith, 1n ge- 
neral, isthe whole Scripture, or re- 
yealed written wjll of God. The 
Aythority of God is the reaſon of 
PUT believing, Our Faith js, of 

muf 
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muſt be, as large as God's mouth, . , , 
Whatever he bids you do, doit, faith] b Pe. -r1 
our Saviours Mother to the Waiters . 
at the . Feaſt - ſo whatever God 
ſpeaks, we muſt believe it. It's 
| papeoble that God ſhould lye, Heb, 
6. 19. | | 
But though this be the Obje of 
Faith, yet it 13 not that Object of 
Faith that juſtifies : that is a parti- 
cular and peculiar Object. A man 
hath ſenſe and motion, -as well as 
reaſon, yet it's only reaſon that 
makes hima man, Thus juftifyiog 
Faith believes all truths in Scri- 
pture 3 yet It juſtifies not, but as 
| it believes ſome particular truth ar 
promiſe ; ſcil. The Promiſe of Chriſt. 
What was the Object of Abraham's 
faith, as it juſtified him ? why, the 
Promiſe: and what Promiſe ? the 
Promiſe of a ſeed s and what ſeed £ Gen. 15.5, 
Chriſt, Gal. 3.16, And to thy ſeed, © 
which is ChriSf. 
 Abrahars was not juſtified by his 
fzith, as be bclicved the _ 
$56! | ced 


- 


JMI 


Math, 1.1. 


Gal. 3.16, 
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ſeed promiſed him, but the ſpiri- 
tual 3 ſczl. Jeſus Chriſt, who was the 
Son of David, the Son of Abraham, 
And therefore i It's obſervable, . that 
the Apoltlein that place tothe Ga- 


Latians , diſtinguifheth ſubtly and -Þ- 


punctually i 1n this point, even upon 
one letter : Now to Abraham and his 
ſeed were the Promiſes made; he ſaith 
ot, and to ſeeds, as to many, but as 
of one, and to thy ſeed, which is 
Chriff. So that there 1s a ſingle 
proper and peculiar Obj. & of taith, 
as it juſtifies a ſinner, and makes 


him righteous; and that is Chriſt 


beld forth by God, in his obedience 
ative and paſſive; io his life and 


death, to be the. juſtification of a |} 
. ſinner. # Chriſt held forth to us in | 


the Promiſe, as made fin for us, and 
righteouſnels tous, is the Diamond 
of the Ring, and the Centre of all 


parts of Scripture. To this the 


Law pointed, Moral and Ceremo- 
nial, tothis the Prophets and Apo- 
ſtles refer a ſinner as his Sanctuary 
and City of refuge, Though 
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Though a") I raelite that wag 
ſtung had look: 1 on the Tobernae 
cle, .nd holy.thirgs of God there, 
yet this weuld not have cured him 
only his looking up to the Brazen 


| Serpent could doit; becauſe that 


only was aſſigned for a remedy by 
God. So, thovgh a finner believe 
all other paſ]: ages and points iv the 
Scripture, y<t it 1snot this faith that 
will juſtifie him, but his looking on 
Chriſt, 2nd believing on him, as he 


/ 


Find 


_ ; 
f/f * 
—_\ Ed, 


was lified up on the Croſs, there 1 Per.2.24 


bearirg our fins, and cranſmitting 
the merit of his death tous; this1s 
the faith that juſtifies. 

Suppoſe a mn of a troubled ſpi- 
rit and an afflicted conſcience ſhou}d 
believe all the Commandments.and 
believe them to be boly, ana juſs, 
and good, asthe Apoſtle laith, Kum, 
7. ſurely this would not lcttlc his 
diſturbed conſcience, ſettle a peace 
there. A poor ſouls peace wiuh 


God, 1s, IDrongh our Lord Jeſus ROM. DL 


Coriſt, and fanh i in bim, 1 us there- 
tore 


UML 


Math, I 


_ _ 


fore may end all controverſie in this 
caſe, as to what obje& of faith it 
3s that juſtifies a fioner it is on] 
faith 1a Chriſt for righteouſneſs that 
does it. 

2. What act of faith it is -that 
doth juſtifie : It muſt be faith aCted 
upon its proper and deſigned Ob- 
jet, for this end. For faith being 
an Inſtrument, muſt as an inſtrument; 
be ated, elſe it 1s not uſeful to its 
end: asa Knife, or Axe, or Plaiſter, 
are all uſeleſs, unleſs they be actu- 
ated. 

A Jew might have aneye, and 
yet not be cured of his wound by 
the fiery Serpent, unleſs he look d 
up with his eye to the Brazen Ser- 
pent. And that Woman diſcaſed 
with an Iflue of blood, was. not 
healed till ſhe touched Chriſt $ Gar- 


ments. So faith muſt at, if it do 


a man good. Faith juſtifies a fin- 
ner by its acts, and not its habit. 
It's not the habit, but the act of 
faith that ;uſtifies,” 

| ©. But 


LIM 


Wo - = 
B. But are we not juſtified in 
God's Decree before we believe ? 
A. We wereelected to be juſtifi- 
ed, butto be juſtified by faith, and 
not before : We were redeemed be- 
fore we believe; our faith gives no- 
thing to the value of Chriſt's 


| ranſom with God, but yet it's faith 


that makes this ranfom of Chriſt to 


| bemine. 
Gods adts of grace to finners, .f .. -... 


maſt be looked on in their order - 
Asit's ſaid of the Reſurrection, AZ 
ſhall be nzade alive in Chriſt, but eve- 
ry man in his own order : firſt Christ, 
then they that are Chriſt's, So in 
this caſe; firſt we are to look upon 
Chriſt's payiog our ranfom, and 
God's accepting of it, and this 13 
done before faith; and then God's 
imputing this ranſom to us, and 
this he doth not till we believe. So 
that if we conſider juſtification 1n 


Its contra& betwixt God and Chrilt, 


this is done before faith, for faith 1t 


felf is in the ranſom and purchale. 
But 
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But if we conſider God's aQuil ju: 


ſtifying of us, this is not done be- 


fore faith: Being juſtified by faith we 


Rom. 5. þ ve peace with God, We mult be 


7% Chriſt, and Chriſt in ug, by faith, 

Rom, 8.1. before we be diſcharged of the | n 
tence of condemnation. 

T hoigh Chiilt rook our infirmi- 


Math. 8. ties, and bare our ſirkneſſes 3 yet he | * 
16, cur'd none wiihout taith. As in | 


the Centuri in's S rvant's fjeknel: ; 


Math, 8s, 4s thou ha$t belieu:d, ſo be it done | 


17. unto thee, And fo when the man 
brought his Son to Chriſt for cure, 
Chriſt preflcd upnn faith : If "#hou 
cant believe, Mark, 9, 23, $0 
; Pct, 2, Griſt bare our linsz yet we muſt 
believe in him before our fins are 
pardon'd. Thy ſins are forgiven 
thee, and thy faith hath ſaved thee, 
are juined together, Luke 5.43, 
8O. v. 
_ So that though redemption was 
before faith, yet juſtification, which 
1s God's imputiog or applying his 
zedemption to' ps, is not till m 
| \s 
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| As the Apoſtle ſaith, Before faith ., _ 
| care we were kept under the Law, be- 24. ke: 
ing ſhut np unto the Faith, which 

ould afterwards be revealed. 

Nor doth this make faith to be a 
meritorious condition, 1n our juſtt- 
fication; for God Covenanted with  * _ 
Chriſt to give us that faith whereby = 
we are juſtified 5 but faith 1s only 
an inſtrument which God. is pleaſed 
to uſe inapplying the Plaſter ro the 
fore, Bur, 

2. Faith that thus juſtifieth, is 
not a bare afſent to the Promiſe of 
\ | Chrift, it's more than this. It is 
! an at of the will and affections, as 
| well as of the underſtanding; an 
| aCtof the heart as well as the head: 
| With the heart man believeth anto ———__ 
righteouſneſs. So that that act of 
 faich which juſtificth, 1s an embra- 
cing act of faith : To as many as re- Joh. 1.32, 
ceived him, tothem gave he power to 
become the Sons of God, even to 
as many as believed on his Name. 

3. I is not the juſtifying a& of / 


fait hb, / 


of fo -ve 
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faith, to be aſſured that our fing 
are pardoned, and that we ſhall 
be ſaved « This is the comforting 
aCt of faith, but not the juſtifying 
at. Irs not thereflex, but dire&t 
act of faith that juſtifieth us; The 
reflex act, which is aſlnrance of our 
juſtification, 1s the effect of the o- | 
& 016 en] ther. A man may be juſtified by 
_— believing, though he have not the 

ſenſe of his juſtification. 
| {0 ſo that act of faith in Paxl, 
Gal. 2.20. Who loved me, and gave himſelf for 
2e , was a reflex aCt of faiths an 
eficct and fruit of that aC of faith 
whereby he was juſtified. Bur that 
 aCt of faith, We have believed in 
Gal. 316: Tops Chrift, that we #ight be juſti- 
ed by the faith of Chriſt : And that, 
48.16.30 Believe on the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and | 

| thou ſhalt be ſaved; Theſe were ats 

of Faith, but what a&ts? Ads of 
adherence to Chriſt for juſtification, / 
and not acts of evidence that they 

were already juſtified. . 
4. Neither doth faith juſtifie , as 
ft 
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ſt afts and works by love. Juſti- 1 .4 
fying faith doth a& by love, but it 

doth not juſtifie as it acts thus; nor 

as It acts and works 1n obedience : 

Faith doth act thus, and therefore's 
called, The obedience of faith: And Rom.16. 
It was by faith that Enoch walked 72: RY 
with God s And it was by faith that web: pac 
Abraham obeyed the Commandment 

of God, in going out of his own Coun- 

iry, not knowing whither he went cy, q 
and it was by faith that be offered up 

Iſaac when he was commanded byv. 7: 
God - but yet this 1s nor the juſti- 
fying act of faith. Fheſe are in- 

deed the natural and neceſſary ct- 

feCts of juſtifying faith : Fazth if zt - 
have not works is dead, T will ſhew **"*:*7e 
| you 11y faith by my works, v. 18. but 
| | yet theſe are not the act of faith 

S | thatjultifies. | 
f 5. BortheaC of juſtifyiog faith, 
l or the act of faith that doth juſti- 
Y | fie, isan actof recumbance and re- 
lyance cn Chriſt, as he was made 


fin for us, and as he is made righte- 
= cuſnef9 
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- ouſneſs to us, and thus offered by 
// the Scripture to our faith. The 
| phraſeof Scripture, 1 Pet. 2.6. doth 
clear this 3 Behold IT lay in Zion a 
chief corner ſtoze, ele and precions, 
and he that believeth on him ſhall not 
be confounded : what, believe on a 
ſtone? The meaning is, he that 
reſts upon this ſtone with all his 
weight, that layeth his whole (treſfs 

of ſalvation here, 
} And this indeed is the juſtifying 
act of faith z when the wounded 
ſinner and . perplexed conſcience 
ſees Chriſt tendered to him, in the 
promiſe of God's free grace, to be 
his only and whole redemption and 
righteouſneſs, and lays hold on 
him thus tendered, claſps and em- 
Math, 28, braces Chriſt thus offered, as the | 
2 good woman did his feet: This, 
and this only , is the a& of faith 
that juſtifies. And here the weery 
ſoul reſts it ſelf, and ,experienceth 
the truth of that Scripture, and 
thoſe words of Chriſt ; Come unto 
me 
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hve all ye that Iaboiir and ave heavy jiath, 16: 
laden, and 1 will give you veit.:s. 
This is the Horn of the Altar, a 
poor humbled finner, in the ſenſe 
of his own loſt condition, fAlyeth 
to, and holds by, and fays as Joab , jing. 5; 
did; If 1 dye, T'le dye hete. _ 
Yet this you muſt note, That 
this at of faith which lies in a ree 
cumbence and reſting on Chriſt a- 
lone for righteouſneſs, is in the New. 
Teſtament ſet out by the phraſe of 
believing into Chriſt, which we tran- 
{late, believing in Chriſt, For it 
ſignifies ſuch an at or work of 
faith, ard affiance iti Chriſt, as 
whereby the ſoul is ingrafted in 
him, and united to him 3 ſo as that 
| by this union it bath communion in 
this righteouſneſs. And thus we 
. fee, the Goſpel hath brought. the 
juſtifying act of faith into a little 
roow, Within this compaſs. 
A convinc'd ahd humbled 
fioners recumbing afd relying 
on the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, as tens 
K 2 deted 
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dered in the promile of free grace, 
for his righteouſneſs. Here is the 
ground of comfort, and of a behev- 
ers boaſting over all charges, when 
he thus belzeveth - he can or may 

Rom.3.33-now ſay with the Apoſtle, Who 

ſhalt lay any thing to my charge # It 
is God that jut:fieth : who ſhall Con- 
demn? it is Chriit that dyed , yea 
rather that is riſen again; and be 

RoM-4*25 was raiſed again for our Juſtifica- 

tion. 

Johe 3:33 In this believiog, we ſet to our 
eal that God is trxe: and God will in 
due time , if he hath not already, 
ſet to his ſeal, z.e. work aſſurance 
In you, to ſecond your relyance, 
But if you believe not thus you make 
God a lyar. 

:> Though you do affent to the 

"truth of the Promife of Chriſt, yet 
it you draw back affhance and re- 
cumbence, as if the promiſe were 
not. to you, you give God the lye-. 
Oh theo, in the ſenſe of your own 
nakedneks come out of your Foes 

an 


by Joh. 5. 
IIs 
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| and caſt your ſelves on Chriſt for 
righteouſneſs, and this is that faith 
that ſaves you. 

How do many men deceive them- 
ſelves in this ſaving a& of faith. It 
they know the promiſe of Chriſt 
our righteouſneſs, and aſſent to it, 
they think it 1s enough : But, alas, 
It is not; tor there muſt be a ſtrip- 
ping of a man's ſe]f naked of his own 
righteouſneſs, and a reſting on this 
of Chriſt's alone. As David ſtrip'd 
himſelf of his Armour, and fo went 
out againſt Goliah, in the Name of" 17: 
the Lord. Take notice, that Adam gy, ro. 
was naked, and ſaw it, betore God 
made the promiſe of Chriſt. 

©. Burt 1s a man juſtjfied by this 
aCt of faith only? the Papiſts ask 
us, where this (only) is 1n Scriptures 
and tell us it 1s an adding to the 
=" 

It is the ſenſe, though not 
Pike letter of Scripture. And this 
was aruleof the Ancients, thatthe 
{znſe, and not the letter, is Scripture, 
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I Gall give an-expreſs inſtance; our 
Bleſled Saviour added not to that 
Scripture, Thox ſhalt fear the Lord 
p thy.God, and. ſhalt: ſerye him, when | 
EPe3 ſaid, I is written, Thou ſhalt wor- | 
' Math4ro/Sp tbe Lord thy God, and hin only 
fhalt thow ſerves for though (only) 
be not in: the letter of the Text 
quoted, yet itis.in:the ſenſe, there- 
fore did Chriſt uſe- itz nor did the 
Devil: tax him for adding to the 
Scripture. herein, becauſe it was 
the meaning. We ſhall. therefore 
here open theſe two things. 
r. The true meaning of this, 
wheo we ſay, This aft of faith, this 
a(t of recumbance and re]iance ons 
ly juſtifies. 
2+ The graund and reaſan of it, 
why this aQ of faith is counted, by 
| God, toa manfor righteouſneſs, 
1. For the meaning, when we 
ſay., That faith only juſtifies, it- is | 
this., Tha all, even the beſt of all, 
in. 3 man, or whjch-is done by a | 
man, is hereby excludeg: from his | 


uſtifica> 
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| juſtification; yea, every a@ of 
faith, beſides this of recumbance 
on Chriſt for righteouſneſs, is ex- 
cluded. 
F So that this (only ) excludes all 
inherent grace, though in the high- 
eſt meaſure; and all aQual holi- 
neſs ina man's life or duties, which 
have the greateſt ſpirituality in 
them 3 even every fruit of the ſpi- 
rit, but this of faith, and every at 
of faith beſides this of recumbence, 
_ are excluded from his juſtificati- 
on before God; and this at of 
faith admits of nothing bue the 
righteouſneſs of Chriſt, and God's 
imputing of it toa man. | 
[t's true, we muſt yield, that 
there are other acts of a juſtifying 
Faith, befides that which doth ju- 
ſtifie. There is an aCt of faith that 
doth purifie the heart, and an aCQ as, rs.g. 
| of faich that works by love, and an IS 
. aRof faith thar reſiſts rempration, '# 
| and Moſes by faith refuſed to be calledHcb. 11. 
| #he Son of Pharaohs Danghter ;** ©5: 
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chuſing rather to ſuffer affliFion with 
the people of. Gad, than to enjoy the 


pleaſures of ſin for a ſeaſon 3 and of 
other believers it's ſaid , that by 


1-35. faith they accepted not deliverance, 


when tortured, 3. e. upon unbecoms- 
Ing terms; Theſe aGs of faith are 
not excluded from the juſtified bee 
liever, bur from the act of faith in 
Juſtification they are. 

[t is not intended, when we ſay, 
Faith only juſtifieth, that faith hath 
no other act or operation but to ju- 
{tifie z bur that nothing hath the 
office to juſtifie a ſinner, but faith, 
and this act of faith, of relyance on 
the righteouſneſs of Chriſt, 

 Theeye of an Tſraelite conld, and 
did do other things beſides look- 
in2 up to the Brazen-Serpenr, 
ver the eye healed not by any thing 
. clſe it did but this: So Faith, ſaving 
F: ih, bath other buſineſs and work 
than this of looking to Chriſt for 
righteouſneſs, but it makes a man 
righteous np way but this, 

nr | There- 
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Therefore Secondly, we ſay, that 
there are other graces coexiftent 
with faith in the perſon juſtified. 
A ſolitary Faith, 1s not a ſaving 
| and juſtifying Faith: Fazth, if 3t 
hath not works, is dead, being 
glove, Faith that is alone ſaves nor, 
though Faith alone ſave. As the 
act of ſeeing is by the eye only, 
without the ear, or other ſenſes ; 
| the eye only ſees, the ear ſees not, 
+ nor the taſte, nor the ſmell, nor the 
feeling, yet the eye could not fee, 
if you ſhould take away the other 
| ſenſes from the body. 

So it's faith only that juſtifieth 
without other graces , or good 
works; yet Faith without them, or 
ſeparated from them, cannot juſtt- 
he : becauſe indeed it cannot be 
without them, in the perſon or ſub- 
jet where it 18. So that faith is 
without other graces, and works, 
in its office, but not in its exiſtence. 
And you may as ſoon part light and 
heat in the Sun, as fanCtification 

; from 
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from juſtification, in a believer, 
For Faith is not only a fruit of 
the ſpirit, with other graces, but 


alſo the ſeed and nurſery of other 
graces 3 becauſe faith in Chriſt is 


the Root-grace. | 

It was by faith that Emoch walked 
with God, and that Paxl did lo dear- 
ly love Jeſus Chriſt, and that the 
Saintsin both Teſtaments prayed ſo 
much; we believe, therefore do we 
ſpeak, 2 Cor. 4. 13, | 

It would be a ſtrange ſou], that 
ſhould give a faculty of ſeeing, and 
no other faculty or ſenſe: As ſtrange: 
a ſtate of grace would that be, that 
ſhould give an a of ſaving and ju- 
ſtifying faith , and give no other 
grace beſides. 
' 23. What weſay of other Graces, 
we alſo ſay.of gracious works, theſe 


cannot be ſevered from a juſtified! 


perſon, or from a juſtifying faith, 


though they have no: office 1n his' 


Juſtification, ' For theſe juſtifie 
Faith, as Faith juſtifies the _ 
An 
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And this is the <xpoſition of that 
in St. Jaxzes, where he ſays, ch. 2. v. 
21» Was mot Abraham our Fa- 
ther juſtified by works when be had 


| owe JJaec? and v. 22. Seeſt thou 
bow faith wrovght with his works, 

apd by works was fajth made perfe@ : _ Is.0, 

and the Scripture was fulfilled, 6al.z 4 


| 


which ſaith, Abrabam believed, and 
it was counted unto bin for righte- 
ouſneſs, Andv. 24. Te ſee then, how 
that a man is juſtified by works, and. 
pot by faith only, | 
Bur how is that ? and how do 
| St, Paul and James agree, or St, 
Jemes with himſelf > Why the ſenſe 
1s, that a man 1s not juſtified by a 
faith that is without works. Abra- 
hats believed., and it was counted 
jo bim for rightequſneſs ; but then 
Abrabam's believing, was a work- 
ing believing 3 ic made him go our 
of: his own Country he knew not 


| whither, upon God's callz and to. 


offer-up his Son Iſaac at God's' com- 


mand. Which latter work of - 
| 19 
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_ St. James ſpeaks of + and you mult 


Amal, 


F Gel. 1%. 


6. 


Gen, 22, 


underſtand,that this excellent work 
of Abraharu's was above thirty 
years after his juſtification 3 as ap- 
pears by Scripture Chronology. 
For Ger. 15.6. we read, his believ- 
ing was counted to him for righteouſ- 
neſs; and his offering Iſaac, chap. 
22. was 3O years, or 40 (aith Biſhop 
Uſher. atter that. 

So that this muſt needs be the A- 
poltle James his meaning, when he 
ſays, Abraham was juitified by works, 
this, and no other can be the mean- 
10g, without admitting of contra- 
dictions, and ſtrange inconſiltences, 
That Abrabar's faith was not with- 
out works, but was juſtified by his 
works, to be a true faith, and a 
living faith, anda ſaving faith. *4- 
braham's perſon was juſtified by 
faith, and his faith was juſtified by 
works, and lignally by offering ap 1- 


Jaac at God's command; Which 1s 


that St. James ſpeaks of, Thus 
much for the meaning of the ex- 
preſſion, 
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preflion, when we ſay, that Faith 
only juitifieth us,or maketh Chriſt's 
righteouſneſs ours. 

But now here we muſt be cauti- 
on d not to make or imagine, the 73 
credere, the aC&t of helieving, to be 
the matter of our righteouſneſs, as 
ſome have held. For this 1s to 
make our Fiith our Chriſt; and 
thruſt out his righteouſneſs from 
being the reaſon and matter of our 
juſtification. But faith 1s the only 
inſtrument of our righteouſnc(s,and 
this is honour enoughs To make it 
more, 1s to make the vertue that 
healed the Woman, Matth. 9g. to 
coine out of the hand that touched 
Chriſt's Garments, and not out of 
Chriſt that was touched; and the 
healing virtueto bein the eye of an 
Ijraelite, and not inthe Brazen Ser- 
pent that the eye behcld. Theſe 
men would make us eat our money, 
and not to buy bread with it to eat. 
They make faith. our righteoul- 
neſs, which is but inſtrumental to 

make 
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make Chriſt, The Lord our rightez 
ouſueſs, And this is ſufficient ho- 
nour to faith; it need clatm no 
more, nor wegive any more, 

2. Forthe ground or reaſon, why 
faith alone juſtifies a ſinner. Beiny 
juſtified by faith, Rom. 5. And the 
reaton why God hath dignithed faith 
with this high Office, and the rea- 
ſon why faith alone juſtifies, 1s, To 
exclude boaſiing, Rom. 3.27. Whert 
is boaſting then? it it excluded : 
by what Law? of works? nay, bi 
by the Law of Faith. TheScripture 
ſpeaks this, We are juitified by faith, 


and not by thborks Not by works of 


the Law, faith the Apoſtle 3 Not ty 
my own righteouſneſs, but that of 
Chriſt made mite by faith. 

And again, nothing is faid in 
Scripture to be irhputed for righte- 


_ ouſneſs, but faith : Abraham belicys 


Gen.15.& ed, and it was counted unto him fer 
Jam.2.23. pjghteonſneſs. Not Abraham's go- 


ig out of his own Country, n0* 
Abraham's oftering his Son , but 
| Abraham) 
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Abraham's faith was it, that was ###- gom. 3:26 
| puted to him for righteouſneſs. To 
declare his righteouſneſs, and that he 
'| i: juſt, and the juftifier of him that 
believeth in Jeſus. 
Faith and Unbelief are the two 
caſting points of every man's pre- 
ſent and final eſtate. He that be- joh, 3.18, 
lieveth on hits, is not condemned, but : 
be that believeth not is condemned al- 
ready, becauſe he hath not believed 
in the Name of the only begotten Sor 
of God, So, He that believeth on -36- 
the Son bath everlaſting life ; and 
be that believeth not the Sor ſhall not 
ſee life. Faith is the only grace 
that actually ſaves, and Unbelicf 
the only fin that aually damns. 
Bur, Secondly, becauſe there 1s 
aſutableneſs in this grace of Faith, 
to God's plot and deſign 1a his way 
of juſtifying man. 
1. God having made a different 
| covenant with his people from that 
of Works; a Covenant of grace 
it is convenient, that whatever is 
required 
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required of us, in this Covenant, | 
be conſiſtent with a Covenant of 
Free-grace, Now Faith is a grace 
of this conveniency, becauſe it 
takes all of Free-grace that God 
g1ves 1n order to ſalvation. 

God's Free-grace and our Faith 

Eph.2.8. re ſweetly agreed : By grace are ye 
ſaved through faith, Free grace 
and our Works do not accord : 

Rom. 4.167 herefore it is of Faith, that it might 

be of erace ;, and if of grace, then it 
is no more of works, otherwiſe grace 
zs no more grace, And, as I ſaid be- 

4 fore, it is of grace, becauſe God 

was refolved to exclude boaſting 

from man ; which could not be, 
but by raking Faith, and excluding 

Works in juſtification. | | 

God found the diſpoſition of man 
to incline to felf-will, and (elf-righ- 
teouſneſs in his breach of the firſt 

Covenant; and this is in man's na- 

Rom.10.3 ure {till - They going about to eſta- 
bliſh their own righteosſneſs, have not 
ſubmitted to the righteouſneſs of God: 

And 


Rom. 
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-- And therefore God has made ano-- 


lh kind of Covenant with us,a Co- 
venant of free-grace , and we muſt 


have, what we have, of free-grace : Rom.4.18 


and that it may be by grace, it muſt 
be by faith. Faith and works are al- 
ways ſet at variance by S.Paxl,in our 
juſtification before God: Faith is the 
ſympathizing grace in us, with the 
free grace of God. Tt 3s of faith,that 


it may be of erace.This way of boalt- , cer, 5} - 


ng 1s cut off from man, and he that 31- 
glorieth, mus? glory ;n the Lord. 

2. God's intention of honouring 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and making 
him a glorious Adam, in wondeful- 
ly excelling the firlt, is another 
reaſon, why the juſtification of a 
ſianer is only by faith in Chriſt, It 
we confider the ſcope of much of 
the 5. tothe Romans, from the 15. 


v.to the end; and of ſome part of 


x Cor. 15. 45. &c, we find a deligr 
of God highly to exalt the. ſecovci 

Adam above the firlt. _ 
Now faith is the grage that ho- 
E NOUrs 


L Pete2.7, 


Heb.1 T.2 


Fil. 3.9. 
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nours Chriſt moſt, It fetcheth all 
from Chriſt, and gives all the bleſ- 
ſedneſs of a reſtored ſinner toChriſt: 
It's faith that makes Chriſt ſo preci- 
ous 5 To you that believe he is preci- 
ous. Faith makes the- worlt of 
Chriſt to be better, and more ele- 
g1hle than the beſt of this world. 
Tt was by faith that Moſes eſteemed 
the reproaches of Chriſt greater riches 
than the treaſures of Egypt. And 
becauſe faith doth ſo honour Chriſt, 
therefore it is exalted above other 
graces to this high office, which no 
other grace has in the Juſtification 
& righteouſneſs of a ſinner. It's faith 
that puts Chriſt's worth and merit 
into the ballance againſt all thy 
fins and wretchedneſs, and againſt 
the curſe of the Law, and apgainſt, 
and to ſwallow up Hell and Death 
into victory. 

And faith makes a man to caſt a- 
way not only his fins, but his own 
righteouſneſstoo, to exalt the righ- 


teonſneſs of Chriſt, It makes a mans 
beſt 


09) = 
beſt duties , and beſt works, and 
higheſt meaſures of inherent grace: 
tobe, :n compariſon of Chriſt's obe- 
dience, and righteouſneſs, but as 
Stars to the Sun, thoſe diſappear art 
the appearing of this. 
7g. The Lord hath thus honou- 
red faith, and fer it in fo high an 
office, for his peoples ſake; that 
they may be ata certainty for their 
ſpiritual and eternal condition, and 
not 1n a tottering ſtate, as they 
wereln the firſt Adam. 
- All that God has for us in order 
to our eternal happineſs, he hath 
put into Chriſt: 7t pleaſed the Fa- col. 1.19: 
ther , that in him ſhould all fulneſs 
dwell, And it's from his fulneſs 
that we receiveall grace, 1 Joh. 16. 
And what we have from the ful- 
neſs of Chriſt, we fetch it by faich, 
as the Woman did virtue to heal M#":9- 
her ſore diſtemper- and all this 1s 
that we may be at a certainty. . 2 
Therefore it is of faith, to the end Rom.4.16 
| the promiſe might be ſure, Faith | 
/ E 2 leans 
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leans upon Chriſt as it's ipecial ob- 
jet ; and Chriſt is a ſure foundation. 
And all the promiſes of God, in hin 
are yea, and in him Amen: there 
they have both their exiſtence and 
pertorinance, 2 Cor. 1. 20. 

If life and Heaven did hang upon 
ſuch hinges as our own graces and 
and works, and righteouſneſs, we 
ſhould be but in a tottering caſe : 
weare ſo uncertain in theſe, as to 


{{ their aftings, and withal ſo imper- 


fect: But in Chriſt's obedience and 
righteouſneſs there 1s the greateſt 
aſſurance that can be 3 we may reſt 
and repoſe here ſafely; he 1s a ſure 
foundation, where the conſcience 
of a finner reſts quietly, and no 
whereelle. 


And thus you have feen 1t prov- 
ed, and cleared, That the Lord Je- 
ſus Chriſt 1s a ſinners righteouſreſls 
in the ſight of God; and that God 
imputes this righteouſneſs to a {in- 


ner, to make it his; and that faith 


alone 
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alone has the office to fetch it home - 
and apply it. 
The Arplication of the Do- 
Ctrine, And, 


+21, If theſe thiogs be ſy as. you 


have ſeen, then (to ofe the Pro- 
phet Ezek. words) This is a lamen-g, 1. 
tation, and ſhall be for a lament ation, 14. | 
that ſo much of the world are fo 1g- 
norant of and enemies to this 
foundation truth, 

For,Firſt, As tothe Gentiles,they 
knew nothing of this righteoul- 
neſs t1]] they were taught ir by the 
orace of God, intheir calliog. And 
not only the common people, bur 
their So9pbo3, their learned and wiſe- 
men, their Seers, ſuch as Cato, C3- 
cero, Ovid, Virgil, Livie, Suetonins, 
e@&*c, men of high parts, and all a- 
bout Chriſts time, a little before 


and after; yet all thefe were ſtran- 


gers, yea enemies to this righteoul- 
neſs. Chriſt crucified was foolift. weſt Cor I, 
tothem, It was a jeering ſpeech of *? 


Cato's, Stultitia eſt morte alterius 
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ſperare ſalutem. The wiſeſt of the 
Gentiles did no more underſtand 
the myſtery of this righteouſneſs, 
which maketh a ſinner righteous be- 
fore God, or any of the myſteries 

Gen. 41-. of Chriſt, than the Mag? of Egypt 

15. did Pharaoh's dreams, or the Wilſe- 

Dan.2.8g, MEN of Caldea, Nebuchadnezzars, 

'** © or Beſſhazzar's Hand-writing. This 
maſter-piece of wiſdom in God, 
was but fooliſhneſs to them. 

And Secondly, As for the Jews, 
_ the Apoſtle ſays, they were ignorant 

Rom 10-3 of this righteouſneſs : For they being 
ignorant of God's righteouſneſs, and 
going about 20 eſtabliſh their own righ- 
teouſneſs, have not ſubmitted them- 
ſelves to the righteouſneſs of God. 
Yea, this righteouſneſs was a ſtumb- 
Iivg block to them , an occaſion of 
thejr fall, and caſting off, 7.6. 
through theisg ignorance of it, 

Rom. 5, and malice againſt irs They ſtumbled 

$1 33 at this ſtumbling ſtone. © . 

| And this was the Plague: fore,not 
only of the Common-people among 
AER es ts, a ee 
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the Jews,but of their Rabbys, their 
Scribes and Teachers; they were F- 
| ignorant and willingly ignorant of 
this way to life: Have any of the 
Rulers or of the Phariſees believed on 
him © John 7. 48, 
And Thirdly, As for Chriſtians, 
multitudes of them are ignorant of, 
| and bitter enemies to this righteouſ- 
| ' neſs, The generality of the Ro- 
| man Church have drunk this poy- 
| {on :* and few of their Champions 
are behind the .Scribes and Phari- 
ſees in contending for righteouſneſs 
by the works of the Law « They 
are rich enough to buy pardon of 
ſins,and Heaven to. What ſaid Vega? celum 
He would have Heaven for his money. ©4114 nn 
Andindeed all men by nature have nk os 
this Popery io their belly. And 15. 
there are two reaſons why men na- 
turally and generally miſs this way 
| tolife; this way to this City of re- 
| iuge ſet up for loſt ſinners by the Go- 
el. 
F 1, The myſterious nature of this 
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righteouſneſs, as it is the matter and 
reaſon of a ſinners juſtification be- 
fore God, [tis a revelation ; The 
righteouſneſs of God is revealed from 
faith to faith: It is not a thing in 
the view of natural reaſon. The 


Joh, 15.8. world muſt be convinced of it by 


_— 


the ſpirit. Tt is a new way, Heb, 10. 
20. an uncouth, untrodden and un- 
beaten way to the light of nature : 
nay,there was no ſuch thing known 
of in the ſtate of innocence, Thoſe 
Philoſophers, the Epicureans and 
Stolcks that encountred Pazxl, calle 
ed it, New-Do@Grine, Its News 1n- 
deed ; ſois the whole Goſpel ; for 
that 1s the ſenſe of bg Ciaane, 
bringing good News. Man being 
made righteous by the righteout- 
neſs of another, is a new way, and 
unknown to the generality of the 
World, as Americe was to other 
parts, till of late. 

That a righteous perſon ſhould 
be made fin for us, as Chriſt was. 
and that we ſhould be made , the 

richre- 
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righteouſneſs of God in him; this 19 ,co.e x 
{by & puongion, a great Myſtery : And : Tim. Ze 


in preaching this point co men, we ' 


may ſay as the Apoſtle alioad the 
Reſurrection 3 Behold, T ſhew y0u 4, cor. rs, 
AyStery. This is one of the deep 51. 
things of God, which no man 


| knoweth, but the Spirit of God, 


and they to whom the Spirit rc- 
veals it, Which zone of the Princes 1 Cor.2. 


.” of the world (i.e. in Paul's time) 7%: 


have known, Princes then were the 


. Choiceſt men i'th' world for natural 


oracquired parts, but were igno- 


 rantin this, 


2, Reaſon why this new way to 
lite is ſo commonly milled, 13 from 
the nature of man ; it's a way that 
egocs againſt the granes with proud 
Nature, to tread it. The natural 
ſpirit of man makes ſtop here, as . 
Balaam's Aſs did in that way of his. Num.2a: 
There is an innate 2nd hereditary 
pride 1n men, ſoasto own no righ- 
teouſneſs that ſhall eclipſe theirs - 

Men are naturally for {cl ſhifts; 
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Gen, 3- Adam's poor contrivance to cover 
his nakedneſs tells us this. When 
men think of going to Heaven, they 
faſten upon ſomewhat of their own: 

Math. 19. M{aifer, what good thing ſhall T do? 
and, AU theſe have I kept. He had 

_ ſelf righteouſneſs at his fingers ends, 
as Paul himſelf had, while a Phar1- 

—_ ſee; As concerning the Law, blame- 

*3* leſs. Self in man, is like the heart 
In man, which is altimmm moriens, 
The Fort that holds out longeſt a- 
oainſt ſubanſſion to this righteoul- 
neſs of Chriſt : like the Fort of 

2Sam.5. the Jebuſttes, which would not 
yield till David ſtormd it, Man's 

good opinion of his own righteoul- 

neſs, is among(t thoſe a«y:oue?, thoſe 
imaginations or proud reaſonings in 

mn, that exalt themſelves , and 

-are not with caſe brought under, 

and ſubdu'd to the obedience of 
Chriſt, 2 Cor. 10.5. Now natural 

men do divers ways exalt their own 


Righteouſneſs In oppoſition to. 


God's, 
F. It's 


UN 
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: 1. It's too uſual with ſome a- 
monglt us, to think to recompence 
God, and ſtop the mouth of his ju- 
ſtice, by ſome good works of their 
own. This Popery 151 many who 
diſdain the very name. Something 
or other of their own, that ſeems 
lovely in their eye, as that Phari- Luke 18, 
ſees Faſting did, ſtands inthe room 
of Chriſt : upon the matter, ſome- 
thing of their own doing mult do 
the deed. Maſter, what good thing Math, rg; 
ſhall T do to inherit eternal life ? Here 
they hang their hopes, and Chriſt 
| made but as a hang-by and 
blind, 

2. Some make a mixture and 
compoſition of their own righte- 
f oulneſs and Chriſts together in 
| their juſtification as ſome of the 
Galatians did, It's the fancy of 
| ſome men, they dare not venture 
( their fouls: on Chriſt alone: they 
have two ſtrings to their Bow,fome- 
thing of their own at leaſt for a re- 
ſerve and dead lift 3 as thoſe m 

gaat 
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that believed on Jeſus, Job. 2. 23, 
24. their faith was a halting and 
divided faith ; and therefore he did 
not commit himſelf to them. Theſe 
men, like the Harlot, would have 
the living child divided : So would 
they bave their juſtification before 
God to be parted between Chriſt's 
righteouſneſs and their own. 

3. Some there are, who though 


' they mix not Chriſt's and their own, 


yet they make their own a bridge 
and paſſage to his. Such are thoſe 
who would have Chriſt, but would 
have him for their money 3 as Vega 
ſaid, Colum gratis non accipian, He 
would purchaſe heaven, and not have 
it as the gift of God, According 
to the Apoſtles DoGrine, Rowe. 6. 
23. Nor will they buy withour mo- 
ney and without. price, according 

to the free invitation. 1/2. 55. 2. 
Same goodneſs of their own 
wuſt uſher them into Chriſt : They 
are ſhie to go to him only with their 
fins and nothingaels, and nakedoeſs, 
which 
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which men ſhould do, ſo they go 
with theſe as their ſores and grievan- 
ces.Some men would be worthy that 
Chriſt ſhould receive and own 
them. Their divinity is ſuch like 
as the Jews, when they urged 
Chriſt to go to the Centurions 


Houſe, with this argument, For he Luk. 7.x; 


is worthy. Theſe men would com- 
mend themſelves to Chriſt by ſome- 
thing that's lovely 1a them; but 
this 1s not Chriſt's way ; He came 
zot to call the righteous, but ſinners to 
repentance, and they are not the 
whole, but ſick,, that need the Phyſtci- 
ax. When men are naked, then he 


_ caſts his skirts over them; and 


when'they are in their blood, this 
is his time of love, aud now he ſays 
unto them, Live, Ezek, 16. 

4. There are ſome men whs 
would think much of it, not to be 
eſteemed Chriſtians, and yet look 
after juſt:-fication ahd falvation, 
neither by Chiiſt's righteouſneſs, 


gor any of their own, but thiok 
that 


Deut.29, 


19, 


© "CUI0) 

that God will forgive and fave 
them on courſe, without any more 
ado. Any way 1s their way to 
Heaven, and think their prophane- 
neſs willno more put rhem by Hea- 
ven, than by their 1nheritances on 
earth. They can be rich and 
wicked, and honourable and 
wicked, and wile and wicked, and 
therefore can be wicked and go to 
Heaven. : 

Fheſe are the Generation of men 
that Moſes ſpeaks of, That bleſt 
themſelves in their heart, and ſay, 
we ſhall have peace though we walk 
zn the imagination of our hearts, and 
adde drunkenneſs to thirſt. Like 
deſperate Riders, that leave the 
high-way, and venture their bones 
and necks over hedge and ditch. 
Or as ſome ſay of Eels, that they 
are bred from putrefaCQtion rather 
than generation : So this genera- 
tion of men concelt to get as near 
a paſſage to Heaven by prophane- 
neſs as holineſs + Tell not them <1- 

ther 
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ther of imputed righteouſneſs or in- 
herent , they | venture their own 
way. Butit Is as ſure as the word 
| of God is ſure, that God will both 
keep theſe men out of Heaven ; Rey,21.29 
There ſhall by no means enter any that 
work abominations; and will alſo 
blot out their names from under 
| Heaven: no place bur Hell is fit for 
' them. The very Oxe and Afle 
have better names on earth than 
they have, 1a. 1. andthus much for 
the uſe of Lamentation, 
2. This Doctrine is uſeful to ex- 
| 4 hortation, and that to two ſorts of 
men : To thoſe that have not come pl, 69; 27; 
into this righteouſneſs, as ſome | 
ſuch there are - And, To thoſe 
that have attained to it, and know 
it, and would know it. 
| «-To the firſt, I ſay two things. 
x. Seek this righteouſneſs and 
} none other, for your juſtification, 
and ſeek it till you get into ſuch ex- 
perimental acquaintance with it, as 
to know what you ſay when you 
ſpeaks 
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- ſpeak of it : Seek, the Kinedonr of 
God and, the righteouſneſs thereof. 
No other righteouſneſs can expi- 
ate thy f1os, but Chriſt's; nor pre- 
{ent thee without ſpot to God, but 
his. This 15 God's righteouſnets, 
therefore let it be thine : it's God's, 
becauſe 1t 15 a righteouſneſs of Gods 
ordaining, and becaule it 1s a righ- 
reouſneſls of God's imputing, and 
becaule it is a righteouſneſs of God's | 
accepting. It's a fufficient righte- , 
ouſneſs to God, and ic's a ſufficient 
righteouſneſs to the diſtreſſed caſe 
of a finoer : therefore ſeek this on- 
iy ; Oh get to ſpeak that language, 
In the Lord have I righteouſneſs, In 
"FA 2a the Lord ſhall all the ſeed of 1ſrael be 
juſtified. — 
+ TLhere are many falte righteoul- 
refles, as there were many falfe 
Gods, even in the Church of God 
- Math.2q. In the Old Teſtament, and as there 
are many falſe Chriſts in the New. 
Then take heed of deceiving your 
ſc] ves,or belog deceived with a falſe 
righteouſneſs, Men 
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Men ate exceeding apt to ie 

down in 2 felf-righteouſneſs ; to 
warm themſelyes at the ſparks of If; go.1t: 
their own fire. It's as hard to bring 
men into a better opinion of aho- 
thers righteouſneſs than of theit 
own, as it was for Eliſha to per- __ ... 
{wade Naamar into Hirka hes" A 
of the waters of Jordan , than of 
Abana and Pharphar in his onn 
Conntry. It's hard for men to count 
thoſe things which were; or, are 
?ainto them, to be loſs for Chriſt; 

as Paul did, Phil, 3, Men may be 
brought to give themſelves loſt; 

with their fins, but hardly with 

their righteouheſs. 
And therefore the Holy Ghoſt | 

tells us, That it 1s the exceeding 
preatneſ9of God's power, even the 
workiog of his mighty power, that 

power which raiſed Chriſt from the 

dead, when ſuch a weight as the. 

fins of the world; and the curſe of 

the Law was upon him, to keep him 

tnder the power of death © I fay, 

M yea; 
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» 2 yea, the Spirit of God: ſaith, it is 
| | ſucha power, and no leſs, that muſt 
zph.1.19: make a finner to believe in Chriſt 
2 for righteouſneſs and life. 
- How many ſet their tears, and 
fighs, and groans for fin, in Chriſt's 
ſtead, and in his righteouſneſs its 
ſtead ? and how many ſet their de- 
fires of grace, and their much pray- 
ivg and much heariog, and their diſ- 
| likeof evil ways, in this righteouſ- 
neſs its ſtead ? that do it, and think 
not that they do it. As the Aſ{pri- 
ar had his Commiſſion and Charge 
from the Lord, to make the great 
Iſa. 10. s, Tpoils he did 5 Howbeit he meaneth 
—_ = ſo, neither doth his heart think, 
0. 
,* JIadeed, theſe above-mention'd 
ſin, defires of grace, &*c. are (igns 
that follow them that believe in 


Chriſt for righteouſneſs, but they. 


are not the grounds of a man's ex- 
pecting righteouſneſs by Chritt. 


Theſe muſt be thine own nothing- 
neſs, 


| good and holy things, as fighs for. 
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heſs and loſt condition in thy i 
and God's free-grace, and 
Chriſt in a free Promiſe. The «= 
ſtifying a@ of faith is laid on ſuch 
ground-work as this ; {A man muſt 
be convinced of fi, andof his own 
unrighteouſneſs* and now is the 
| ſeaſon for him to caſt himſelf on 
Chriſt's righteouſneſs, as itis freely 
offer'd him of God in his Goſpel 
as the ſeaſon for diſeaſed people to 
g0 into that pool, for healing, was . 
when the Angel moved the water ; ooh 5; 
itis the proper ſeaſon to fly to 
Chriſt for SanQuary, when a foner 
ſees himſelf undone, in and by him- 
ſelf: And here is the juſtifying a& 
of faith. 

Men have reaſon to ſuſpe@t their 
| faith, that is drawn out to Chriſt 
becauſe of ſome ſelf-worth : For 
true faving faith hath no footing to 
ſtand on, but free-grace, and Chriſt 
of free-gift. And look to it, for all 
other faith in Chriſt will fail you 
when it comes to the pinch, and 

M 32 when 
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when conſcience does indeed want 
ſatisfaction, The greater confi- 
dence men have by a falſe, or 
though true, yet an inſufficient 
faith, the greater will be their de- 
ſpair when the fallacy is feen. Oh 
take heed of this fallacy, beware of 
embracing blear-ey'd Leah for beau- 
tiful Rachel. 

It's a dangerous thing to ſet up 
our own righteouſneſs, and graces, 
and dutys, and works, as a qualift- 
cation for our faith in Chriſt 3 this 
Is but clarified poyſon. As God | 
hangs the Earth upon nothing 3 fo 
muſt we the righteoufneſs of Chriſt 
upon our own nothingneſs. Grace 
and good works are not the way to 
our juſtification by Chrift, though 
they are the way to Heaven. 

I cannot eafily exceed in caution 
in this caſes men may make other 
things befides Chriſt their righteoul- 
neſs, interpretatively on God's part, 
when they do it not intentionally on 
their own. As an eager man after | 

riches, 


Job 26.7e 
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riches, or honour,@*c. he thinks not 
that he makes theſe hisGod.it is not 
his intention,and yet it is ſo in God's 
account , who calls covetouſneſs, 
Idolatry. And many make their Col. 3. g; 
belly their God, that think not ſo. 
And ſo we may intend not to malte* 
any thing our righteouſneſs but 
Chriſt, and yet may warp. in pra- 
(tiſe. A man may be an Atheilt in 
practiſe, that is not ſo in judgment, x;., ;. 16; 
and ſo may he be a ſelt-righteous 
man. Therefore let us take heed 
| to our ſpirits in this point. ' 
| 2. Seek thliis righteouſneſs of 
Chriſt in God's way of giving it, ; 
; that is, by imputation; as he im- LH 
) 


hil. 3.197 


putes it-to him that believeth in Je- 
ſus, not to him that worketh + To 
hims that worketh not, but believeth 
_ on him that juStifies the ungodly, his 
faith is counted, by God, for righte- 


r onſmeſr. , 
: We mult look after this righte- 
: ouſneſs of 'Chriſt to be made ours, 
a | 45itis offer'd of free-grace, and in 
fb M3 3 
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_ þ free-promiſe. Is it not a ſtrange 
thing that a man ſhould more eafh- 
ly believe in Chrj(t when he can ſee 
ſome good in himſelf, than when 
he can ſee nothing but Chriſt in a 
free promiſe? yet it is ſo; as if 
ſFnething in himſelf, were better 
footing for faith in Chriſt, than 
God's free-grace, and free-offer of 

Chriſt and his righteouſneſs to him, 

under the notion of a Joſt fin- 

ner. 

' Oh how faſt does this ſelf ſtick | 

toa man! but certainly the leſs we 

ſee in our ſelves,the greater induce- 
ment it ſhould be to caſt our ſelyes 
on Jeſus Chriſt. For what is it 
that can anſwer the Law, or our 
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- The righteouſneſs of Chriſt is 
fitted go the ſinners condition 3 it's 
open to Ademr and his ſeed fallen, 
not ſtanding. The Serpent was for 
the ſtung Iſraelites, and not the 
whole. A finner as a finner muſt 
take this righteouſneſs, let his fins 
be as the ſands, or Stars, or Crimſon, 
or Scarlet 3 Chriſt's righteouſneſs is 
fitted for ſuch finners when con- 
vinc'd and humbled : for that wo- 
man who has no other name given, 
| her by the Evangeliſt, but a ſfin- 7 

ner. 

The Brazen Serpent was not lift- 
ed up for gnats, but the ſtingiog - 

of fiery Serpents. And Chriſt came 

to fave, not only. the leſs, but the _ 

chief of ſinners. Chriſt did no pets- | _— 

ty cures, but ſuch as Phyſicians © 
couldnat do 5 -as we ſee 1n the wo- 

man with the Iflue of blood ; aad + raps 

inthe man's ſon whom the Diſciples 1s. © 
| could not cure. Where fin abounds, $9m-5-29 

Chriſt's righteouſneſs is ordained to 

ſuperabound. The way is opened 

M 4 Q 
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«4: x1. £ Chriſt for all ſinners that eoms 
pr '?” weary and burthened to him : he 
bids none of them ſtand back - Him 
that cometh to me I will in no wiſe 
caſt out. There is more danger of 
their miſfing this rigbteouſaeſs, that 
have ſomething of their own to 
truſt to, than of theirs who have 
Rom. 9. nothing. Chriſt ſends the rich 
3'-7* empty away. Fewer Scribes and 
Luke 11 Phariſees believed on Chriſt, than 
CT Publicans and fioners. 
' Remember then, that this is the 
Righteouſneſs which ends all con- 
trayerfie betwixt God and a finner, 
and between the Law and a ſinner} 
and which alſo ends all quarrels in 
3 poor ſinners conſcience. God 
ſays he js ſatisfied with this Righte- 
iſa. 42-21- ouſneſs, The Lord is well pleaſed for 
| bis righteopſneſs ſake. And the Law 
is ſatisfied ' with this righteouſneſs, 
att: Chriſt is the end af the Law, for righ- 
teonſneſs, ta every one that believeth. 
And conſcience faith, I am ſatisfied 
With this righteouſneſs 5 Being Juſts- 


Jie 


Joh. 6.37. 
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fied by faith, we have peace with God. rom. g.u, 1 
through our Lord Teſws Chriſt, a___ 


wo A ſleepy Confcience may be (a- 

-* tisfied with ſelf-Righteouſneſs, but 
a waking conſcience cannot. There- 
fore ſeek this righteouſneſs of 
Chriſt, and ſeek it alone, in the 
caſe of juſtification, and ſeek it 
in God's way of giving it, ſczl. in 
the way of imputatioo, in the way 
of free-grace, and in a free-promile, 
without reſpect to any thing in your 
ſelves. We are juſtified freely by his gom..24 
grace, through the redemption that is 
in Chriſt Jeſws, The 


2, Branch of Exhortation, is, to 
ſuch as have the Righteouſneis of 
Chriſt made theirs, and know it, 
[ or woulddoſo. And to ſuch I ſay 
_ theſe things, | 


+ T. Be ſure to keep a diftination 
"|, between Chriſt's imputed righte- 
Suſneſs, aud your owa inherent, 
wb 34 _ | OE WE when 
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when you think of your diſcharge 
from fin, and being righteous 
before God. Remember, that Ja- 
cob put on his elder Brother's Gar- 
ments, when he went to his Father | 
Fen 27- for the bleſſing. And let me tell 
you, that, For a man todepend on 
his own Righteouſaeſs, is a greater 
fin than his unrighteouſneſs 1s for 
this is a fio againſt the Law, that 
Heb-2.3. againſt the Goſpel. It is true, a 
godly man may and ought to ap- 
prove himſelf to God, in the fiace- 
rity of his inherent grace and righ- 
teouſneſs, and take much comfort | 
when he can doſo: So did St. Paul, 
, 2Cor.l. This 3s our rejoycing, the teſtimony 
Js of our conſcience , that in ſimplicity 
and godly ſincerity, we have had our 
converſation in this world : and he 
adviſcd Timothy to ſtudy to ap- 
2 Tim.2, prove himſelf to God, And rear 
| 5. had this teſtimony , that he plesſed | 
feb. 115-34. in his i Py 


But theo, though we pleafe God, 
HR as 
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as our Father, with our graces, and 
the fincerity of our lives; yet we 
cannot fatisfie his Juſtice with 
theſe as a Judge - We cannot bring 
{ theſe toGod in the point of our ju- 
ſtification. Bring Benjamin, orelſe 
ge ſee pot my face: So is it with 
| us3 if we brivg not Chriſt and his 
righteouſneſs made ours. 


Gen: 43» 


God ſtands upon it, That we 
expect juſtification meerly by bis 
grace, and not our own. As 1n 
Naazzar's free cure of his Leprofie. 
| Naamax would have given the Pro- 
phet gifts for his cure; but ſays 
he, As the Lord liveth, before whom : Kings, 
1 ſtand, I ſhall receive none. Men* 
ſhould therefore ſhun that patched 
righteouſneſs and way of juſtifica- 
tion invented by the falſe Apoſtles 
in the holy Apoſtles days : as we 
| ſee in St. Paul's Epiſtles to the Ry- 
eans, and Galatians, The Jews 
truſted to their own righteou'nels, 
and many mungril Chriſtiavs mixed 
Yoo -- -. _ 
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Chriſt's and their own, jumbled 

the two Covenants together, half 
Chriſt, and half works, in the point 

| of a finners juſtification : Like 
Nehem: thoſe children of the Jews that 
13.24 marryed Wives of Afpdod; they 
ſpake half in the ſpeech of Aſhdod, 

and half in the ſpeech of the Jews. 

And thus do they of the Church of 

Rome, though many of them can 

ſpeak purer Goſpel when they 

come to die. | 


We find in the Levitical Law, 

God would have oo Honey uſed in | 
Lev.2.11, Sacrifice to him: for though it- be 
ſweet, yet it breeds choler in the 
ſtomack. Thus God. will have 

man's righteouſneſs to have nothing 

to do 1n his juſtification 3 becauſe 
though it be ſweet and pleaſant 

in its place, yet here it would ſwell 


and puff up. 


That was a brave ſpeech of L#- 
i5er's on the Gala?. in this caſe, be 
we 
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ing rigtitly interpreted; Let Moſes 
rrp ad boioct and his _ 
chre never be found. His meaning 
Traketobe, The excluſion of the 
works of Moſes's Law, fromthe jus 
ſtification of a man, and from being 
his righteouſneſs before God : ac- 
cording to that, A@. 13. 39. And 
by him, all that believe are juitified 

rom all things, from which he could 
not be juſtified by the Law of Moſes. 
*But whether God did hint this to us 
in burying Moſes's body himſelf, 
and concealing the place of his bue 
rial, I know not. 


| BY Yet muſt we ſtill be nrg'd upon 
| It, tokeep up a diſtintion betwixt 
Chriſt's righteouſneſs and our own, 
ſo as to ſee a need of his, when our. 
own is neareſt to perfection; and 
toſee his as neceflary when we are 
at the Achme of grace, as when we 
firſt came out of a ſtate of nature. 
- For furely we may expect it, That 
when we come to die weſkall find 
we 
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Rom. 9. 
24, 25. 
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we muſt have a ſtronger ſupporter 
to. our hearts arid hopes than inhe- 
rent righteouſneſs. If then we will 
eaſe our troubled minds, we muſt 
lean and Jay our weight on the 
free-grace of Godin Chriſt. 


And truly this is the way to a- 


void both Rocks and Sands,. to e- 


ſtape the ſhare that is ia our perfeQ- 
eſt gtaces and dutys, and allo to 
have comfort in our weakeſt. 
T heir compleated graces will not 
infe& them with pride, and exalt 
them above meaſure, nor their 
loweſt meafures perplex them, 
For now, when they ſee themſelves 
in themſelves wretched, as Paxl did, 


they can ſay with him, We thank | 


God for Jeſus Chrift, and here take 
Sanctuary. I cloſe this firſt branch 
of Exhortation, with the words of 
David, and the Prophet Tſaiah, as 


well becoming us3 41 will make Y 
mention of thy righteonſneſd, of 


thine only « and, ſurely ſhall one ſay, 
In 
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is the Lord have I righteouſueſt, in ,,. 
the Lord ſhall all the ſeed of Iſrael be webs 


joſtifed. 


+2, Let Chriſtians who have ats » - 
tained to this righteouſneſs, learn 
how to raiſe and extraQ ſtrong con+ 
ſolation from it - and to take this - 
as a Cordial in the droopings of 
their Souls by the remainders of ſinz 
Chriſt the Lord our righteouſneſs. 


\-Who are there among the Saints 
of God on Earth, but have expe- 
| tience more or leſs, what trouble 
of conſcience 1s; and how weak a 
Cordial the beſt of their owa 1s to 
their hearts at ſuch a ſeaſon. This 
' made bleſſed Pax! ſay, Not mine 
own tighteonſneſs, but that of God 
by faith in Chriſt, This is that that - 


's raiſe up the moſt fiokiog ſpirits, | 


and conſciences moſt in deſpair. Ito,” 4.5: 


by this righteouſneſs that God juſti- | 
{| fieth the ungodly. 


And 
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$4 And God exprefſes two reaforl 
* © why he juſtifies man by this rightes | 
kom, 4; Oulſneſs, To exclude boaſting; and 
27. ro prevent terrours of conſcience | 
in his people; from their oftet: ſenſe | 
of little grace; and much fia it 

themſelves, 


___ Its this Righteoufnefs that Is the 
Roti. 5. 1.foundation of peace with God, and 
of peace 1n our own conſcience: The 
terrours of conſcience for fin are 
removed and abolifhed by the coim- 
iog in of this righteouſneſs, when 
applied and improved, 


Heb. 19.2. 


*  TIr'strne, that the ſanQification of 

_ © our natures and holineſs of our lives; 
are a good Second ; a ſecondary 
ſupporter of peace in our conſcien- 

- ces; This is our rejoycing, the teſti- 
720ny of our conſciences, that in ſim- | 


plicity and godly ſincerity, not im fleſh- 
ly wiſdom, but by the grace of God, 
we have had our converſation in this 


world, The Saints own righteoul- 
nels 


UM! 
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neſs and graces areamongſt David's + 
z0 Worthies, but none of the 2. | 
They bave not that {ſovereign pow- 
er to pacifie the diſtazbed cons 
| feience, as the Righteouſneſs of 
Chriſt has. TE 
Saul] had many Worthies in his 
Army , yet only David could en- 
. | counter Goliah : ſo there is worth 
1 | andexcelleocy 1n the inhereat gra- 
+ | Ces of Believers, and their perſo- 
» | hal righteouſneſs3 yet it is this im- 
puted. righteouſneſs only that can 
F encounter the charge of the Law, 
and of Satan, and of our own con- 7” 
ſciences. | Rom. 8.35 
4 [,*o And truly this righteouſneſs of ..” 
"Chriſt imputed to a Believer, and * 
applyed by bim , makes his con- 
ſcience like the Land of Canmaar, 
a place of ſweet reſt and repoſe, 
i. | #he reſt of God, asit iscalled. Now 
z | there is nothing but amicable car- : 
'tiage between God and the Soul. fb. 5: 
: | When Abraharz was righteous by 
: | believing the promiſed ſeed, then 
Ry N he 
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Jam-2;23. Þe was called the friend of Gods: 
" = Abraham believed, and it was im- 
puted to him for righteouſneſs, and he 
was called #he friend of God, Yea, 
he was his boſom friend : Shall 7 
Gen. 18. hide from Abraham the thing that 1 
*7* do? Indeed the very ſcope of this 
imputed righteouſneſs, is to remove 
all difterence betwixt God and us. 
It 1s true, there 1s, Amor beneplacitz, 
A Love of good-will, which God 
bore to us before our actual juſtih. 
cation5 even when we were in Our 
_ 1% blood. But his love of compla- 
: cency and delight appears not t1!! 
we have this righteouſneſs on us: 
then 1t 1s, that we are beautiful in 
his eyes, even through his comli- 
Fzek.16. neſs put upon us. Now it is Chriſt 
1 4+ ſpeaks ſuch language to his Spouſe, 
Behold thou art fair, my Love, bt- 
Cant hold thou art fair ; Thou haſt raviſh- 
n "ox ed my heart, my ſiſter, my ſpouſe, thou 
haſt raviſhed my heart with one of 

thine eyes. 


fo Now it is that there is that near- 
nels 
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- fidence, by the faith of him, 
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nels to Godz A people mear untori.r48.ri 
him. And now there 1s that myſte- 
rious Onenefs between the Father, 
and Chriſt, and Believers : 1s that _ 147 
day ye ſhall know, that I am in my F a-* 
ther, and you in me, and I in you. 
And now there may be as blefled 
interviews betwixt theſe, as was 
betwixt the Angel and Jacob, and gen, 42: 
betwixtthe Lord and 4/oſes, and as OY 33! 
will be between God and the Chil-* 
dren of Iſrael in the latter :—-ojþ 
mention'd by the Prophet, Hof. 3. 2. 
1 will be for thee, and thou ſhalt be 
for me. And now there may be 
the enjoyment of that communion 
and fellowſhip with the Father and * 
his Son Jeſus Chriſt, that fills the 
heart with joy: And now a. man 
may have that Teppnia, that bold- 
neſs and liberty with God ; 1» whor 
we have boldneſs and acceſs with con- ;. oh.3.160 

Remember then, that this righ- 
tcouſneſs of Chriſt imputed to the 
tumble finner, is a cure for all ex- 

N 2 tretnities 
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remities of conſcience. When a 
a poor ſoul ſays to it ſelf, Shall 
ſuch a wretch as [ be juſtified before 
God ? why, why not I ? by this 
righteouſneſs God juſtifieth the un- 
godly, z.e. objectively , when they 
are ſuch, though they are not 
ſuch after they are juſtified. And 
| here's the Magazine of comfort for 
all Believers: The weak Believer 
has the ſame beauty and lovelineſs 
10 him, in God's eye, by this righ- 
teouſneſs, as the ſtrongeſt : St. Johrr's 
little Children, as much as his 
young Men and Fathers. | And 
when once a man hath attaind to 
this righteouſneſs, it matters not 
whether he was a leſſer or a greater 
finner before. For. how great a 
finner ſoever a man hath been be- 
fo-e his believing in Chriſt, for this 
- righteouſneſs of his, yet now he 
does believe, all his fins and unrigh- 
teouſneſs is ſwallowed up into vito- 
ry by it, even though he had been 
the chiefelt of fingers: It was St. 
Panl's caſe. Now, 
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. Now there are two things in this 
imputed righteouſneſs which make 
it the ſpring of ſuch ſtrong conſo- 
lation. 

1. [t's everlaſting righteouſneſs, 
and fo 1s a covering for fins to come. 
as well as paſt, and therefore ſet zach.13.% 
out by a fountain. 

1. Adam's righteouſneſs in inno- 
cency, and of the Angels too, was 
but Ciſterns, apt to dry up z but 
Chriſts is Fountain-righteouſneſs, 
and fo everlaſting righteouſneſs 5 
to make an end of fin, and to 
make reconciliation for iniquity, 
and fo bring in everlaſting righte- 
ouſneſs, in that place in the Pro- 
phet Daniel. 

> {That was a great miracle which 
the Lord did for the Children of Iſ- 
 rac{ in the Wilderneſs, when their 
Cloaths waxed not old, in forty 
years ſpace. But yer that was no- 
thing to this everlaſting righteouſ- Pevt. 25. 
. neſs which God imputes to Belie-” 
yers;z this will never wax old- 
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Dan. 9.24. 
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x3 Joh, 2; 
Y, 2, 
Heb, 9.24 
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(200) 

The Heavens will, Pſ; 102. 26. but 
this righteouſneſs is as freſh as ever, 
and ſo will be for ever. Thy righte- 
ouſneſs is an everlaſting righteouſ- 
meſs. Though Chriit was but once 
offered on earth, yet he is a continual 
.ſweet odour offered to God for us in 
Heaven, | | 

2, It's infinite righteouſnefs, and 
this ſuits with the ſinners (tate which 
needs Infinite righteouſneſs. The 
greateſt ſinner needs no more than 
this righteouſneſs to juſtifie him in 
the ſight of God ; and the leaſt fin- 
nerneeds as much: As, he that ga- 
thered much Manna had nothing 0- 
ver, and he that gathered little had 
20 lack: The leaſt tn is unpardona- 
ble without this righteouſneſs, and 
the greateſt fins are pardonable by 
itz except one, that againſt the Ho- 
ly Ghoſt. h | 

| Indeed, to think any fin 1s little, 
1s a great ſin, becauſe the leaſt (in 
muſt have this righteouſneſs, this 
everlaſting and infinite 1:ghteoul- 
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neſs for a covering : And yet not 
| to believe Chriſts righteouſneſs is 
above all fin, is a greater fin :' For, 
diſubedience is the diſobedience of 
man, but the obedience of Chriſt is 
the obedience of God-man. The fin 
of man is in finite only improperly, 
i, e. in reſpeC& of its obje&t againſt 
whom it 1s committed, ſcz]. God : 
but the obedience and righteoul- 
neſs of Chriſt is properly infinite, in 
reſpeC of its ſubject, where it is, 
and by whom it was aCted, even he 
that was God as wellas man, The 
| tranſgreſſour of the Law, was but 
man, but the fatisfier of the Law 
was God alſo. And hereupon we 
are to make theſe three obſervatt- 
ans. 

I, The great honour done to 
the Law by thjs righteouſneſs, that 
| the Law ſhould be ſo abundantly 


OM. $429 


ſatisfied, as by the righteoutneſs of 
luch a perſan, as the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt. 

- 2, The great ſecurity of the 
bs N 4, hume 
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ſ hambled and believing finner, whq 
/ has ſuch righteouſneſs and obedi- 
' eEncemade overto him, as the righ- 
teouſneſs of God3z for fo is this 
righteouſneſs of Chriſt often ca]led, 
and itis ſo indeed. { Yea, 

3- God and Chriſt, and the Be- 
liever, and the Goſpel, as well as 
the Law, gains by this way of a ſin- 
ners being made righteous, As tq 
God, it is tothe praiſe of the glory 
of his grace, wherein we are accept- 
ed inthe beloved, ! And as to Chriſt, 
he is upon this account: highly ex- 
alted, even in his Humane Nature, 
2 Cor. 2, Phil. 2,8, 9. And the Goſpel is 
?&v.9. hereby made a glorious Goſpel, and 

the miniſtration of the Spirit, and 
the miniſtration of righteouſneſs 
which exceeds inglory. ? And as to 
the Believer, his condition 1s, and 
his comfort is wonderfully ſecured; 
b<fides his honour, in this point, a- 
bove the Angels, to whom Chrilt 
-1s not made righteouſneſs, as he is 

to men that believe, 
| For 


Eph. y.6. 
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For as Chriſt took not on him the, 
nature of Angels, but the ſeed of 
Abraham : fo he puts not his righ- 
teouſneſs on the Angels, but on the 
ſpiritual ſeed of Abraham.T heſe are 
they that have white robes, which 1s rey. 19g, 
the righteouſneſs of the Saints. 

And then further confider, That 5 

the righteouſneſs of Chriſt does not 

only cover the fins of Believers, but 
their righteouſneſs too, that is, the 
imperfections of their graces, and 
duties, and works, and procures 
them acceptance with God. It 
does for them, what the ſweet 
Frapkincenſe in the Law did forx.,. ,. 
the Sacrifices then, make them a 
ſweet favour to Jehopab. 

We have cauſe indeed to mourn 4 
over our holy duties, and bet / 
works,as io themſelvs,& as from us, 
yet reaſon to rejoice in them, as 
vailed with this righteouſneſs, which 
is for our duties, as well as our per- 
ſons, This was ſhadowed by the Exod. 28. 
plate of pure Gold, having en- _ 
| graven 


7 


{ 
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engraven on it, Holineſs to the 
Lord; and put upon the fore-head 
of Aaron, that he might bear the 
iniquity of the holy things of the 
Children of Iſrael, and that they 
might be accepted before the Lord, 
And that was the Antitype of this, 
the Apoſtle ſhews - Now the God of 
peace that brought again from the 
dead our Lord Jeſus, that great ſhep- 
herd of the ſheep, through the blood 
of the everlaſting Covenant, make 
you perfeF in every good work to do 
bis will, working in you. that which 
is well pleaſing in his ſight, through 
Jeſus Chriſt, f And it 1s by this righ- 
teouſneſs that the Duties, and 
Works, and Graces of Believers 
{hall appear to honour, and praiſe, 
-7-and glory at the appearing of Jeſus 
Math. 2. Chriſt. f And upon the account of 
34635 this imputed righteouſneſs, the obe- 
dience of one Believer is more ac- 
ceptable with God, than the obe- 

dience of all mankind 1a the firſt f 
Covenant. | 

ON 
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/ Oh the wonderful fſatisfaQion 
which a Believer may take in this 
righteouſneſs! God doth : The Lord xc, 
is wel pleaſed for his righteouſneſs 
ſake : and well may we then. But 
how few do! and fome of theſe 
few becauſe they cannot 3 though 
they have attained to this righte= | 
ouſneſs,yet not to ſenſe of it. All Be- 
lievers have the ſame (ſtate of peace, 
becauſe in the ſame ſtate of juſtifica- 
tion; but yet not the ſame ſenſe of © 
peace, Though there be the ſame 
reaſon for it in reſpect of this righ- 
| teouſneſs, for it is a covering to the 
weakeſt, as well as the ſtrongeſt 
believer : Burt all have not the aſlſu- 
ring act of faith; for there may be 
faith where there isnot ſight: Faith , 
the evidence of things not ſeen, or , Ce 
mn” 

And the reaſon of this uncertain- 
tyinſome of God's people, is, their 
liſtening to unjuſt Judges. Satan 
is a malicious judge, and he has in- 
tlience ſometimes upon poor ſouls 

2” £0 
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to dazletheir evidences and carnal 
reaſoning, and ſelf-imagination , 
_f apd Cuppoſitions are erroneous 
| © Judges 5 and like #gnes fatui, do 
make men they know not their 
Way. 

Your appeals therefore muſt be 
or 8.8, £2 God in the caſe: I will hearkes 
' #5" what the Lord God ſhall ſpeak, The 
Joh.16. 8, Spirit muſt convince men of righte- 
ouſneſs as well as of fin. It 1s vot 
ealie for a godly man to take inthe 
comfort of a juſtified ſtate. Pre- 
” - ſumers indeed take comfort eaſily, 
they catch at it before their time, 
as Saul would ſacrifice before Sa- 
x Sam. 13- 22xel came, contrary to order, 
Theſe are as bold in their claim of 
3 what is nor yet theirs, as the Har- 
ts lot was of the liviog Child. But 
true believers come hardly many 
times by their comfort and afſu- 
rance, as that chief Captain did by 

AR-22-:3 hj4 Roman freedom. 
They are ſometimes in Jobs d {[i- 
tisfation, when he (aid, If T had 
x called, 


o 
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called, and he had anſwered me, yet 
would 1 uot believe that he had 
hearkened to my voice. And Da- 
vid, though Nathan had told him, 
that the Lord had put away his Sam. 1z; 


L fins yet he felt not the comfort of 13+ 


itz and therefore how did he pray 


and cry for pardon, and for the re-,, 


ſtoring of the joy of God's falva- 
tion. | 
God will have his people know, 
that not only juſtification, but the nn 
comfort of a juſtified ſtate, is the, ;. 
free gift of God. 
How may the evidence of the 


righteouſneſs of Chriſt to be ours 


be come by ? 

A. 1. By conviQtion of the Spirit. 

2. By the exerciſe of Faith. 

:. By the convittion of the Spi- Joh. 16.8 
rit. And there is a twofold convi- 
tion of the Spirit in this caſe : 
Firſt, that Chriſt hath ſuch a righ- 
teouſneſs for ſinners, which he Jo 6 
proves by this, Becauſe Chriſt is 7, 


gone to the Father. Secondly, that 
this 
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Rom.4.s; this righteouſneſs is imputed to Gs 
that believe. Though 1t be. there 
written, yet the Spirit muſt con- 
vince us of it by a reflex act of 

| Faith 3 and the Spirit bas ſuch an 

Joh.16.14 office as this : He ſhall receive of 
mine, and ſhall fhew it unto you + and 

1 Cor, 2; 1o that, We have received the Spirit 

I 2, which js of God, that we might 
know the things that are freely given 
as of God. | 

And this the Spirit doth in grving 
us the reflex aCt of faith 5 which is 
that aſſurance of faith, 2 T7##. 1.12. 
T know whom IT have believed; and 

x1 ſoh. 5g. | 4 | _; 

"7 that, And bath given us an nnacr- 
ſtanding to know him , and that we 
are i hitz, And thus the Spirit puts 

Luk. 11. to filence all anxious diſputes in the 

13.% 24, | | . . 

49. caſe, Oli pray, and wait for this 

at. 1.4. conviction of the Spirit, if yet you 
have it not. 

2. The exerciſe of faith is ne- 
ceſlary to our evidence of this righ- 
teouſneſs to be ours, Faith 1s of 
neceſſary uſe to make it ours , _ | 

0G | 
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the exerciſe of faith is of neceſſary 
_ uſe to diſcover 1it to be ours. The uſe 
of faith is not only to bring us into a 
juſtifi'd ſtate, but alſo to give us the 
evidence and comfort of that ſtate, 
which it muſt doby its much exer- 
ciſe. The Apoſtle ſaith, The righ- 


teouſneſs of God is revealed from Rom1.17 


faith tofaith. Juſtification requires 
faith, and the aſlurance of it, faith 
upon faith, and the full aſſurance of 
it, Heb. 10. 20. the higheſt uſe of 
faith. 

Surely it's a thing to be lamented, 
that ancient and experienc'd Chri- 
ſtians, who haply have been, long 
in the poſſeſſion of their juſtifica- 
tion, and yet are often queſtioning 
their title 5 this 1s by remitting the 
atts of Faith. Chriſt did. not 
much for men and places, where 
he found not faith. And he gives 
his Diſciples this for the reaſon, 
why they could not heal the man's 


child , Beeanje of their anbelief : Maths 17, 
their faith was too low. And his © 
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tk, 24. words to them, may be often apply- 
25 edtous; 0h fools, and ſlow of heart 
| to believe. 

Therefore when we fathom this 
depth, of our being made righte- 
ous by the righteouſneſs of Chriſt | 
made ours, and find our evidence | 
{hallow, asthey found the Sea, Ad. | 
27. we muſt do as they did, caſt An- } 
chor, and ſet faith a work hard on |} 

- this righteouſneſs of Chriſt offered | 
a believing ſinner 1na free-promiſe. | 
©. But how may I know thatl | 

have this righteouſneſs? | 

A. Why, conſider what are the | 
concomitants and conſequences of | 
itz and if you have theſe, you have | 
that. 

"SINNER 217 > This righteouſneſs ever throws | 
Phil.3.6,7 Sat ſe]-righteouſneſs : - as where | 
this righteouſneſs is not attained, þ | 

7 Tim.1. there felf-righteouſneſs is ſet up 3 ſo 
ad where it 1s, ſelf-righteouſneſs 1s caſt 
Eph.3.8, Out, It's plainin St. Paul, Phil. 3.8, Þ 
£ze, is, Perſons juſtified by free-grace lye 
53, lowiathemſelys. Poverty of ſpari , 
anu | 
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_ and habitual ſelf-abaſement, is Very 
diſcernable 1n them; 
2, Imputed righteouſneſs 1s ever 
7 with inherent, 1n ca- 
| pable ſubjefts, Rom. 8. 4. That the 
righteouſneſs of the Law may be ful- 
filled in us, who walk not after the x Joh.3.4; 

fleſh, but after the ſpirit ; and, be that 

doth righteouſneſs is righteous, even 

asheis, No ſuch friend to holi- 

neſs, as this righteouſneſs of free- 

grace. Where was there a holier 

man, in his days, than St. Pa#l, who 

was ſo much, and ſo experimental- 

ly verſed in the imputed righteout- . 

neſs of Chriſt ?*=Inherent holineſs 

faces imputed righteouſneſs, and 
| receives life from it, as the Moon 
, | does light fromthe Sun. 

| £2 Its evident in the holy Scripture, +/+» 
| & | that that faith chat juſtifieth, makes 
; | pure work in men that have it 5 8. re.5. 
' *Purifying their hearts by faith. St. 
«| Peter calls it precious faith: and it 
e | makes precious works where it is: 
4} 3nd what precious —_ is there in 

b 
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a looſe, carnal, drunken, worldly, 
meer formal Believer ? Where this 
precious faith is, there will be pre- 
cious things; a precious heart, a 
precious life, precious duties, a pre- 
cious converſation, precious expe- 
riences, and precious enjoyments. 

And truly faith ſeparated from 
theſe is but a /arves or Ghoſt of faith: 
Like Sax/'s fulfilling the command- 
ment of the Lord , though he had 


xe {pared 4gag, and the fat of the Cat- 


tel. Looſe believers bring up an 
111 report of this Doctrine of im- 
puted righteouſneſs, as the Spyes 


did of the Land of Canaar, and 


makeit of 2n ill favour with Ant1- 


chriſtian unbelievers; as Simeon | | 


and Levz did their Father and his | 
Family amongſt the Inhabitants of 


' theLand; and as the wickedneſs of 


the Sons of El; made the Offering of | 


' the Lord abhorred of the people. 


The 2. of St. James, and other | 
parallel places of the Word of God, | 


- may gripe the conſciences of ſuch 


believers, | 


'F 


. 
: 


| 


| 0 0 Faith and good works are like, $,, S 
 $axland Jonathan, as David faid of + 


0-0 This righteouſneſs of Chriſt 1m- 
| | putedto men, 1s like that Tree of Rev. 22.3: 


| 
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believers, whoſe faith is without + *? 
works, unleſs dead works, and gph.g;ro #& 
works of darkneſs, and upleſs their 4.4 
conſciences be dead alſo. 


them, Lovely and not divided, 5. e, 

in their exiſtence, though they be 

in their office. Therefore thoſe | 
Chriſtians that divide juſtifying 
faith and holineſs of life, do as Fe- 
roboaws did in dividing the ten 

Tribes from the two, Chriſts righ- 
teouſneſs on us hath a righteouſneſs 

in us, wrought by his Spirit to at- 

tend it, 


Life, which bare divers manners of 
fruit, and that-every Month, and 
Whoſe leaves were for the healing 
of the Nations. This Tree of Lite 
1s the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who by his 
merit and ſpirit converts Heathens 
Into Saints, and makes Saiats bring 
forth the ſaviog fruits of righteouſ- 

Q 2 nels, 
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neſs, Ph;l. 1.11. Being filed with 

the fruits of righteouſneſs, which are 

by Jeſus Chriſt , which are unto the 

glory and praiſe of God. The Wo- 

man that is joined to a man, 1s one 

— fleſh, and the man that is joyned 

j w__ to Chriſt, 1s one ſpirit 3 The ſame 

Phil, 2.3- Minds in him which was in Chriſt 

Jeſus:/And he is in his defire and 

' Joh.2;6, endeavour of the ſame manner of 

'_ * life, for obedience to the will of 
God. | 

+ 7.0 3. Uſe. Let this new and ſtrange 

way ofGods juſtifying us,even when 

2 Fig we were ungodly, teach and move 

6 us to juſtifie God in the ſtrangeſt of 

hisprovidences to our ſelves, or to- 

wards his Church. Chriſt juſtify'd 

us when we were at worſt; and 

why then ſhould not we juſtifie the 

worlt of Chriſt, even his Croſs and 

Sufferings from offence and ſcan- 

dal 2 His righteouſneſs makes our 

Rev.$.3,4 perſons and performances, though 

"full of imperfeftions, ſweet and 

lovely unto God, And let the 

| | thoughts 
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thoughts of this make our ſufferings 
for him, with all their bitterneſs, 
lovely to us : ſothey were to bleſl- 
ed Paul; I take pleaſure in infirmi- \ 
 fies, in reproaches, in neceſſities, in , _ js 
| perſecutions , in diſtreſies for Chriſt, vo, © 
 * Ifay it again, Let God's juſtifying 
of usby thisrighteouſneſs of Chriſt, 
make us ſo ingenuous, as: 1n our 
hardeſt conditions to juſtifie him. 
And, laſtly, This Doctrine is a P 
reaſon of a Believer's everlaſting | 
thankfulneſs to God and Chriſt, . 
both on Earth and in Heaven : Thar | 
when we were in our blood, and / : 
caſt out to the loathing of our per- © 
ſons, that then he ſhould ſpread his 
skirts over us, to cover our naked- Ezck. 16;: 
peſs : That he ſhould juſtifie us}. 
| When ungodly. Let us therefore 
conſider, that God hath ordained _ 
our juſtification by a righteouſneſs 
of his own, and out of us, that he 
that glorieth ſhould glory in the Lord: 0, .x 
For of him are ye in Chriſt Jeſus, 
who of God is made unto #s righte- | 


ouſneſs, 
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ouſneſs, that be that glorieth might 
——- - > Lord : = 7 the Lord 
=. all all the ſeed of Iſrael be juſtified 
b LONS-25 yt” ballglety ;&. that jo a, 
= Kev.5- 9+ the Saints, ſing to the Lamb is on 
2 this account. +—! | 
TD The riches of God's free-graces | 
/ aretranſparent through this righte- | 
| ouſneſs of Chriſt made ours, As 
David's Royal Spirit was ſeen, when 
þSW.24-he ſaid to Araunah, I will not offer || 
of that which coſt me nothing : So is | 
God's royal love to Believers tran- 
ſparent in this, That he would not 
ſave us in a way that coſt him no- 
E, thing - Qur juſtification is the price 
6 a. 20,28 of his own blood ; ſo Chriſt's blood 
_ tscalled. Andnow if we love not 
© God and Chriſt for this righteouſ- 
, neſs, what will we love them for? | 
| becauſe of this righteouſneſs let us | 
| glory in the Lord, and glorifie his 
hs and rich grace for ever and ever, 


Oh let this Doftrine of Chriſt's | 
imputed righteouſneſs feed us with | 
admiration, That the Lord ſhould 

give 


(a7) "® 
give bis dear and only Son, this & !? 
| Name, The Lord onr righteonſneſs, _ | 

for our ſakes: and that we ſhould 

have ſuch near relation to him, by 

eſpouſals and union with him, that 

we ſhould alſo be called by this his : 

Name, The Lord our righteouſneſs... 3 
| That this righteouſneſs ſhould julti-  "Þ 
| fie us when we were ungodly, and —— 
| Cover our nakednefs when we were Rom. 4.5) 

Inour blood « That it ſhould be ap- 
| pointed to make our weak graces, , ., 
7 and duties, even full of imperfeti- © 

0n8,a ſweet ſavour unto God : That Eph-1.6. 

| tt ſhould be a ſtrong guard to our 

conſciences from deſpair : That it 

ſhould exalt our natures above the 
| nature of Angels : That it ſhould 

be ſuch a Magazine of comfort to 
| Þ us: Oh let theſe things fill us with 
| admiration, and let every foul that 
' © hath atrain'd to this righteouſneſs, 
' © fayof it thoſe exalting words, Pſal. 
' | 87.7. AUP my ſprings are inthee. 
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